
Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- A p r i l  12, 1967 

Appeal No. 9190 F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of t h e  C i t y  of Washington, D.C., 
a p p e l l a n t ,  

The Zoning Admin i s t r a t o r  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, appe l l e e .  

On motion d u l y  made, seconded and c a r r i e d ,  w i th  M r .  Samuel Sc r i vene r ,  
Jr, d i s s e n t i n g ,  t h e  fo l lowing  Order was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
A p r i l  18, 1967, 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - June  15, 1967 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  appea l  f o r  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  u se  p rov i s i ons  of t h e  SP D i s t r i c t  
t o  permi t  r e t a i l  s a l e s  of o b j e c t s  of a r t ,  food,  and beverages  i n  a  community 
c e n t e r  b u i l d i n g  ope ra t ed  by non -p ro f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  1636 0 S t r e e t ,  l o t  
29, s q u a r e  181, be p a r t i a l l y  g r an t ed  c o n d i t i o n a l l y .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: - 
(1) The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  is  l o c a t e d  i n  an  SP D i s t r i c t ,  

(2) The p r o p e r t y  i s  improved w i th  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  row s t r u c t u r e  
which i s  now occupied by a  s e c t o n  of t h e  church which i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  
southwest  co rne r  of 16 th  and 0 S t r e e t s ,  NW. 

(3) Appe l lan t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  proposed use  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  a s  "community 
c e n t e r  sponsored by t h e  Massachuse t t s  Avenue Mile Min i s t r y ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of corninunity churches ,  f o r  t h e  purpose of providring a  c e n t e r  of a c t i v i t y  and 
d i a logue  f o r  young people  and young a d u l t s .  A s  env is ioned  i t  w i l l  p rov ide  
a  s e t t i n g  i n  which one might exper ience  meaningful d i a logue  through conver- 
s a t i o n ,  a r t  forms, and s i l e n c e  by u s ing  t h e  t a l e n t  which i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
exp re s s  t h e  v a r i o u s  n a t u r e s  o f  man's c r e a t i v e  sea rch .  Through music,  a r t ,  
and dram, man's i s o l a t i o n ,  h i s  l o n e l i n e s s  h i s  need f o r  - r e l a t i o n s h i p  is  
proclaimed." 

(4) The proposed use  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  is a s  fo l lows :  

(b) Basement -- The Community of C h r i s t  Lutheran Church, Inc., 
(a  non -p ro f i t  o rgan i za t i on )  w i l l  be t h e  s o l e  owner of s t o c k  
i n  t h e  Contemporary A r t s ,  Inc., a  v e n t u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  con- 
j u n c t i o n  w i th  t h e  Massachuset ts  Avenue Mile M i n i s t r y  t o  o f f e r  
a  r e t a i l  o u t l e t  f o r  q u a l i t y  i tems i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  Church 
and t h e  Arts, i nc lud ing  books, s c u l p t u r e ,  p a i n t i n g s ,  l i t u r g i c a l  
a r t s ,  wood c u t s ,  e t c ,  Such a  p r o j e c t  is an  e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  
church ' s  m i n i s t r y  and miss ion  t o  people  i t  ha s  d i f f i c u l t y  
rea.ching i n  i t s  t r a t i t i o n a l  forms, Any p r o f i t  from t h e  Con- 

temporary Arts, Inc.  w i l l  go back i n t o  t h e  Community of C h r i s t .  



(b) F i r s t  f l o o r  -- The Massachusetts Avenue Mile M i  n i s t r y ,  an  
o rgan iza t ion  of downtown churches,  w i l l  sponsor a  Coffee 
House d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  needs of s i n g l e  young a d u l t s  of i t s  
churches. L ight  refreshments  c o n s i s t i n g  of non-alcohol ic  
beverages and ready-to-serve foods w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
a  charge s u f f i c i e n t  t o  meet cos t .  Opportuni ty  w i l l  be 
given f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  provide en te r ta inment  through 
music o r  d ramat ic  p re sen t a t i on .  

(c) Second f l o o r  -- O f f i c e  space f o r  s t a f f ,  lounge f o r  use  a s  
d ia logue  c e n t e r  and f o r  smal l  group d i scus s ions ,  

(d) Thi rd  f l o o r  -- Apartment used by F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church a s  
q u a r t e r s  f o r  ca re t ake r .  

(5) The Massachusetts Avenue Mile Min i s t ry  w i l l  underwri te  t h e  expenses 
of t h i s  community cen te r .  

(6) There w i l l  be no p repa ra t i on  of food on t h e  premises. Only ready 
t o  s e r v e  foods w i l l  be u t i l i z e d .  

(7) Sec t ion  4101.36 provides  t h a t  a  community c e n t e r  bu i ld ing  may be 
l oca t ed  i n  an  SP D i s t r i c t  as  a  ma t t e r  of r i g h t .  

(8) No oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  a.ppea1 was r e g i s t e r e d  a.t t h e  
p u b l i c  hear ing.  

OPINION : 
We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  reques ted  v a r i a n c e  can be gran ted  i n  p a r t .  

The community c e n t e r  a spec t  of t h e  p rope r ty  i n f luences  our  d e c i s i o n  t o  g r a n t  
permission f o r  t h e  s a l e  of foods and beverages. Inasmuch a s  t h e  s a l e s  t o  be 
made a r e  on ly  t o  cover t h e  expenses of t h e  product ,  we do not  t h i n k  t h a t  such 
use  w i l l  have any de t r imen ta l  e f f e c t  upon nearby o r  ad jo in ing  property.  The 
use w i l l  be e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  and w i l l  not  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  persons 
who come i n  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t  a s  an  o r d i n a r y  r e t a i l  s t o r e .  

However, we do not  t h ink  t h e  s a l e  of a r t  o b j e c t s  would be compatible with 
t h e  SP zoning c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  The SP zoning does not  contemplate ordznary 
commercial uses  of any type. Any commercial uses  a r e  ad junc t s  of o t h e r  SP 
uses.  I n  t h i s  case,  t h e  s a l e s  would be s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  made i n  an a r t  
s t o r e  and t h a t  i s  no t  permi t ted  i n  t h e  SP D i s t r i c t .  However, an  a r t  g a l l e r y  
i s  a  permi t ted  use  -- a p l ace  where o b j e c t s  of a r t  a r e  displayed.  

BY ORDER OF THE D - C ,  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 


