Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C.
PUBLIC HEARING - August 14, 1968

Appeal No. 9734 St. Joseph Home and School Board of Trustees,
appellant.

The Zoning Administrator of the District of Columbia, appellee.
On motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the
following Order was entered at the meeting of the Board on
August 14, 1968.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - August 29, 1968
ORDERED:

That the appeal for permission to change a nonconforming
use from an orphan home and school to a day care center and
variance to permit minor structural alterations at 2800 Otis
Street, N.E., Parcels 167/64, 167/65, 167/67, and 167/68,
near Square 4303, be conditionally granted, as amended.

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The subject property is located in an R-1-B District.

2. The property consists of approximately 15 to 16
acres of land.

3. The site is presently improved with buildings used as
a residence for boys between the ages of five and thirteen
and numbering approximately 60 per year,

4, The home was organized in 1856 and the present
building constructed in 1926. The home was closed on January
31, 1967. It was found that there is a decreasing need for
this type of facility and there is now a necessity for other
types of social services.

5. The appeal was amended by the Board to request per-
mission for a pre-school.

6. It is proposed to establish a day care center for
children between the ages three to six years during regular
school hours. There would also be some other types of
supportive services.

7. Presently it is believed that the facility will have
somewhere around 125 children from the general neighborhood
of the site.
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8. The facility will be conducted by Sisters, assisted
by lay persons trained in conducting day care centers.

9. The Assistant Child Welfare Division Chief of the
D.C. Department of Public Welfare testified at the public
hearing with reference to this proposal. It was stated that
this agency has administrative responsibility for day care
activities. The Social Security Act Amendment of 1967 assigns
the responsibility for training mothers, heads of households
who are recipients of aid to dependent children and also of
providing day care centers for children in D.C. This parti-
cular facility is located near a public housing development
and also moderate income housing.

10. It is planned that the day care pre-school facility
will provide care not only for welfare children but for any
other children in the area that might desire to participate.
It is presumed that such children would pay the cost of
their care.

11. At this time, it is not definite whether the center
pre-school will provide transportation but if the children
come from some distance there will be transportation provided
by the school.

12. It is proposed to remove an aluminum pipe column
canopy on the outside of the building and replace it with
a masonry enclosed, slate-roofed vestibule. It is also
pyoposed to erect some interior partitions to provide sub-
divisions for new toilet facilities, closets, office space
and other things.

13. One neighbor testified at the public hearing to
request that some screening be provided to keep the children
from wandering on the abutting property. No other objections
were registered at the public hearing.

OPINION:

It is our opinion that this proposed pre-school is so
located that the activities therein will be such that it 1is
not lTikely to become objectionable to nearby and adjoining
property because of noise, traffic, number of children, or
other objectionable conditions. We are further of the
opinion that this pre-school is reasonably necessary or
convenient to the neighborhood which it is designed to serve.
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This Order shall be subject to the following condition:

Appellant shall provide a fenced play area which shall
consist of 100 square feet for each child.

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

ATTESTED:
ZW A,

JAMES “E. BESS
Secretary of the Board

\

THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT
IS FILED WITH THE DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS WITHIN.A PERIOD OF
SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER.
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