
Before the Board of Zoning Addustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING-June 16, 1965; 

Appeal #8234 Nationa) Broadcasting Company, appellant. 

The Zoning Administrator Distr ict  of Columbia, appellee. 

On motion duly made, seconded and carried with Mr. Hatton Dissenting and 
Mr. Scrivener not voting the following Order was entered on June 22, 1965: 

ORDERED: 

That the appeal f o r  a variance from the use provisions of the R-1 District  
t o  permit an addition t o  the existing National Broadcasting off ice building and 
t o  enlarge the parking f a c i l i t i e s  a t  4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W., parcel 33/87, 
square 1721, be granted. 

From the records and the  evidence adduced a t  the hearing, the Board firrls 
the following facts: 

(1) AppellantIa property contains an area of 7.25 acres of land. It is 
bounded on the west, south and eas t  by the  U. S. Naval Reservation and the  Grounds 
of the Washington City Orphan Asylum on the north. The only access t o  the  
property i s  through a narrow roadway leading from Nebraska Avenue. 

(2) The existing use was established under a variance granted by t h i s  Board 
in Appeal #4l59 on June 1, 1955 t o  establish studio and off iae f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the 
National Broadcasting Company t o  es tabush antenna tower and transmitting fac i l i -  
t i e s  and t o  establish temporarg automobile parking lot. 

(3) Appellant pro2oses t o  erect an addition t o  the rart e e s t i n g  building 
housing its studioes, transmiasion faci38ties and offices and t o  enlarge i t s  
parking fac i l i t i e s .  This addition is required due t o  increased intensification 
of nexs ac t iv i t i e s  required t o  keep abreast of the grawth of Washington, D. C. 
as  an increasing important new center which has necessitated expansion of news 
and information promotions fo r  both radio and television. The proposed 
addition w i l l  be 50 f e e t  i n  depth an 162.9 fee t  in width and will be loca.ted 
a t  the northeasterly end of the existing building. 

(4) The existing building contains 91,370 square fee t  and the new addition 
will provide an additional 16,280 square fee t  or  a t o t a l  of 107,650 square 
feet. When the s i t e  was improved i n  1958 NBC employed about 200 personar which 
has expanded t o  365 persons who conduct i ts current operations at the Nebraska 
Avenue s i te .  

(5) Additional of f-street parking f o r  55 automobiles will be provlded 
along the southeasterly side of the &sting building. This w i l l  provide a 
t o t a l  of 258 parking spaces. 

(6) There was no objection t o  the granting of t h i s  appeal registered a t  the 
public hearing. 

The Board notes from the plans on f i l e  tha t  appellant has conformed t o  the 
condition i n  the Bordls order of June 1, 1955, appeal #US9 which requires tha t  
the north 125 fee t  of the parcel exclusive of driveway and access t o  the property 
s h a l l  not be used f o r  autamobile parking or f o r  any other purpose requiring 



building construction, but shall be used ent i re ly  as  a landscaped screening area, 
This has been done and appellant hers remained well behind t h i s  line, 

The Board is of the opinion, from an examination of the records and plans 
f i led,  tha t  it would be a defini te  hardship t o  require a @ e W  t o  conform 
t o  the s t r i c t  application of the variance clause of the regulations, as the 
use was authorized by the Board a f t e r  public hearing, 

We are further of the opinion tha t  a r e q u i r m n t  t o  adhere t o  the regulations 
governing the R-1-B Mstkic t  would resul t  in peculiar and exceptional pract ical  
diff icul t ies  t o  or exceptional and undue hardship upon the owner of the properky, 
We are also of the opinion tha t  t h i s  re l ie f  can be granted without substantial  
detriment t o  the  public good and without substantially hp8iring the intent, 
purpose, and in tegr i ty  of the sons regulations as  the  property in question is  
w e l l  isolated f r o m  any type of residential  eonstructioa. 


