
Before t he  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS--August 24  & October 1 2 ,  1966 

Appeal No. 8891 W i l l i a m  E.  Richards, appel lant .  

The Zoning Administrator of the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, appel lee .  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  
t h e  following Order was entered a t  t he  meeting of t h e  Board on 
October 17, 1966. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- NOV. 7, 1966  

That t h e  appeal f o r  permission t o  change a nonconforming use 
of a s torage  warehouse t o  an a r t i s t ' s  and s cu lp to r ' s  s tud io  a t  t h e  
r e a r  of 318 - 3rd S t r e e t ,  NE., l o t  813, square 756, be granted. 

From the  record and t h e  evidence adduced a t  t h e  public  hearings,  
t he  Board f i nds  t h e  following f a c t s :  

(1) The l a s t  use of t h e  sub jec t  property was f o r  automobile 
parking and storage.  This use was under c e r t i f i c a t e  of occupancy 
no. B45307, dated Ju ly  10, 1964 .  (Exhibi t  No. 16b).  

( 2 )  The combined previous use of "automobile parking and 
storaget t  i s  a Class  I1 nonconforming use,  which i s  permitted i n  t h e  
C-2 zoning d i s t r i c t .  

(3) An  a r t i s t ' s  and s cu lp to r ' s  s tud io  i s  permitted i n  t h e  SP 
zoning d i s t r i c t  under t he  Zoning Regulations. 

(4 )  Pursuant t o  7104.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulations, t h e  combined 
use of automobile parking and s torage  may be changed t o  an a r t i s t ' s  
and s cu lp to r ' s  s tudio.  

(5)  The proposed use f o r  the  sub jec t  premises involves sculp- 
t u r i ng  i n  c lay ,  wax, p l a s t e r  and bronze. The sculptured ob j ec t s  
and molds a r e  prepared of p l a s t e r  and r e f r ac to ry  mater ia l .  This 
phase of t he  work involves p r a c t i c a l l y  no noise  and accounts f o r  
approximately 95% of t he  work i n  t he  s tudio .  Approximately 5% of 
t he  work i s  devoted t o  the  a c t u a l  cas t ing  of bronze i n t o  molds. 



These cas t ings  a r e  no t  over th ree  (3)  f e e t  i n  height.  The cas t ing  
i s  s imi l a r  t o  t he  operation of a normal heat ing system i n  a house. 
The furnace w i l l  be gas heated and i s  completely s e l f  contained. 

(6 )  The proposed use i s  present ly  located  a t  t h e  r e a r  of 
3108 M Street, NW. and f o r  the  l a s t  nine (9) years no complaints 
have been received from neighbors. The neighborhood i n  the  v i c i n i t y  
of 3108 M Street contains single-family residences and apartment 
un i t s .  

(7 )  The sub jec t  premises i s  located on a t en  (10) foo t  a l l e y  
and i s  i n  an R-5-B zoning d i s t r i c t .  However, immediately adjacent  
t o  t h e  north property i s  zoned C-2. 

(8) No object ion t o  the  granting of t h i s  appl ica t ion was 
r eg i s t e r ed  a t  t he  publ ic  hearing. 

OPINION : 

The Board i s  of t he  opinion t h a t  t he  grant ing of t h i s  
appl ica t ion t o  change a nonconforming use from auto parking and 
s torage  t o  an a r t i s t ' s  and s cu lp to r ' s  s tud io  i s  i n  accordance 
and i n  harmony with the  general  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning 
Regulations and w i l l  no t  tend t o  a f f e c t  adversely t he  use of 
neighboring proper t ies .  


