
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Zoning Commission 

 
 
 
 

 
ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ZONING COMMISSION ORDER NO. 963-A 
Z.C. Case No. 01-36A 

Department of Real Estate Services 
(Modification to a Consolidated Planned Unit Development at  

Unified Communication Center – Square 5868, Lot 1) 
November 29, 2010 

 
 
Pursuant to notice, a public meeting of the Zoning Commission for the District of Columbia (the 
“Commission”) was held on November 29, 2010. At the meeting, the Commission approved an 
application from the Department of Real Estate Services on behalf of the Office of the Chief 
Technology Officer of the District of Columbia (the “Applicant”) requesting a modification to an 
approved Planned Unit Development (“PUD”) in Square 5868 Lot 1, pursuant to Chapter 24 and 
the Consent Calendar Regulations of Chapter 30 of the District of Columbia Municipal 
Regulations (“DCMR”), Title 11, Zoning.  Because the modification was deemed minor, a public 
hearing was not conducted. 

The Commission determined that this modification request was properly before it under the 
provisions of §§ 2409.9 and 3030 of the Zoning Regulations. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. By Z.C. Order No. 963, Z.C. Case No. 01-36C, (the “Order”) the Commission on 
September 9, 2002, approved a PUD for the property located in the entirety of Square 
5868 Lot 1 (the “Property”). 

2. The Order authorized the development of the Property with the Unified Communications 
Center, a state-of-the-art office building with advanced and specialized communications 
equipment to accommodate the critical public safety communication and emergency 
response coordination functions of the District of Columbia (the “UCC”).   

3. The project included employee amenities, landscaping, surface parking, requirements 
with respect to fly ash, and historic preservation amenities, all as further described in the 
Order.  In addition to the operational requirements of the UCC, the District provided a 
variety of employee amenities to attract and retain high-quality staff, including a 
fitness/health center, full-service kitchen and dining area, secure parking, and a childcare 
center.   
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4. The childcare center was not offered nor was it approved as a public benefit or amenity, 

but rather was described by applicant in the initial PUD filings and in Z.C. Order No. 
963, Case No. 01-36C as an employee amenity “to attract and maintain high quality 
staff.”   

5. The Applicant on November 10, 2010 submitted this request for minor modification of 
Z.C. Order No. 963, Z.C. Case No. 01-36C in order to permit the Applicant to change the 
childcare center to office use.  The Applicant stated that the modification is necessary 
because the District of Columbia Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
Agency (“HSEMA”) has been awarded $4.6 million in federal grants to expand the 
“Citywide Emergency Operation Center” to enhance the agency’s 24 hours, 7 days a 
week operating and response capacity.  This expansion would require a portion of the 
HSEMA staff, currently located elsewhere in the UCC, to be relocated to the area of the 
project currently built as a childcare center.  The childcare center was never activated 
since the inception of occupancy of the UCC in 2005 due to lack of interest by 
employees.   

6. The District of Columbia Office of Planning (“OP”), after reviewing the Applicant’s 
request, submitted a report on November 19, 2010, which concluded that “[t]he proposed 
change does not materially affect the facts upon which approval of the PUD was granted.  
….  The Office of Planning therefore has no concerns with this requested modification 
and recommends its approval as a minor modification.” 

7. In response to concerns expressed during the Commission’s public deliberations by 
Commissioner May as to the impact of a modification on the public’s interest in a 
childcare center, OP stated that the childcare center was never intended to be a 
community child care facility and, further, that the day care was never opened due to 
insufficient employee interest.   

8. The Applicant delivered copies of the request for minor modification and a clarifying 
supplement to Advisory Neighborhood Commissions (“ANC”) 8A and 8C, which 
represent the area in which the PUD is located.  Neither ANC 8A nor ANC 8C had 
submitted comments to the Commission on or before the public meeting held on 
November 29, 2010.  

9. On November 29, 2010, at its regular public meeting, the Commission reviewed the 
modification request as a Consent Calendar matter and granted approval of the minor 
modification to Z.C. Order No. 963, Z.C. Case No. 01-36C. The Commission concurs 
with the Applicant and OP that the approval of the modification is appropriate and not 
inconsistent with the intent of 11 DCMR §§ 2409.9 and 3030. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Upon consideration of the record in this application, the Commission concludes that the 
proposed modification is minor and is consistent with the intent of the previously approved Z.C. 
Order No. 963, Z.C. Case No. 01-36C. 

Further, the Commission concludes that its decision is in the best interests of the District of 
Columbia and is consistent with the intent, purpose, and integrity of the Zoning Regulations and 
Zoning Map. 

The approval of the modification is not inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 

The proposed modification does not affect any of the other conditions to the approved PUD. The 
modification is minor such that consideration as a Consent Calendar item without public hearing 
is appropriate. 

DECISION 

In consideration of the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law herein, the Zoning Commission 
for the District of Columbia hereby orders APPROVAL of the application for a minor 
modification of an approved PUD in Square 5868 Lot 1. 

Condition No. 2 of Z.C. Order No. 963, Z.C. Case No. 01-36C is modified to read as: 

 “2. The PUD shall be the District of Columbia central communications facility and 
associated office building, with food service, and other ancillary facilities, consisting of 
approximately 138,000 square feet of gross floor area.  The PUD project shall not exceed 
a density of 0.29 FAR.  The building shall not exceed a height of 57 feet.” 

Pursuant to the intent of 11 DCMR § 2409.3, this modification shall not become effective until a 
Notice of Modification of Z.C. Order No. 963 is filed in the land records of the District of 
Columbia.  That Notice of Modification shall include true copies of Z.C. Order No. 963, Case 
No. 01-36C and this Order (Z.C. Order No 963-A), which the Director of the Office of Zoning 
has certified. The recordation of the Notice of Modification shall bind the Applicant and any 
successors in title to construct on and use the PUD site in accordance with this modification 
order and any amendments thereof. Because the construction of the building is completed the 
PUD modification shall be fully vested upon the filing of the Notice of Modification. 

After recordation of the Notice of Modification, the Applicant shall promptly file a certified copy 
of the Notice of Modification with the Office of Zoning. 

On November 29, 2010, upon the motion made by Chairman Hood, as second by Vice Chairman 
Schlater, the Zoning Commission APPROVED the modification at its public meeting by a vote 
of 5-0-0 (Anthony J. Hood, Konrad W. Schlater, Greg M. Selfridge, Michael J. Turnbull, and 
Peter G. May to adopt). 
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In accordance with the provisions of 11 DCMR § 3028.9, this Order shall become final and
effective upon publication in the D.C. Register, that is, on December 24, ~010.

~~~ANTHONV1.o
CHAIRMAN
ZONING COMMISSION

~ut-u~~
DIRECTOR
OFFICE OF ZONING
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