
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- J u l y  13,  1966 

Appeal No. 8831 James D. Thomas, appe l l an t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia, appe l lee .  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fol lowing Order was en te red  t t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
J u l y  18 ,  1966. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- J u l y  27, 1966 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appeal  f o r  a var iance  from t h e  provis ions  of Sec t ion  
7502 t o  permi t  a  swimming pool  and accessory bu i ld ing  i n  f r o n t  of 
dwel l ing a t  #20 - 7th  S t r e e t ,  NE., l o t  830, square  868, be gran ted .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) Appe l l an t ' s  p roper ty  i s  loca ted  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

(2)  An i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  proper ty  was conducted by t h e  Board 
on J u l y  11, 1966. The l o t  is  improved wi th  a  two-story b r i c k  dwel l ing 
which sits back from t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  l o t .  The f r o n t  of t h e  l o t  has  
high b r i c k  w a l l s  (6 f e e t )  and wooden g a t e s  of t h e  same height .  The 
proper ty  was very c l ean  and w e l l  kep t .  

(3) The l o t  h a s  a  25 f o o t  f ron tage  on 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  NE. and a  
depth  of 96 f e e t .  The l o t  con ta ins  2070 square  f e e t  of land.  

( 4 )  The dwel l ing i s  a  r e s t o r e d  c a r r i a g e  house and s i t s  on t h e  
r e a r  l o t  l i n e .  

(5) Appel lant  proposes t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  swimming pool  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  yard a s  t h e r e  i s  no r e a r  yard t o  t h e  l o t .  

(6) A high masonry w a l l  extends from t h e  ends of t h e  bu i ld ings  
on e i t h e r  s i d e  t o  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l  of a p p e l l a n t ' s  dwel l ing,  thus  making 
t h e  l o t  completely enclosed.  

(7) A parking space f o r  one automobile i s  provided on t h e  site. 

(8) No oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appeal  was r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing.  One le t ter  on f i l e  from t h e  proper ty  owner a t  
25 - 7 th  S t r e e t  f avor s  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appeal.  The Cap i to l  H i l l  
Res to ra t ion  Soc ie ty  f avor s  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal.  
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(9 )  Sec t ion  7502.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  provides  t h a t  
"an accessory bu i ld ing  s h a l l  be l o c a t e d  only i n  a  rear yard ,  except  
t h a t  an accessory p r i v a t e  garage may be loca ted  i n  a  s i d e  yard under 
t h e  s p e c i a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  of Sec t ion  7401." 

O P I N I O N :  

W e  are of t h e  opinion t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  has  proved a hardship  
wi th in  t h e  meaning of t h e  va r i ance  c l a u s e  of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions .  
The s u b j e c t  l o t  h a s  no rear yard.  The proposed swimming pool ,  
al though i n  t h e  f r o n t  yard ,  w i l l  have no adverse  a f f e c t  upon nearby 
or ad jo in ing  proper ty  f o r  t h e  reason t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  com- 
p l e t e l y  screened by h igh  b r i c k  wa l l s .  The requested r e l i e f  can be 
gran ted  wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r imen t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and without  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impair ing t h e  purpose, i n t e n t ,  and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  
zone p lan  as embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and Map. 


