Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C,
PUBLIC HEARING -~ April 12, 1967

Appeal No, 9190 First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, D.C.,
appellant,

The Zoning Administrator of the District of Columbia, appellee,

On motion duly made, seconded and carried, with Mr, Samuel Scrivener,

Jr, dissenting, the following Order was entered at the meeting of the Board on
April 18, 1967,

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - June 15, 1967
ORDERED:
That the appeal for variance from the use provisions of the SP District
to permit retail sales of objects of art, food, and beverages in a community
center building operated by non-profit organization at 1636 O Street, lot

29, square 181, be partially granted conditionally,

FINDINGS OF FACT:

(1) The subject property is located in an SP District,

(2) The property is improved with a three-story brick row structure
which is now occupied by a secton of the church which is located at the
southwest corner of 16th and O Streets, NW,

(3) Appellant describes the proposed use of the property as "community
center sponsored by the Massachusetts Avenue Mile Ministry, an organization
of community churches, for the purpose of providing a center of activity and
dialogue for young people and young adults, As envisioned it will provide
a setting in which one might experience meaningful dialogue through conver-
sation, art forms, and silence by using the talent which is available to
express the various natures of man's creative search, Through music, art,
and dram, man's isolation, his loneliness his need for -relationship is
proclaimed,”

(4) The proposed use of the building is as follows:

(b) Basement -- The Community of Christ Lutheran Church, Inc,,
(a non-profit organization) will be the sole owner of stock
in the Contemporary Arts, Inc,, a venture established in con-
junction with the Massachusetts Avenue Mile Ministry to offer
a retail outlet for quality items in the area of the Church
and the Arts, including books, sculpture, paintings, liturgical
arts, wood cuts, etec, Such a project is an extension of the
church's ministry and mission to people it has difficulty
reaching in its tratitional forms, Any profit from the Con-

temporary Arts, Inc, will go back into the Community of Christ,
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(b) First floor -- The Massachusetts Avenue Mile Mi nistry, an
organization of downtown churches, will sponsor a Coffee

House directed to the needs of single young adults of its
churches, Light refreshments consisting of non-alcoholic
beverages and ready-to-serve foods will be available for
a charge sufficient to meet cost, Opportunity will be
given for participants to provide entertainment through
music or dramatic presentation,

(c) Second floor -- Office space for staff, lounge for use as
dialogue center and for small group discussions,

(d) Third floor -- Apartment used by First Baptist Church as
quarters for caretaker,

(5) The Massachusetts Avenue Mile Ministry will underwrite the expenses
of this community center,

(6) There will be no preparation of food on the premises, Only ready
to serve foods will be utilized,

(7) Section 4101,36 provides that a community center building may be
located in an SP District as a matter of right,

(8) No opposition to the granting of this appeal was registered at the
public hearing,

OPINION:

We are of the opinion that the requested variance can be granted in part,
The community center aspect of the property influences our decision to grant
permission for the sale of foods and beverages., Inasmuch as the sales to be
made are only to cover the expenses of the product, we do not think that such
use will have any detrimental effect upon nearby or adjoining property., The
use will be entirely within the building and will not be available to persons
who come in off the street as an ordinary retail store,

However, we do not think the sale of art objects would be compatible with
the SP zoning classification, The SP zoning does not contemplate ordynary
commercial uses of any type., Any commercial uses are adjuncts of other SP
uses, In this case, the sales would be similar to those made in an art
store and that is not permitted in the SP District, However, an art gallery
is a permitted use -- a place where objects of art are displayed,

BY ORDER OF THE D,C, BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

ATTESTED:

JAMES E, BESS
Secretary of the Board
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