GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

April 11, 2005

Sandra Browning

Project Engineer

Patton Harris Rust & Associates PC
14532 Lee Road

Chantilly, Virginia 20151-1679

Re: BZA Application No. 17239 (700 R Street, N.W.) Watha T. Daniel
Public Library

Dear Ms. Browning:

The Office of Zoning received your faxed letter (attached) dated April 8, 2005,
withdrawing the above-cited application. ' Please be advised that pursuant to

subsection 3113.10 of the Zoning Regulations your application is hereby
WITHDRAWN. No further action will be taken on this application.

If you have any questions, please call Richard S. Nero Jr., Chief, Support Services
_and Quality Control at (202) 727-6311.

SINCERELY,

JERRILY R. KRESS, FAIA
Director, Office of Zoning P

Attachment

cc:  Chairperson, ANC 2C
Ward Two, Councilmember Jack Evans
Ellen McCarthy, Office of Planning

Alan Bergstein, Office of the Attorney General
sn '

441 4th Street, N.-W., Suite 210-S, Washington, DC 20001 (202) 727-6311
|



Patton Harris Rust & Associates, pc¢c Fax Transmittal

Engineers. Surveyers. Planners. Landscape Architecta.

14532 lee Road
-+ Chantilly Virginia 20151-1679
T 703.449.8700

F 703.448.6714

To:
Organization/Company:
Fax Number:
From:
Date:
Project Name/Subject:
Internal Project File Number:

Richard Neto

District of Columbia Office of Zoning

202-727-6072

Sandra Browning
April 8 2005
DC Public Library Watha T. Daniel-Shaw Branch
13044 14 Total Pages including cover: 3

A hard copy of this fax [J will B will not be malied to you.

Comments:

Mz. Nero,

We respectively request the withdraw of our application (17239). Please see the attached approval letter from the
National Capital Planning Commission office.

Thank you,
Sandra Browning
Project Engineer
Patton Harris Rust + Associates PO o
S
3

Cc: Justin Fisher, Hess Construction 301-670-9009

|

NOTE: This message is intended for the use of the addressec and
are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that

v contain information that is privileged and confidential. If you
y dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If

you receive this facsimile in efror, please notify us immediatelv at the number shove. Thank vau.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC LIBRARIES
WATHA T. DANIEL-SHAW BRANCH LIBRARY REPLACEMENT
1701 8* Street, NW
Washington, DC

Relegated Action of the Executive Director

JAN 28 204

Pursuant to delegations of autbonty adopmd by the Commission on October 3, 1996, 1 approve '
the preliminary and ﬁnaldesxmphmforﬁepmposed replacement of the Watha T. Daniel.
Shaw Branch Library of the District of Columbia Public Libraries, located in Northwest -

Washington, DC, to include demolition and new construction within the footprint of the existing
building, as shown on NCPC Map File No. 31.20(38.00)41458.

* | ] "

The District of Columbia Public Libraries (DCPL) proposss to demolish the Watha T. Daniel-
Shaw Branch Library, in operation since 1975, and to construct a new one in the cxisting

footpqnt. The DCPL will replace the existing two-story library of approximately 23,150 square

feet with an open floor plan on two levels with less area it more efficient useable ﬂO’Ot space.

The building is contemporary in design but traditional in its “fatiron” plan that conforms to Hs

. trisngular site. The building’s design, similar to other libraries planmed under the DCPL's capital

constuctonpmyam, is intended to denote its use as a branch library and its status as a
community landmark. This is particularly significant in its location across R Street from a
Metrorail station. Due to its proximity to public transit, no new parking is proposed on site. The
building features greater transparency, through the use of green-tinted glass, than does the
current building, espechﬂyalongﬁ:ckbodelshndAvenucand?"‘ Street facades. The
contemporary two-story design clad in brick, and the brick and glass colors are sppropriate for
and compatible with the scale and design of bulldings in the surrounding area. Commumity
comments are-supportive of the design, including the brick color and added meeting space. Glass
that js transparent even at night is imtended to pedestrians feel safe by observing and
connecting 10 activities through the glass inside the library for “engaging the mind, expanding
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opportunities, and elevating the quality of life” while allowing views out from the building
towards the street.

The proposal was coordinated by the Coordinating Committee at its January 12, 2005 meeting,
As a District of Columbia agency project on non-federal property, the National Environmental
Policy Act does npt apply to the proposed construction. The District of Columbia has reviewed
the action and determined that it qualifies as an exempted action in accordance with the
:mplunmtmg rules of the District of Columbia Envirormental Policy Act of 1989, The library
site is within the Centrdl Aree and the Commission served as the lead agéncy for Section 106
review. The DC State Historic Preservation Office has concurred with the Bxecutive Director
that the project would have no effect on historic resources. The site is not located in a historic
district. The project is compatible with the character and scale of the nearby Shaw and Groater U

Street Historic Districts.
;widamluhu. AICP

Exeécuti irector




