
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- March 23, 1966 

Appeal No. 8572 Martin Decker, Appellant.  

The Zoning Administrator  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, Appellee,  

On motion duly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  
fol lowing Order was en tered  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on March 30, 1966. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- Apr i l  18, 1966. 

That t h e  appeal  f o r  permission t o  e r e c t  an o f f i c e  bui ld ing  f o r  SP uses ,  
and f o r  roof s t r u c t u r e s  i n  accordance wi th  Sec t ion  3308 of t h e  Zoning Regu- 
l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  no r theas t  corner  of 16 th  and L S t r e e t s ,  NW., l o t s  814, 815, 
816, 817, square 197, be p a r t i a l l y  granted. 

From t h e  records  and t h e  evidence adduced a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing ,  t h e  
Board f i n d s  t h e  fol lowing f a c t s :  

(1) Appel lan t ' s  combined l o t s  have a 70 f o o t  f ron tage  and a depth of 
112 f ee t .  They con ta in  7,840 square f e e t  of land. 

(2) ~ p ~ e l l a n t ' s  l o t s  a r e  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  SP D i s t r i c t .  

(3) Appellant  proposes t o  e r e c t  a s i x  s t o r y  bu i ld ing  wi th  roof 
s t r u c t u r e s .  

(4) The proposed bu i ld ing  w i l l  have a gross  a r e a  of 86,230 square f ee t .  

(5) Appel lant  proposes t o  provide 36 parking spaces. 

( 6 )  The Department of Highways and T r a f f i c  o f f e r s  no ob jec t ion  t o  t h e  
g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal. 

(7) The Department of Highways notes  t h a t  "ne i the r  t h e  proposed parking 
a r e a s  nor t h e  proposed loading dock have access  which would permit t h e i r  use. 
Vehicles  cannot t u r n  i n t o  e i t h e r  of t hese  d r i v e s  from t h e  narrow a l l ey .  
Furthermore, t h e  ramps t o  t h e  parking a r e a  a r e  e n t i r e l y  on pub l i c  space. I n  
t h e  event  t h a t  e i t h e r  L ~ S t s e c t t  d r 3 1 B t h - S t r e e t  should be widened a t  some 
f u t u r e  da t e ,  o r  i f  sewer, water  o r  u t i l i t y  l i n e s  have t o  be placed i n  t h i s  
a r ea ,  t h e s e  ramps would have t o  be closed. Therefore,  a l l  of t h e  parking 
space would be completely inaccess ib le .  

"We, t he re fo re ,  do not  f e e l  t h a t  a va r i ance  should be granted u n t i l  a 
usable  bu i ld ing  p l an  i s  submitted." 

(8) There was no ob jec t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal  r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  pub l i c  hearing. 

OPINION : 

We a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of t h i s  bu i ld ing  w i l l  be  i n  
harmony wi th  e x i s t i n g  uses  on neighboring o r  ad j acen t  p rope r t i e s ,  s a i d  
bu i ld ing  being loca t ed  i n  t h e  SP D i s t r i c t  on a h e a v i l y  t r a v e l e d  thoroughfare 
on which t h e r e  a r e  numerous o t h e r  semi-commercial uses. 
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The Board f inds  t h a t  t he  bui ld ing  w i l l  not  c r e a t e  dangerous o r  otherwise 
ob jec t ionab le  t r a f f i c  condit ions,  However, t h e  Board f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  plans 
shpuld be changed t o  meet t h e  cons idera t ions  s e t  f o r t h  by the  Department 
of Highways and Tra f f i c .  

So much of t h e  appeal  p e r t a i n s  t o  roof s t r u c t u r e s  i s  not granted  by t h e  
Board. A t  t h e  present  time, t h e  plans a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  Board a r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  
t o  make a judgement, More comprehensive plans must be presented t o  t h e  Board 
before  t h e r e  w i l l  be  an  approval of t h e  roof s t r u c t u r e s ,  

The ~ o a r d ' s  Order i s  condit ioned upon t h e  a p p e l l a n t ' s  submission of 
p lans  t o  reso lve  t h e  access  problems pointed ou t  by t h e  Department of 
Highways and T r a f f i c ,  

The Board r e t a i n s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over  the use of t h e  proposed bu i ld ing  a s  
provided i n  A r t i c l e  4 1  of t he  Zoning Regulations, 


