
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- June 1 4 ,  1967 

Appeal N o .  9231 Gunner Plake,  appe l l an t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  District of Columbia, appel lee .  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fol lowing Order was en te red  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
June 20, 1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - July 28, 1967 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appeal  f o r  a va r i ance  from t h  e provis ions  
of Sec t ion  3301 r e q u i r i n g  900 square f e e t  p e r  u n i t  i n  conversion 
of bu i ld ing  i n t o  4-uni t  apartment and f o r  va r i ance  from t h e  pro- 
v i s i o n s  of Sec t ion  7201.3 t o  permit  waiver of one parking space 
and Sec t ion  7205.22 t o  park less than  10 f e e t  from bu i ld ing  a t  
508 A S t r e e t ,  NE., l o t  2 1 ,  square 839, be p a r t i a l l y  granted.  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

E l ]  The s u b j e c t  proper ty  i s  loca ted  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

[2] The s i te  is improved with a three-s tory  and basement 
b r i c k  r o w  s t r u c t u r e .  It  has  been f i x e d  t o  con ta in  f o u r  apa r t -  
ment u n i t s .  N o  c e r t i f i c a t e  of occupancy w a s  ever  qcquired.  

[31 The proper ty  has  a f ron tage  of 19.10 f e e t  on A 
S t r e e t ,  NE.,  a depth of 70 f e e t ,  and con ta ins  1,267 square 
f e e t .  

[4] Appel lant  d e s i r e s  t o  cont inue use  of t h e  s u b j e c t  
premises as a f o u r  u n i t  apartment bui ld ing .  

[51 The s i z e  of t h e  l o t  is less than requi red  by t h e  
Zoning Regulat ions f o r  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t ,  which r e q u i r e s  3,600 
square f e e t  of land i n  o rde r  t o  conver t  t o  f o u r  apartment u n i t s .  

[6] Under t h e  Zoning Regulations a p p e l l a n t  is requ i red  
t o  provide t w o  o f f - s t r e e t  parking spaces  f o r  a f o u r  u n i t  a p a r t -  
ment bui ld ing .  



[7]  The site can provide one parking space at  the  r e a r  
of t h e  building. 

(81 No opposition t o  t he  granting of t h i s  appeal was 
registered a t  t he  publ ic  hearing. The Capitol  H i l l  Restoration 
Society oppoees t h i s  appeal. The Capi ta l  H i l l  Southeast Ci t izens  
Association supports t he  granting of t h i s  appeal. 

OPINION: 

W e  a r e  of t he  opinion t h a t  appel lant  has proved a hardship 
within the meaning of the  variance c lause  of the  REgulations 
and t h a t  a den ia l  of t h e  reques t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  pecu l ia r  and 
exceptional  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue hardship upon the  
owner. However, w e  do no t  bel ieve the  hardship supports t he  
approval of a four  u n i t  apartment building. W e  approve a three-  
u n i t  bui lding,  with one u n i t  on each f l o o r ,  no apartment u n i t  i n  
t h e  basement. Inasmuch a s  there  i s  only th ree  wits involved, 
t he  waiver of one parking apace is not  necessary. 

W e  be l ieve  t he  requested variances can be granted without 
subs tna t i a l  detriment t o  the public  good and without substan- 
t i a l l y  impairing the i n t en t ,  purpose, and i n t e g r i t y  of the  zone 
plan a s  embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulations and Map. 

In  our opinion forming p a r t  of t he  Order i n  Appeal N o .  8631, 
w e  set f o r t h  our reasons for granting appeals of t h i s  kind. Our 
statement app l i e s  equally t o  t h i s  case. 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

E 

BY : 2 , +I.-) 
/ JAMES E. BESS / Secretary of theI3oard 
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