
Before the Board of &oning Adjustment, Dm C. 
n 

PUBLIC HEARING-March 17, 1965 

Appeal #8088 Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States,  appellant. 

The Zoning Administrator Dis t r ic t  of Columbia, appellee. 

On motion duly made, seconded and unqnhously carried the following Order 
was entered on Mar ch 24, 1965: 

That the appeal t o  extend nonconforming philanthropic use t o  include 
660 square f e  t on th i rd  floor by the National Association of Government 
Engineel s a t  200 Maryland Ave. N.E., l o t  845, square 757, be denied. 

From the records and the evidence adduced a t  the hearing, the Board finds 
the following facts: 

(1) Appellant 8 s  property has a frontage of U.42 f e e t  on Maryland Ave. 
and l4l. f ee t  on 2nd St ree t  being a corner lo t .  The l o t  contains an area of 
9697 square f ee t  of land and i s  improved with a five-story off ice building 
whichwas permitted by t h i s  Board on August 20, 1957, as a philanthropic 
organization fo r  the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the  U. S. which was a use 
permissible on tha t  date. The use is now nonconforming tuder new regulations 
aqroved May 20, 1958. The orgarization was charted by Congress and among i ts  
objects and purposes it perpetuates memorials of our dead and a s s i s t s  veteram 
and orphans and widows of k t e r a n s ,  said services being f r e e  of charge t o  
vet eram, 

(2) On November 25, 1964, i n  appeal R986 t h i s  Board denied permission 
t o  u t i l i z e  space i n  t h i s  building by the President's Railroad Cimmisaion; the  
President's cammission on Status of Women; the President's Task Force on 
Management Relations; automatun training; the Bureau of Employment and Comgpnsation 
Office of C i v i l  Defence, 

(3) Appellant contends tha t  the  requested use is similar t o  wmeroua 
other uses within 300 f ee t  of the  premises. He s ta ted  tha t  the organization 
is composed of Government employed engineers, and tha t  the Association 
would promote public understanding plus in teres t  of the mmbers. 

(4) The Capitol H i l l  Southeast Citizens Association and the Capitol 
H i l l  Restoration Society opposed the granting of the appeal. 

OPINION: 

The %ard is of the opinion that t h i s  organization does not qualify under 
the defini t ion of a philanthropic o r  eleemosynary ins t i tu t ion  as defined 
by the Zoning Regulations pr ior  t o  1958 which reads a s  follows: 

WPhilanthropic or  Eleemosynary Insti tution: A place of asylum supported 
whoUy o r  substant ial ly  by endowment o r  contribution; also any non-profit 
i n s t i tu t ion  or  organization which ministers t o  human needs, o r  has a s  i ts  
primary purpose the furterance of charitable o r  rel igious objeatives o r  
benevolent purposes of public beneflt; provided tha t  no such organization 
or  ins t i tu t ion  shall be construed as  a philanthropic o r  eleemosynary ins t i tu t ion  
under the  regulations i f  i t s  p rhury  purpose o r  effect  is the  promotion of special  
b e n e i f i t s  f o r  its mer~berahip~n 



It i s  the opinion of the B a r d  that although the organiaation w i l l  
develop public understanding of work performed by Government Engineers, its 
prfrnary purpose is  t o  further the interest of the members of the organization. 


