
B e f o r e  t h e  Board o f  Zoning  A d j u s t m e n t ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - December 1 8 ,  1968  
J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1969  

Appeal No. 3874 Meyer S i e g e 1  , T r u s t e e ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia ,  a p p e l  l e e .  

EFFECTIVE D A T E  OF O R D E R  - March 1 1 ,  1969  

On mo t ion  d u l y  made, s e c o n d e d  and unan imous ly  c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  O r d e r  was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Board 
on J a n u a r y  7  and J a n u a r y  21 ,  1969 .  

O R D E R E D :  

T h a t  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a p a r t m e n t  
house  a d j u n c t s  a s  v a l e t  and l a u n d r y  i n  ba semen t  and f o r  a  
v a r i a n c e  f rom S e c t i o n  3 1 0 5 . 4 2 ( e )  o f  t h e  Zoning  R e g u l a t i o n s  . 
t o  p e r m i t  same a t  2500 Que  S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  l o t  8 4 6 ,  Sq.  E-1264,  
be p a r t i a l l y  g r a n t e d .  

FINDINGS O F  FACT:  

1 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  

2. S u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  improved w i t h  an a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  73 u n i t s  which i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  28  y e a r s  
o l d .  

3 .  I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l a u n d r y  
room which m e a s u r e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 by 20 f e e t  and t h e  
u s e  o f  a  v a l e t  shop  which m e a s u r e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20 by 40 
f e e t .  

4 .  The l a u n d r y  mach ine s  i n v o l v e d  have  been i n s t a l l e d  
f o r  a  p e r i o d  of 1 5  y e a r s  and a r e  o p e r a t e d  by an o u t s i d e  
b u s i n e s s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

5 .  The f a c i l i t i e s  c a n n o t  be s e e n  f rom t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  n o r  a r e  t h e y  a d v e r t i s e d .  S a i d  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  
s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  u s e  and c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  t h e  t e n a n t s  of  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  The l a u n d r y  room i s  open a t  6:00 a.m. and i s  
l o c k e d  a t  11:OO p.m. The v a l e t  shop  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t e s  f rom 
9 :00  a.m. t o  5 :00 p.m. 

6 .  A p p e l l a n t  a l l e g e s  t h a t  t h e  n e a r e s t  commercia l  d i s t r i c t  
t o  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  i s  o v e r  1 / 4 - m i l e  away. No v a l e t  
work i s  done  on t h e  p r e m i s e s ,  b u t  t h e  v a l e t  s h o p  s e r v e s  a s  a  
p i c k - u p  s t a t i o n  which i s  u sed  by an o u t s i d e  commercia l  g r o u p .  
C l o t h i n g  i s  t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and t h e n  r e t u r n e d .  
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7 .  Oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appeal  was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

OPINION: 

We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  co in  o p e r a t e d  l aundry  equ ip -  
ment,  i n c l u d i n g  washers  and d r y e r s ,  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  an 
apa r tmen t  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  convenience  of t h e  t e n a n t s  should  
be c o n s i d e r e d  a  p e r m i t t e d  a c c e s s o r y  use  and shou ld  n o t  r e -  
q u i r e  approval  of t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment .  Th i s  
Board ho lds  t h i s  o p i n i o n  whether  o r  n o t  t h e  machines a r e  
owned and /o r  ma in ta ined  by t h e  b u i l d i n g  owners ,  o r  managed 
by a  c o n c e s s i o n n a i r e .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  i s  more i m p o r t a n t  than  t h e  ownership .  The 
Board f u r t h e r  recommends t h a t  i n  t h e  fo r thcoming  g e n e r a l  
r e v i s i o n  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  an a t t e m p t  shou ld  be made 
t o  r e l a t e  t h e  p e r m i t t e d  number of washing machines and d r y e r s  
t o  t h e  number of u n i t s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

The v a l e t  shop a s  proposed c o n s t i t u t e s  a  b u s i n e s s  a d j u n c t  
and i s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  R-5-B Zoning D i s t r i c t .  We hold 
t h a t  t h e  a p p e l l a n t  has n o t  shown a  h a r d s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  
meaning of t h e  v a r i a n c e  c l a u s e  of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  t o  
j u s t i f y  p e r m i t t e d  use of t h e  r e q u e s t e d  v a l e t  shop.  T h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  v a r i a n c e  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  v a l e t  shop i s  hereby 
d e n i e d .  

BY O R D E R  O F  THE D . C .  B O A R D  OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

By: 
- 

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 

THE O R D E R  O F  THE B O A R D  IS VALID F O R  A PERIOD O F  SIX MONTHS 
O N L Y  UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING A N D / O R  O C C U P A N C Y  PERMIT 
IS FILED WITH THE DIRECTOR O F  INSPECTIONS WITHIN A PERIOD OF 
SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE D A T E  O F  THIS O R D E R .  


