
Before  t h e  Board of  Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- J u l y  12 ,  1967 and 
October 12 ,  1967 

Appeal No. 9288 Center  f o r  C r o s s  C u l t u r a l  Communications, 
Appel lan t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  District of Columbia, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and carried, w i t h  M r .  
Ar thur  B. Hatton d i s s e n t i n g ,  the fo l lowing  Order was e n t e r e d  a t  
the meeting of t h e  Board on October 31, 1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - Jan .  31, 1968 

ORDERED : 

That  the appea l  f o r  v a r i a n c e  from f l o o r  area r a t i o  and l o t  
occupancy requi rements  of t h e  R-4 District t o  permi t  a d d i t i o n s  
t o  e x i s t i n g  museum a t  316 and 318 A S t r e e t ,  NE., l o t s  839 and 
837, squa re  785, be g ran ted .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  is located i n  an  R-4 District. 

(2 )  This  appea l  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  heard  on J u l y  12 ,  1967. 
There was an  appa ren t  misunders tanding on t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
appea l  and a p p e l l a n t  d i d  n o t  pursue the matter. The appea l  w a s  
later  den ied  b u t  no Order w a s  w r i t t e n .  

(3)  Appel lan t  r eques t ed  and was g iven  an  oppor tun i ty  t o  
p r e s e n t  a d d i t i o n a l  tes t imony and evidence i n  suppor t  of  t h e  
appea l  a t  t h e  October 1 2 ,  1967 p u b l i c  hear ing .  

(4)  The p a r t  of t h e  appea l  r e l a t i n g  t o  FAR w a s  withdrawn 
and there is  no p r e s c r i b e d  FAR f o r  b u i l d i n g s ,  o t h e r  t han  a p a r t -  
ments, i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

(5) The p rope r ty  is improved w i t h  two t h r e e - s t o r y  dwel l ings  
jo ined  and now used as t h e  F rede r i ck  Douglass I n s t i t u t e  of  Negro 
A r t s  and His tory .  One of the r e s i d e n c e s  w a s  a t  one t i m e  t h e  
home of F rede r i ck  Douglass. The w e s t  p rope r ty  l i n e  a b u t s  a 15 
f o o t  p u b l i c  a l l e y .  



(6) Sect ion 3303.1 provides t h a t  t he  maximum percentage 
of l o t  occupancy f o r  a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  o ther  than r o w  dwellings 
and churches s h a l l  be 40%. 

(7 )  The area  of t h e  t w o  lo t s  i s  5,185.69 square f e e t ,  
each having a street f rontage  of 23.605 f e e t ,  one having a 
depth of 112.29 f e e t  and t h e  e a s t e r l y  l o t  having a depth of 
95 f e e t  a t  t h e  e a s t  l o t  l i n e .  

(8) The e x i s t i n g  bui ld ings  cover a t o t a l  of 2.311.25 
square f e e t ,  giving a l o t  coverage of 44.5%. 

(9) Appellants s t a t e d  t h a t  numerous bui lding code vio-  
l a t i o n s  must be correc ted  and t he r e fo re  they-plan a s u b s t a n t i a l  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program. I t  is proposed t o  f i l l  i n  some cour t s  
and o ther  indenta t ions  i n  t h e  bui ld ings  t o  prsvide more f l o o r  
area f o r  t he  museum. A s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
c o s t s  have been committed by p r iva t e  foundations.  

(10) The proposal w i l l  add approximately 315 square f e e t  
of f l o o r  area and increase  t h e  l o t  occupancy by 6.2%. This  
w i l l  i nc rease  t h e  t o t a l  l o t  occupancy t o  2,626 square f e e t  or 
50.7%. There w i l l  be no decrease i n  t h e  rear yard. 

(11) The Capi to l  H i l l  Restorat ion Society supports this 
appeal.  N o  opposi t ion t o  t h e  grant ing  of t h e  appeal was r eg i s -  
tered a t  the  publ ic  hearings.  

OPINION: 

W e  hold t h a t  t he  grant ing  of t h i s  appeal  t o  allow an increase  
i n  t h e  l o t  occupancy of t h i s  property w i l l  no t  be incons i s ten t  
with t h e  present  use and w i l l  no t  adversely a f f e c t  t h e  use of near- 
by and adjoining property.  The requested r e l i e f  can be granted 
without s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impairing t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  
of t h e  zone plan as embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulations and Maps. 
The proposed improvements w i l l  only have t h e  e f f e c t  of providing 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  bui lding with a more regu la r  e x t e r i o r  o u t l i n e  and 
enable it t o  b e t t e r  serve  t h e  funct ion of a museum, which i s  a 
permitted use i n  t h e  R-4 District. 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
ATTESTED : 

JAMES E. BESS 
Secretary of t he  Board 


