
Before t he  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS -- May 18 and June 15,  1966  

Appeal No. 8743 Pres ident  and Directors  of Georgetown College, 
appel lants .  

The Board of Zoning Adjustment having o r ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion .  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  
t h e  following Order was entered a t  the  meeting of t h e  Board on 
August 31, 1966.  

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- O c t .  4 ,  1966 

ORDERED : 

That the  appeal f o r  permission t o  e r e c t  addi t ions  t o  the  
Georgetown University Hospital ,  f o r  approval of roof s t ruc tu re s  
f o r  t he  addi t ion ,  and f o r  permission t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  parking 
f a c i l i t y  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  University Hospital ,  on t h e  south s ide  
of Reservoir Road, NW., between 38th S t r e e t  and Arizona Avenue, NW., 
parcels  28/31 and 28/38, near  square S-1312, be granted. 

From the  records and the  evidence submitted i n  t h i s  appeal, 
t h e  Board f i nds  t he  following f a c t s :  

(1) The buildings f o r  which the  approval i s  sought a r e  t o  
be located on t he  w e s t  s i de  of t he  ex i s t i ng  hosp i ta l  and t o  the  
r e a r  of the  ex i s t i ng  Medical-Dental School Building. The 
spec i f i c  buildings a r e  a  Dental Cl in ic  Building (No. 34) ,  a  
bas ic  science s t ruc tu re  (No. 41)  , a podium s t ruc tu re  (No. 39) , 
and a Medical Library (No. 4 0 ) ,  a s  i d e n t i f i e d  on p l a t  Exhibi t  
No. 8. 

(2) The parking f a c i l i t y  f o r  which approval i s  sought is 
t o  be located i n  f r o n t ,  i.e. t o  t h e  north,  of t he  hosp i ta l  and 
w i l l  provide o f f - s t r e e t  parking spaces f o r  approximately 532 
ca r s  i n  4 underground l eve l s  and one deck parking leve l .  This 
parking f a c i l i t y  is shown on the  p l a t  Exhibi t  No. 1 and the  
e levat ion Exhibi t  No. 1. 

(3) In  Appeal No. 8331, t h i s  Board approved the  Children 's  
Diagnostic and Development Center aB an addit ion t o  the  University 
Hospital  Building. 
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( 4 )  In Appeal No. 8712, t h i s  Board approved the  request  
f o r  o f f - s t r e e t  parking i n  f r o n t  of the University Nursing School 
Building, which i s  located t o  t he  e a s t  of t he  Hospital  building. 

(5)  The University present ly  proposes t o  const ruct  t he  
sub jec t  bui ldings i n  s tages  over a f i v e  t o  t en  year period. The 
Hospital  bui lding and the  sub jec t  bui ldings a r e  connected by a 
podium (No. 39 i n  Exhibi t  No. l ) ,  which i s  a t h r ee  l eve l  s t ruc tu re  
containing classrooms and labora to r ies ,  which i s  t o  be constructed 
on allowance of t h i s  appeal. 

( 6 )  The bas ic  science s t r u c t u r e  (No. 41) is t o  be a seven- 
s t o ry  building with space f o r  bas ic  science classrooms and 
labora to r ies .  The Dental C l in i c  s t r u c t u r e  (No. 34) i s  t o  be a 
f ive-s tory  building f o r  use a s  a den ta l  c l i n i c .  The Medical 
Library Building (No. 40) i s  t o  be a four-story building. These 
t h r ee  bui ld ings  w i l l  rise above the  podium and w i l l  provide an 
expanded a r ea  i n  the  i n  t he  un ivers i ty  campus complex f o r  
classrooms, auditoriums, l abora to r ies ,  and l i b r a r y .  

(7) The proposed parking f a c i l i t y ,  t o  be located i n  f r o n t  
and t o  t h e  nor th ,  of t he  Georgetown University Hospital  w i l l  
have four  underground l e v e l s  and a surface  parking area. The 
upper surface  of t h i s  parking f a c i l i t y  t o  be landscaped t o  pro- 
vide shie ld ing and screening from Reservoir Road. I n  addi t ion  
t he re  is t o  be a p lant ing box t h a t  f u r t h e r  screens t he  surface 
parking spaces from Reservoir Road. 

(8 )  The National Planning Commission, by letter dated 
June 2 1 ,  1966 ,  submitted i t s  repor t  on t he  proposed buildings and 
the  parking s t ruc tu re  t o  t he  Board of Zoning Adjustment. In  t h i s  
repor t  the  Commission found t h e  following: 

That the  proposed bui ld ings  f o r  classrooms, labor- 
a t o r i e s ,  den ta l  c l i n i c ,  and medical l i b r a r y  a r e  
within the  area  recognized a s  the  campus of the  
University; 

That the  proposed bui ld ings  a r e  so  located t h a t  
they a r e  no t  l i k e l y  t o  become object ionable t o  
neighboring property because of noise ,  t r a f f i c ,  
number of s tudents ,  o r  otherwise object ionable 
conditions ; 

That t he  proposed parking f a c i l i t y  conforms t o  t h e  
Univers i ty ' s  campus development plan; 
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(d) That t he  parking f a c i l i t y  i s  no t  l i k e l y  t o  become 
becuase of noise o r  t r a f f i c  s ince  t he  t r a f f i c  t o  
and from t h e  hosp i t a l  must use Reservoir Road 
regardless  where t he  necessary parking f a c i l i t i e s  
a r e  located.  

(9)  I n  i t s  r epo r t ,  t he  Commission fu r the r  recommended 
(1) t h a t  t he  Board postpone ac t ion  u n t i l  assurances a r e  received 
from the  University t h a t  the  proposed road along the  west boun- 

dary of t h e  campus be located s o  a s  no t  t o  encroach on Glover 
Archbold Park, (2 )  t h a t  no surface  parking be permitted i n  
f r o n t  of the  Hospital ,  (3) a minimum 40-foot setback be required 
between Reservoir Road and the  underground parking s t ruc tu re ,  and 
( 4 )  t h a t  the  ex i s t i ng  t r e e s  along the  south s ide  of Reservoir 
Road be required t o  be preserved. The Commission a l s o  recommended 
t h a t  f u r t h e r  considerat ion be given t o  the  locat ion of t h e  access 
t o  t h e  parking s t ruc tu re .  

(10)  Applicants submitted, by let ter  dated June 21 ,  1966, a 
statement and evidence t o  meet a l l  t h e  recommendations of t he  
National Capi ta l  Planning Commission, a s  follows: 

(a)  A revised s i te  plan showing the  establishment of a 
p r iva t e  roadway e n t i r e l y  on University property a t  
the  western end of the  medical center .  This roadway 
w i l l  serve a s  an access roadway f o r  emergency vehic les  
supplying the  da i l y  needs of t h e  Hospital .  

(b) Two exh ib i t s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t he  perspect ive and screening 
of t he  parking s t ruc tu re .  This parking s t ruc tu re  
has been screened and designed i n  such a way t h a t  
it is  impossible t o  see t h e  c a r s  parked on t he  sur- 
face  area from Reservoir Road. This was accomplished 
by an embmkmeh&-rising approximately by sidewalk 
grade a t  Reservoir ~ o a d ,  on top of which w i l l  be a 
p lan te r  box with appropriate  p lant ing t o  completely 
screen the  ca r s  from view. Additionally,  a s  the  
exh ib i t s  ind ica te ,  t he  screening provides a t ran-  
s i t i o n  area  between Reservoir Road and the  Hospital  
bui lding i t s e l f  and coordinates the  pedestr ian plaza 
i n  f r o n t  of t h e  hosp i ta l .  
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(c) The revised  s i te  plan submitted a s  an e x h i b i t  with 
the June 21, 1966 letter,  c a l l e d  f o r  a minimum s e t -  
back of 40  f e e t  from Reservoir Road and t he  preser-  
va t ion  of e x i s t i n g  trees. 

(d) Exhibi ts  showing separa te  e x i t s  f o r  each parking 
s t ruc tu r e ,  ind ica t ing  maximum c i r cu l a t i on  of 
vehic les  and quick ingress  and egress .  

(11) The Department of Highways and T ra f f i c  o f f e r s  no 
objec t ion  t o  t he  grant ing of t h i s  appeal. However, t h e  Department 
recommends t h a t  t h e  University r ev i s e  i ts Master P l a n s  t o  provide 
adequate north-south access f a c i l i t i e s  both e a s t  and w e s t  of t he  
campus, and s t a t e s  i n  i t s  r epo r t  t h a t  "Acceptance of t h i s  variance 
should no t  be i n t e rp re t ed  a s  approval o f ,  o r  concurrence i n ,  t h e  
Master Plan a s  submitted. Neither does it imply approval o r  
r e j ec t i on  of driveway loca t ion  o r  design changes, o r  the  c los ing 
of s t r e e t s . "  

(12 )  The proposed educat ional  bui ld ing containing l abo ra to r i e s ,  
l e c t u r e  h a l l s ,  and o f f i c e s  w i l l  have f i v e  (5) s t o r i e s ,  t h r ee  of 
which a r e  above t h e  basement. The t o t a l  f l o o r  a r ea  of t he  bui lding 
w i l l  be 221,500 square f e e t .  The proposed roof s t r u c t u r e  has an 
a rea  of 1,310 square f e e t  and w i l l  house fans ,  exhausts ,  e l eva to r  
machinery and cooling equipment. 

(13) The proposed den t a l  c l i n i c  w i l l  have f i v e  (5) s t o r i e s ,  
t h r e e  of which a r e  above the  basement, and contain 113,700 square 
f e e t .  The proposed roof s t r u c t u r e  has an a r e a  of 2,700 square 
f e e t  and w i l l  house fans ,  exhaust,  e l eva to r  and machinery. 

( 1 4 )  The proposed medical l i b r a r y  w i l l  have four  s t o r i e s ,  
two of which a r e  above t h e  basement and contain 36,000 square 
f e e t .  The proposed roof s t r u c t u r e  has an a rea  of 1 ,160  square 
f e e t  and w i l l  house e l eva to r  machinery, s t a i r ,  exhaust chases, 
duct  chases and fans.  

(15) The roof s t r uc tu r e s  f o r  each proposed building w i l l  be 
constructed of mate r ia l  i d e n t i c a l  i n  appearance t o  t h a t  used on the  
street s i d e  of t h e  bui lding.  

(16) The roof s t r u c t u r e  appeal is granted under plan by 
Mariani Associates,  a r c h i t e c t s ,  drawings No. 1 ,2 ,3  and 4 f o r  
Appeal No. 8743, approved and signed by M r .  Arthur P. Davis, 
member of the Board, on September 21,  1966. 
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(17) Opposit ion t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  has  
been f i l e d .  

OPINION : 

It i s  o u r  opinion t h a t  t h e  proposed a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  
Hospi ta l  and t h e  proposed parking f a c i l i t y  are n o t  l i k e l y  t o  
become ob jec t ionab le  t o  t h e  neighboring proper ty  becuase of 
no i se ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of s t u d e n t s  o r  o t h e r  ob jec t ionab le  
condi t ions .  The proposed bu i ld ings  m e e t  t h e  requirements of 
Paragraph 3101.46 of the Zoning Regulat ions  and t h e  parking 
f a c i l i t y  meets t h e  parking requirements of t h e  Regulations.  

The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  roof s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  t h e  
proposed bu i ld ings  w i l l  harmonize wi th  t h e  street f ron tage  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  material, and c o l o r ,  The 
roof s t r u c t u r e s  are i n  harmony wi th  t h e  purpose and i n t e n t  of  
t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and w i l l  n o t  t end  t o  a f f e c t  adverse ly  t h e  
use of neighboring proper ty .  

I t  is  a l s o  our  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  
w i l l  be i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  gene ra l  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  
Zoning Regulat ions  and maps and w i l l  n o t  tend t o  a f f e c t  adverse ly  
t h e  use of neighboring p r o p e r t i e s  i n  accordance wi th  s a i d  Zoning 
Regulat ions  and maps, 


