
Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- September 13, 1967 

Appeal No. 9336 Jacob Sandler e t  a l ,  appel lants .  

The Zoning Administrator of t he  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, appellee.  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  
the following Order was entered a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
September 1 9 ,  1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - m y  8, 1968 

ORDERED : 

That the appeal f o r  permission t o  e s t a b l i s h  a l o c a l  com- 
munity organizat ion a t  1815 Ontario Place,  NW., l o t  126, square 
2584, be condi t ional ly  granted. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

[l] The sub jec t  property is  a t r i angu la r  l o t  located  i n  
an R-5-B District. 

[2] The property is improved by a one-story br ick  building 
with show windows, believed t o  be a former ca r r i age  house. 

[31 I t  it proposed t o  use t h e  building as a community 
center  f o r  t h e  youth of t h i s  neighborhood. 

[4]  The building w i l l  be operated by CHANGE,INC., a neigh- 
borhood organizat ion which is  supported by the United Planning 
Organization. The building w i l l  provide planned rec rea t ion  
f o r  t h e  ch i ld ren  i n  the neighborhood ranging i n  age from s i x  
through eighteen years.  

[51 There w i l l  be four members of t h e  regu la r  s t a f f  . 
[6] A t  t h e  t i m e  of t he  public  hearing, it was s t a t e d  t h a t  

96 Children w e r e  r eg i s t e r ed  a t  t h e  center .  Approximately 30 
t o  40 chi ldren a day use the center .  

[ 7 ]  The center  now leases t h e  building,  having a t h r e e  
year l ease ,  and a r e n t a l  charge of $175 per  month. 



[8] There was opposition t o  t he  granting of t h i s  appeal 
reg i s te red  a t  the  public..hearing. The opponents claimed that 
the re  was noise,  l i t t e r i n g  and o ther  object ionable f ea tu re s  
t o  t he  nearby property owners. The represen ta t ives  of t he  
cen te r  asse r ted  t h a t  the  condit ions described w e r e  i n  exis tence  
p r i o r  t o  use of t h e  bui ld ing a s  a cen te r  and would no t  p r eva i l  
a f t e r  t he  :center began i t s  operat ions.  

[9] By letter dated February 6 ,  1968, Mrs. Ruth R. Webster , 
President  of Change, Inc. requested t h e  Board t o  permit t he  con- 
t inued operat ion of t h e  cen te r  a s  t he  organizat ion has been 
unable t o  occupy t h e  bui ld ing subsequent t o  t h e  publ ic  hearing. 
"Beeause we  have j u s t  completed t he  renovations of t he  property 
i n  order  t o  e l iminate  code v io l a t i ons ,  and because w e  received 
funds from t h e  Recreation Depattment i n  December, we w e r e  
unable t o  begin operat ions a s  planned. W e  jave j u s t  about 
completed renovations and have set March 18, 1968 a s  t h e  opening 
da te  f o r  community par t i c ipa t ion . "  

OPINION : 

It i s  the  opinion of t h e  Board t h a t  t h e  proposed use i s  a 
"community cen te r"  a s  t h a t  term is  defined i n  t he  Zoning Regu- 
l a t i o n s  and i s  s o  located and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be such t h a t  
it i s  no t  l i k e l y  t o  become object ionable t o  adjoining and nearby 
property because of noise ,  t r a f f i c  o r  o ther  object ionable con- 
d i t i o n s .  However, w e  recognize t h a t  these  f a c t o r s  a r e  only m e t  
i f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  within t h e  center  a r e  properly supervised and 
control led .  Therefore, we  w i l l  l i m i t  t h e  t i m e  f o r  t he  operat ion 
of t h i s  cen te r  s o  a s  t o  give us an opportunity t o  reappraise  
t h i s  f a c i l i t y  a f t e r  it has had an opportunity t o  perate.  W e  be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  the nature  of t h i s  proposed use is such t h a t  t h e  
sub jec t  premises a r e  reasonablp necessary and convenient t o  t h e  
neighborhood t h a t  it i s  designed t o  serve. 

This Order s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  t h e  following conditions: 

(a)  P e r m i t  s h a l l  i s sue  t o  run u n t i l  October 1, 1968, 
but  s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  renewal i n  the  d i s c r e t i on  
of t h e  Board upon t h e  f i l i n g  of a new appeal i n  
the  manner prescribed by t he  Zoning Regulations. 

(b) The membership i n  t h i s  center  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  
chi ldren l i v i n g  within t h e  a r ea  bounded by Florida 
Avenue on t he  south, Rock Creek Park on t he  onorth, 



OPINION C o n t ' d  

1 4 t h  S t r e e t  on the east, and C o n n e c t i c u t  
A v e n u e  on the w e s t .  

( c )  T h e  center sha l l  close a t  7 p . m .  each day 
except F r i d a y s  w h e n  the  closing hour may be 
extended to  1 0  p.m. 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C.  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

B y :  
// JAMES E .  BESS 

9' Secretary of the B o a r d  


