GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

Application No. 16195 of the Kalorama Heights Limited Partnership
on behalf of the Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia, pursuant to
11 DCMR 1001, for permission under Section 1002 to locate a
chancery in a D/R-1-B District at premises 2129 Wyoming Avenue,
N.W. (Square 2527, Lots 46 and 86).

HEARING DATE: December 18, 1996
DECISION DATE: January 8, 1997

ORDER
INTRODUCTION:

The application was filed by the Kalorama Heights Limited
Partnership on behalf of the Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia,
pursuant to Section 206 of the Foreign Missions Act (Title 11,
Public Law 97-214, 96 Stat. 286, August 24, 1982) to locate a
chancery in the D/R-1-B District at 2129 Wyoming Avenue, N.W.
(Square 2527, Lots 46 and 86). The public hearing was conducted as
a rulemaking proceeding under Chapter 33 of the Supplemental Rules
of Practice and Procedure before the Board of Zoning Adjustment.

APPLICATION:

The applicant is requesting permission under Sections 1001 and
1002 to locate the foreign chancery of the Republic of Macedonia at
2129 Wyoming Avenue, N.W. The site is located on the north side of
Wyoming Avenue, N.W. between Connecticut Avenue and Thornton Place,
and contains a total of 16,200 square feet of land. The site is
improved with a large residential structure (Moses House) and a
detached carriage house at the rear. The main house was built in
1892 and remodeled in the 1920s.

The Embassy of Macedonia proposes to use the first two floors
for chancery offices, while the third floor would be used for
residential purposes by the Ambassador. The basement would be used
for residential facilities and an apartment. The carriage house at
the rear of the property would be used as apartments for visiting
government officials.

The Embassy proposes to install a flagpole, a plaque, and an
official seal on the front facade of the building. These items
have been reviewed and approved by the Historic Preservation Review
Board at its meeting on November 21, 1996.

The Embassy would employ five diplomats and three staff
members at the site. This number may increase by one or two staff
members in the future. A security staff member and his/her family
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would reside in the basement. The hours and days of operation
would be from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Approximately two or three visitors per day would visit the Embassy
for diplomatic business. Most business with the public would be
conducted by mail, telephone, telecopy, or messenger. Most Embassy
visitors would likely use taxis or public transportation.

The applicant has indicated that approximately 18 vehicles can
be accommodated on-site behind the main building, however, a
maximum of 10 spaces would be needed. No diplomatic parking spaces
would be required on Wyoming Avenue.

The area surrounding the site is characterized by having
residential uses (detached, semi-detached and row dwellings, flats,
and apartments) and several foreign missions. Connecticut Avenue
is located to the west of the site. The Chinese Embassy is
situated directly north of the property at Kalorama Road and
Connecticut Avenue, N.W. A private school abuts the site to the
west,

The site is located in a D/R-1-B zone district. The R-1-B
zone permits matter of right development of single-family
residential uses for detached dwellings with a minimum lot area of
5,000 square feet, a minimum lot width of 50 feet, a maximum lot
occupancy of 40 percent, and a maximum height of 3 stories/40 feet.

The Diplomatic Overlay (D) =zone permits the location of
foreign chanceries subject to the disapproval of the Board of
Zoning Adjustment.

FOREIGN MISSIONS ACT CRITERIA:

A chancery is a permitted use in the Diplomatic Overlay (D)
District subject to disapproval by the Board based solely on the
criteria of Section 206(d) of the Foreign Missions Act and Section
1001 of the Zoning Regulations. In making its decision, the Board
must consider the following criteria:

1. Section 206(d)(1). The international obligation of the
United States to facilitate the provision of adequate and
secure facilities for foreign missions in the Nation's
Capital.

2. Section 206(d)(2). Historic preservation, as determined
by the Board in carrying out this section; and in order
to ensure compatibility with historic landmarks and
districts, substantial compliance with District and
federal regulations governing historic preservation shall
be required with respect to new construction and to
demolition of or alteration to historic landmarks.
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Section 206(d)(3). The adequacy of off-street or other
parking, and the extent to which the area will be served
by public transportation to reduce parking requirements,
subject to any special security requirements that may be
determined by the Secretary of State, after consultation
with federal agencies authorized to perform protective
services.

Section 206(d)(4). The extent to which the area is
capable of being adequately protected, as determined by
the Secretary of State, after consultation with federal
agencies authorized to perform protective services.

Section 206(d)(5). The municipal interest, as determined
by the Mavyor.

Section 206(d)(6). The federal interest, as determined

by the Secretary of State.

EVALUATION:

With respect to the six criteria identified in the Foreign
Missions Act, the Board states the following:

1.

The International Obligation of the United States. By
letter dated December 6, 1996, and by testimony at the
public hearing, the Deputy Director of the Office of
Foreign Missions, on behalf of the Secretary of State,
determined that favorable Board action on the present
application would fulfill the international obligation of
the United States to facilitate the acquisition of
adequate and secure premises by the government of
Macedonia for its diplomatic mission in Washington.

Historic Preservation. The subject site is located in
the Sheridan - Kalorama Historic District, but it is not
a historic landmark. However, it is considered a
contributing structure to the character of the historic
district. The Embassy of Macedonia proposes to install
a flagpole, a plagque and an official seal on the front
facade of the building. By memorandum of November 25,
1996, the chief of the Historic Preservation Division of
the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
reported that the Historic Preservation Review Board, at
its meeting of November 21, 1996, recommended approval of
the proposed flagpole and plaque on the front facade of
the building.

Parking and Transportation. The building was constructed
prior to 1958. Under Chapter 21 of the Zoning Regula-
tions, no parking is required in conjunction with the
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proposed use. Even 1if parking were required, the
building would be exempt from that requirement as a
historic structure under Section 2100.5 of the Zoning
Regulations because it is located in a historic district.

A total of 10 vehicles would be associated with the
operation of the proposed chancery. These would be
parked on-site. No on-street parking would be needed by
the Embassy. Staff members who do not drive to the site
would use public transportation to travel to and from the
chancery. The site is well-served by both Metrorail and
Metrobus routes. Visitors (approximately two or three
per day) would likely use public transportation or taxi
service to reach the chancery.

By testimony at the public hearing, the Office of
Planning indicated that it had referred the application
to the Department of Public Works (DPW) for an assessment
of traffic and parking effects associated with the
proposed facility.

The December 6, 1996 letter from the Department of
State indicated that after consultation with federal
agencies authorized to perform protective service, the
Office of Foreign Missions has determined that there
would be no special security requirements related to
parking at the proposed chancery.

On the basis of the foregoing, the Board finds that
the proposed facility has sufficient off-street parking,
adequate public parking and is well adequately served by
public transportation enough to serve the chancery's
needs.

Protection. The Department of State, by its
letter of December 6, 1996, and by testimony at the
public hearing, indicated that it has determined
after consultation with federal agencies authorized
to perform protective services, that the subject
site and surrounding area are capable of being
adequately protected.

The Municipal Interest. The Director of the Office of
Planning (op) , the delegated
representative of the Mayor, by memorandum dated
December 11, 1996, and by testimony at the public
hearing, recommended approval of the application.

OP stated that the application would provide an
opportunity to put the building to a productive use

in a way that is compatible with other structures

and uses in the Sheridan-Kalorama Historic District
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and the area in general. OP said further that
there would be no displacement of residential uses
with this application. The proposed use includes
residential use of a portion of the building. The
location and operation of the chancery as proposed
would not create objectionable effect on the
traffic and parking conditions within the general
vicinity. For these reasons, the OP concluded that
approval of the application would not be contrary
to the municipal interest.

The Federal Interest. The Department of State, by its
letter dated December 6, 1996, and by testimony at the
public hearing, determined that a favorable decision by
the Board on this application would serve the federal
interest. The Republic of Macedonia 1is a newly
independent state and given the increasing importance of
United States relations in that area of the world, it is
important for the U.S. to secure permanent and adequate
facilities for its embassy. The U.S. Embassy in Skopje
currently is pursuing the purchase of 1,000 square meters
of land in Skopje owned by the Government of Macedonia to
be used in conjunction with a residence for the U.S.
Ambassador. A favorable decision by the Board in this
application would thus significantly aid the process for
obtaining approval for the purchase of the land in
Skopije.

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION:

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 1D, in its letter dated
December 9, 1996, strongly recommended approval of the subject
application subject to the following CONDITIONS:

1)

2)

3)

The Ambassador will forever forego applying to the
District of Columbia Government (DPW), Bureau of Parking
Services) for Diplomatic Parking on Wyoming Avenue,
namely, the space immediately in front of the premises
which is normally allowed under State Department/DPW
regulations.

With respect to on-site parking behind the main house,
the Ambassador will (a) assure compliance with Historic
Preservation '"green space conservation '"criteria, and (b)
restrict the usage of these parking areas to Embassy
officers and staff, and bona fide visitors on official
business.

The Ambassador will make bona fide best efforts to comply
with all District of Columbia regulations applicable to
occupancy of the 2129 Wyoming site, with particular
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reference to historic preservation, building codes, and
abatement of nuisances arising from construction
activities. 1In honoring this commitment, the Ambassador
will allow reasonable access to the premises for D.C.
reqgulatory authorities.

DECISION:

On the basis of the record before it and the criteria of
Chapter 10 of the Zoning Regulations and Section 206 of the Foreign
Missions Act, the Board determines that this application meets the
standards of the Zoning Regulations and Foreign Missions Act.
Accordingly, it is hereby ORDERED that this application be APPROVED
SUBJECT to the condition that instead of the chain link fence
proposed in the site plan, the applicant shall erect a wrought iron
fence along the front of the property and a masonry wall around the
remainder of the property.

VOTE: 5-0 (John G. Parsons, Robert Gresham, Angel F. Clarens,
and Laura M. Richards to not disapprove the
application; Sheila Cross Reid to not disapprove by
absentee vote).

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT \

ATTESTED BY:

FINAL DATE OF ORDER:

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS, UNLESS
WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER
AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS.

ordl16195/JN/LJP
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As Director of the Board of Zoning Adjustment, I hereby
certify and attest to the fact that on FER 2 | 199
a copy of the order entered on that date in this matter was mailed
first class, postage prepaid to each person who appeared and
participated in the public hearing concerning this matter, and who
is listed below:

Jacques B. DePuy, Esquire Republic of Macedonia
Greenstein, DelLorme and Luchs, P.C. Mr. Mihail K. Apostolski
1620 L Street, N.W., Suite 900 8380 Greensboro Drive
Washington, D.C. 20036-5605 Suite 624

McLean, Virginia 22102
Mr. D. Olandan Davenport, Esquire Frank H.F. White
1625 K Street, N.W., Suite 102 2234 California St., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006 Washington, D.C. 20008
Mr. Thomas E. Burns, Jr. Timothy J. Bork
Deputy Director 2131 Wyoming Avenue, N.W.
U. §. Department of State Washington, D.C. 20008
Office of Foreign Missions
2201 C Street, N.W. Ms. Joan C. Morningstar
Washington, D.C. 20520 U.S. Deptartment of State

Room 2238

Kalorama Heights Limited Partnership 2201 C Street, N.W.
1420 Beverly Road, Suite 270 Washington, D.C. 20520

McLean, Virginia 22101

David A. Catania, Chairperson
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1D
2127 California Street, N.W., #102

Washington, D.C. 20008
TS
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Director
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