
Before t h e  Board of zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- March 2 2 ,  1967 

Appeal No. 9118 James J. Johnson, a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, appe l l ee .  

On motion duly made, seconded and c a r r i e d ,  wi th  M r .  
Samuel Scr ivener ,  Jr. absen t ,  t h e  fol lowing Order was eh te red  
a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on March 28, 1967. 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appea l  f o r  permission t o  use e x i s t i n g  garage i n  
r e a r  of 908 Kennedy S t r e e t ,  NW. a s  a u t o  maintenance shop, l o t  
75, square  2995, be denied. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) The s u b j e c t  p roper ty  i s  loca ted  i n  a  C-2 Distr ic t .  

( 2 )  The proper ty  was inspec ted  by t h e  Board on March 2 1 ,  
1967 and found t o  be improved with  a  s i n g l e  s t o r y  c inde r  block 
bu i ld ing  with  access  from a  narrow pub l i c  a l l e y  which comes t o  
a  dead end. 

( 3 )  Appel lant  d e s i r e s  t o  use t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  s t o r e  and 
maintain v e h i c l e s  used i n  a  water-proofing bus iness ,  t h e s e  being 
f o u r  t r u c k s ,  two c a r s ,  and two gas  operated mixers. 

( 4 )  The proper ty  has a  f rontage  of 23 f e e t  on Kennedy 
S t r e e t ,  a  depth of 142.50 f e e t  and con ta ins  3,277.50 square  f e e t .  
A bu i ld ing  f a c e s  Kennedy S t r e e t .  

(5) The garage i s  twenty-two (22) f e e t  wide on t h e  o u t s i d e  
and twenty-eight (28) f e e t  deep. 

( 6 )  The a b u t t i n g  pub l i c  a l l e y  i s  f i f t e e n  (15 f e e t  a t  i t s  
widest  p o i n t  and narrows t o  a  width of seven (7)  f e e t  and f i v e  
( 5 )  inches .  

(7) No oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal  was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing.  The f i l e  con ta ins  two ( 2 )  
letters from r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  neighborhood i n  oppos i t ion  t o  t h i s  
appeal .  



OPINION: 

We a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h i s  appeal  must be denied.  
Although t h i s  garage i s  loca ted  on commercially zoned land ,  
it i s  loca ted  i n  a very congested neighborhood and i s  i n  c l o s e  
proximity t o  r e s i d e n t i a l l y  zoned property .  The a l l e y  i s  very 
narrow and can only be e n t e r e d  from one way. I t  deadends a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  garage and i s  separa ted  from r e s i d e n t i a l  pro- 
p e r t y  by t h i s  smal l  a l l e y .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  use proposed 
f o r  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  would have an adverse  e f f e c t  upon ad jacen t  
and nearby proper ty  and would impair  t h e  p resen t  c h a r a c t e r  
and f u t u r e  development of t h i s  neighborhood. 


