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PUBLIC HEARING -- July 13, 1966 

Appeal No. 8849 W i l l i a m  H. Jordan, appel lant .  

The Zoning Administrator of the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, appellee.  

On motion duly made, seconded with M r .  Hatton dissent ing,  
the following Order was entered a t  t he  meeting of t he  Board on 
July  18, 1966. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- Sept. 1 2 ,  1966 

ORDERED : 

That the  appeal f o r  a variance from the  requirements of Section 
3301.1 requir ing 900 square f e e t  of l o t  area per u n i t  i n  conversion 
of building i n t o  t h r ee  apartments a t  916 East  Capitol  Street, l o t  
803, square 941 ,  be granted. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) Appellant 's  property i s  located i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

( 2 )  The l o t  has a 20 f o o t  frontage on East Capitol  S t r e e t  with 
a depth of 80 f e e t ,  and contains 1,600 square f e e t  of land. 

(3) The l o t  i s  improved with a two s to ry  brick row dwelling 
with an English basement. No parking i s  provided on t he  si te.  

( 4 )  The building was constructed approximately s i x t y  years 
ago a s  a self-contained duplex. I t  has been occupied over the  years 
as  a two, and a t  t i m e s  a th ree ,  u n i t  building. No occupancy permits 
have ever been issued. 

(5) Appellant purchased the  property i n  May, 1966 and the  
premises were vacant a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

(6) Appellant states t h a t  the  purchase p r ice  was $24,000 and 
approximately $25,000 w i l l  be spent  i n  remodeling t he  s t ruc tu re .  

(7)  Appellant proposes t o  remove the  porch on the  f r o n t  of 
the  house and t o  e r e c t  new f r o n t  s t a i r s  thereby exposing more of t h e  
basement. 

(8) Appellant proposes t o  provide th ree  two bedroom apartments 
of 1,100, 1,040, and 1,100 square f e e t  each, one apartment being on 
each f l o o r  and i n  the  basement. 
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(9) The 900 block of Eas t  Cap i to l  S t r e e t  con ta ins  22 bu i ld ings  
of which 13  a r e  rooming houses. 

(10) The s i z e  of t h e  l o t  i s  1,100 square  f e e t  less t h a t  t h e  
2,700 square  f e e t  of land r equ i red  by t h e  Zoning Regulations t o  con- 
v e r t  t o  t h r e e  apartment u n i t s  i n  t h e  R-4 Distr ic t .  

(11) No oppos i t ion  was r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing  t o  
t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal .  The record  con ta ins  one le t ter  opposing 
t h e  g ran t ing  of  t h e  appeal  and one l e t t e r  i n  f avor .  The Cap i to l  H i l l  
Res tora t ion  Socie ty  f avor s  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appea l  and t h e  
Cap i to l  H i l l  Community Council ,  Inc .  opposes gran t ing .  

OPINION : 

W e  a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  has  proved a  hardship  
wi th in  t h e  meaning of t h e  va r i ance  c l ause  of  t h e  Regulations and t h a t  
a  d e n i a l  of t h e  r e q u e s t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  p e c u l i a r  and excep t iona l  
p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue hardship  upon t h e  owner. 

W e  a r e  f u r t h e r  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h i s  r e l i e f  can be gran ted  
wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r iment  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and wi thout  sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  impair ing t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose,  and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone 
plan a s  embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulations and Map. 

Reference is  made t o  t h e  Opinion forming p a r t  of ou r  Order i n  
Appeal No. 8631 f o r  a  s ta tement  of t h e  reasons of t h e  ma jo r i ty  of 
t h e  Board f o r  g r a n t i n g  t h i s  and s imilar  appea ls .  

M r .  Ha t ton ' s  reasons f o r  d i s s e n t i n g  are t h e  same as s t a t e d  i n  
Appeal N o .  8810. 


