
Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D, C, 
. - -  

PWLIC HEARXNG -I. December 15, 1965 

Appeal No, 8524 President & Directors of Georgetown College, Appellant, 

The Zoning Administrator D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, Appellee, 

On motion duly made, seconded and carr ied with Mr, McXntosh 
dissenting, the  following Order was entered on March 10, 1966, 

-- . 

EFPECT3tVE DATE OP ORDER I- March 21, 1966. 

ORDERED : 

That the  appeal t o  e rec t  l i b r a ry  building upon the campt~s a s  par t  of 
the  College and f o r  approval of roof s t ructures  i n  accordance with Sec8ion 
3308 of the  Zonhg R&galations at the  northwest corner of 37th S t ree t  and 
Prowect  Avenue, Md,) parcel  28/33, near square 1307, be denied, 

Based on t h e  record and on the  testimony adduced at  t he  public hearing, 
the  Board makes the  following: 

(1) I n  August, 1965 Georgetown University submitted its 1985 Master 
Plan showing a l i b ra ry  building a t  S i t e  No, 9, which is tha t  proposed i n  
t h i s  appeal, 

(2) National Capital Planning Commission opposes location of the  
Library on S i t e  Noa 9 and has suggested tha t  it be located a t  S i t e  No, 21 
which is on the present main campus, west of 37th Street ,  

(3) The Commission of Fine Arts has recommended against  location of 
t he  Libraty on S i t e  No, 9 and has suggested it be located within t he  block 
bounded by 3 7 t b  36th, 0 and N Streets ,  NW, 

(4) The Georgetcwu Citizens Association has f i l e d  opposXtion to  the 
appeal* 

The Board concludes t h a t  the  building proposed by appezlant and 

exhibited a t  the hearing presents objectionable conditions (3101,46(a)) 

because of i t s  height, and t h a t  a lower building on S i r e  No, 9 might be 

The appeal n u t  therefore be denied wi$hout prejudice t o  the  r i gh t  

of appellant t o  f i l e  a new appeal a t  any time with revised building plans, 



The Board has given very careful consideration t o  the provisions 

of Sections 3101,4 and 3101,46 of the Zouing Regulations and the 

juriadictton and power of the Board with respect t o  these provisions, 

N o t h i n g  contained i n  e i ther  of these Sections of the Begulations 

defini tely gives t o  the Board the power t o  approve o r  disapprove a 

"plan for  developing the crmrpudl subaitted by any university, Rowever, 

the Board has general jurisdiction to m e r p r e t  the Zoning Regulations, 

I n  addition, the implication i n  these Sections of the Eagulations is 

very strong and, i n  fact, i a  made almost ma.Aatory by Section 3101.4, that 

any campus plan submitted by a university must be approved by the Board 

of Zoning Adjustment a f t e r  submission t o  the National Capital Planning 

Carmsuissh and the Director, Department of Highways and Traffic, The 

specific campas plan under consideratton, being Located i n  Georgeta~n, 

n u t  a l so  be submitted t o  the Commiasicm of Fine Arts, 

No action bas yet been taken by the Board of Zoning Adjustmeat 

approving or disapproving the 1985 Mastex Plan of Georgetown Ihliversity 

but such action w i l l  be taken, Nothing contained in t h i s  Order abwld 

be construed as to constitute approval o r  disappraval of the 1985 meter 

Plan submitted by Georgetown University. 

It is the opinion of the majority of the Board a t  this time that 

appnmal should not be given t o  e x t e s i o n  of the UniPersity east of 37th 

Street, This should not be cowtrued as f ina l  disapproval of such extension, 

but this opinion should be given axs idera t ion  by the University i n  m y  

f i n a l  determination of where the W v e r s i t y  wishes the Library t o  be located. 

XB other words, i f  the extension of the campus east  of 37th Street i s  not 

apprwed by the  Board of Zoning Adjustment, the quadrangle concept of the 

1985 Master Plan aad the location of the Library at  S i t e  No, 9 may possibly 



be subject t o  further cowideration, 

Mr. McLntosb dissents from the decision approving the :ocation of 

the Wbrery at Site No, 9, 


