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Application No. 17993 of D.C. Public Library, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3103.2, for a variance 
from the off-street parking requirements under subsection 2101.1, and pursuant to 11 DCMR § 
3104.1* for a special exception to allow the regulations applicable to that portion of the lot to be 
located in a less restrictive use district to be extended to that portion of the lot in a more 
restrictive use district under subsections 2514.2(b) and 2514.1(d), to allow the construction of a 
new full-service Tenley-Friendship neighborhood library in the C-3-A District at premises 4450 
Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. (Square 1729, Part of Lot 808).   
 
*Note: At the public hearing, the application was amended to include special exception relief 
 under § 2514. 
 
HEARING DATE:  September 22, 2009    
DECISION DATE:  September 22, 2009 
 
 

SUMMARY ORDER 
 
SELF-CERTIFIED 
 
The zoning relief requested in this case is self-certified, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3113.2.   
 
The Board provided proper and timely notice of the public hearing on this application by 
publication in the D.C. Register, and by mail to Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 3E 
and to owners of property within 200 feet of the site.  The site of this application is located 
within the jurisdiction of ANC 3E, which is automatically a party to this application.  ANC 3E 
submitted a report expressing conditional support for the application.  The Office of Planning 
submitted a report in support of the application. 
 
Variance Relief: 
As directed by 11 DCMR § 3119.2, the Board has required the Applicant to satisfy the burden of 
proving the elements that are necessary to establish the case, pursuant to § 3103.2, for a variance 
from § 2101.1.  No parties appeared at the public hearing in opposition to this application.  
Accordingly a decision by the Board to grant this application would not be adverse to any party. 
 
Based upon the record before the Board and having given great weight to the ANC and OP 
reports filed in this case, the Board concludes that in seeking variances from § 2101.1, the 
applicant has met the burden of proving under 11 DCMR § 3103.2, that there exists an 
exceptional or extraordinary situation or condition related to the property that creates a practical 
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difficulty for the owner in complying with the Zoning Regulations, and that the relief can be 
granted without substantial detriment to the public good and without substantially impairing the 
intent, purpose, and integrity of the zone plan as embodied in the Zoning Regulations and Map. 
 
Special Exception Relief: 
As directed by 11 DCMR § 3119.2, the Board has required the Applicant to satisfy the burden of 
proving the elements that are necessary to establish the case pursuant to § 3104.1, for special 
exception relief under § 2514.  No parties appeared at the public hearing in opposition to this 
application.  Accordingly, a decision by the Board to grant this application would not be adverse 
to any party. 
 
Based upon the record before the Board and having given great weight to the ANC and the OP 
reports filed in this case, the Board concludes that the Applicant has met the burden of proof, 
pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 3104.1 and 2514, that the requested relief can be granted, as being in 
harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Zoning Regulations and Map.  The Board 
further concludes that granting the requested relief will not tend to affect adversely the use of 
neighboring property in accordance with the Zoning Regulations and Map. 
 
Pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3100.5, the Board has determined to waive the requirement of 11 
DCMR § 3125.3, that the order of the Board be accompanied by findings of fact and conclusions 
of law.  The waiver will not prejudice the rights of any party, and is appropriate in this case.  It is 
therefore ORDERED that this application, pursuant to Exhibit No. 10 - PLANS, be 
GRANTED, SUBJECT to the following CONDITIONS: 
 

1. The Applicant shall designate an additional parking space for use solely by handicapped 
individuals (for a total of two spaces so designated). 
 

2. The Applicant shall reserve the five remaining spaces for use by non-DC Public Library 
visitors to the library. 
 

3. The portion of the library built in a residential zone shall not project further than 11 feet, 
plus or minus a few inches, into that zone. 

 
 
VOTE: 4-0-1  (Marc D. Loud, Konrad W.  Schlater, Meridith H. Moldenhauer,  
    Shane L. Dettman to APPROVE; one Mayoral appointee (vacant)  
    not present, not voting) 
 
 
BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
Each concurring member has approved the issuance of this summary order. 
 
  





GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 

 
  
 
 

441 4th Street, N.W., Suite 200/210-S, Washington, D.C.  20001 
Telephone:  (202) 727-6311 Facsimile: (202) 727-6072 E-Mail:  dcoz@dc.gov  Web Site:  www.dcoz.dc.gov 

BZA APPLICATION NO. 17993 
 
As Director of the Office of Zoning, I hereby certify and attest that on SEPTEMBER 30, 2009, 
a copy of the order entered on that date in this matter was mailed first class, postage prepaid or 
delivered via inter-agency mail, to each party who appeared and participated in the public 
hearing concerning the matter and to each public agency listed below: 
  
Kinley R. Bray, Esq. 
Arent Fox LLP 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20026-5339 
  
Jeff Bonvechio, Director of Capital Projects 
DC Public Library 
901 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
Chairperson 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3E 
Lisner Home 
5425 Western Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20019 
 
Single Member District Commissioner 3E03 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3E 
Lisner Home 
5425 Western Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20019 
 
Mary H. Cheh, Councilmember  
Ward Three 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 108 
Washington, D.C.  20004 
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