
Before the  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- August 24, 1966 

Appeal No. 8885 Norman Bernstein e t  a l ,  appel lant .  

The Zoning Administrator of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, appel lee.  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  
t he  following Order w a s  en tered  a t  t he  meeting of t he  Board on 
August 31, 1966. 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appeal f o r  a variance from t h e  requirements of 
Section 3101.411(a) t o  permit accessory o f f - s t r e e t  parking 
located  on l o t  6, square 2106, and east of and adjoining 2737 
Cathedral Avenue, NW., be denied. 

1 
FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) The sub jec t  property i s  an unimproved l o t  located i n  
an R-3 D i s t r i c t .  

(2) The l o t  has a frontage of 58.27 f e e t  on Cathedral 
Avenue, a r e a r  l o t  l i n e  of 47.59 f e e t ,  an eas te rn  l o t  l i n e  of 
139.51 f e e t ,  a western l o t  l i n e  of 143.82 f e e t ,  and contains 
7,974 square f ee t .  

(3) The property abuts  a 15-foot public  a l l e y  a t  the  
r e a r  and e a s t  l o t  l i n e s .  

(4 )  I t  i s  proposed t o  use t h e  property bo park automobiles, 
serving only t he  occupants of t he  apartment bui lding a t  3000 
Connecticut Avenue. 

(5) The property t o  t he  w e s t  of t h e  l o t  i s  occupied by 
t he  Chancery of t h e  Government of Mauritania. A nonconforming 
gas s t a t i o n  i s  across the  a l l e y  from the  r e a r  of t h e  property.  

(6) The bui lding a t  3000 Connecticut Avenue now has 136 
o f f - s t r e e t  parking spaces,  116 apartment u n i t s ,  53 o f f i c e s  of 
doctors ,  d e n t i s t s  and o thers ,  seven stores (grocery, l iquor ,  
beauty shop, barber shop, drug store, tavern ,  and dressmaker) 
and the  o f f i c e s  of the  Terminix Company. 



(7)  Opposition t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal  w a s  r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  pub l i c  hearing. The Woodley Park Community Associat ion 
opposes t h e  appeal and t h e  record  con ta ins  t h i r t e e n  (13) letters 

from r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  area and a p e t i t i o n  s igned by 113 r e s i d e n t s ,  
a l l  i n  opposi t ion.  

OPINION : 

W e  are of t h e  opinion t h a t  the establ ishment  of t h i s  parking 
l o t  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  w i l l  have an adverse impact on t h e  nearby 
r e s i d e n t i a l  property and a f f e c t  adversely t h e  p resen t  cha rac te r  
and f u t u r e  development of the neighborhood. A t  p e e s e ~ t  t h e  l o t  
c o n s t i t u t e s  a b u f f e r  between t h e  more r e s t r i c t e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  
neighborhood and t h e  l a r g e  apartments and t h e  gasol ine  s t a t i o n .  
A parking l o t  would n o t  be a s u i t a b l e  development co@patible 
w i t h  t h e  s i n g l e  family dwellings nearby, and would have a tendency 
t o  produce objec t ionable  f a c t o r s  such as no i se ,  t r a f f k c  congestion, 
fumes, etc. I 

The establ ishment  of t h i s  parking l o t  use would n o t  be i n  
harmony with t h e  genera l  purpose of t h e  R-3 zoning and would be 
i n c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  zone plan as 
embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulations and Map. 


