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The Public Meeting was convened in Room
220 South, 441 4th Street, N W, Wshington, D.C
20001, pursuant to notice at 9:58 a.m, GCeoffrey H
Giffis, Chairperson, presiding.
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CGEOFFREY H. GRIFFI S Chai r per son
RUTHANNE G M LLER Board Menber
CURTI S ETHERLY, JR Board Menber

Commi ssion Staff Present:

Beverly Bail ey Ofice of Zoning
Adifford My O fice of Zoning
John K. A Nyarku O fice of Zoning

D.C. Ofice of Corporation Counsel:

Lori Monroe, Esq.
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
9:58 a.m

CHAI RPERSON (Rl FFI S: If we could
call that case for the neeting which is Application
17008. | believe we need a few mnutes
on this and then we can resune our hearing this
nor ni ng.

MR MOY: Yes, M. Chairman, the case
application as you stated is 17008 of @G deon Bapti st
Church pursuant to 11 DCOWR 3103.2 for a variance from
the |ot occupancy requirenments under Section 403, a
variance fromthe rear yard requirenments under Section
404, a variance fromthe open court requirenents under
Section 405, and a variance from the off-street
parking requirenments under Section 2101 to allow the
construction of a new church in the R3 D strict at
prem ses 901 Ingraham Street, NW and that's in
Square 2998, Lot 7.

The Board -- it should be noted that the
Board has anended the -- the case application to
delete a variance from the rear vyard requirenments
under Section 404 and to add the variance fromthe 50
percent requirenment to |ocate parking spaces el sewhere
under Section 2116. 3.

The Board conpleted hearing the testinony

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

4

on the case application at its public hearing on My
13th, 2003 and requested additional information for
its decision on May 20th, 2003.

The Board requested that the applicant
provi de: 1. A copy of a signed binding agreenent
with the Truesdale Elenentary School regarding the
parki ng arrangenent, 2. Revised drawings and plans to
show the building footprint wthin the property Iline
C or -- and/or Al, and finally a revised surveyor's
plat to reflect the proposed two parking spaces on
site.

The applicant submtted the information
and that's in your case folder under Exhibit 31 and
that conpl etes ny briefing.

CHAI RPERSON GRI FFI'S:  Thank you very nuch,
M. My. Appreciate that.

W did set this for a decision to get that
information. W have received all of it and we have
sone comments on one.

First of all, let me just state it was
fairly clear in the application in the public hearing
on this the strength of its case. W do have a very
unique site of which has created difficulties in -- in
conplying with all of the requirenments for the zoning

regul ati ons. Clearly, the site's large enough to
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build on except its -- its shape and configuration
nmake it problematic.

However, when we |ook at our regulations
of which dictate the parking for a church, it's --
it's -- the regulations are not always so direct and
explicit, but in this case, they are in 2116.3 that
requires when accessory parking for a church that is
being built that the Board have a binding agreenent
with the owners of the -- of a accessory parking
facility.

W do have the -- the subm ssion of the
District of Colunbia public schools and believe ne,
the Board has been | ooking and reading this and trying
to figure out how this can, in fact, be held to
fulfilling that requirement and the difficulty cones
in the fact that there's anbiguity in the letter in
terns of stating enclosed for your records, is the
first sentence, is a copy of the revised use agreenent
and yet, we're not really sure as we have essentially
a cover letter whether there was anticipated an
encl osed agreenment or whether this is to serve as an
agr eenent .

So, it brings up two points and that is
one, that we have the revised agreenment or the revised

use agreenment submitted into the record or we have
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this letter revised so that it says not enclosed but
rather this letter shall serve for whatever purpose it
is to, in fact, serve and | think that is the --
frankly the only way we can proceed is having those
two changes | ooked at which would nean that we decide
this when we receive that information. I  would
anticipate that that could be done very quickly as
this -- revisions to this particular letter were nade
fairly quickly, but I think we probably need to insure
and all ow two weeks to have this turned around.

So, ny point indirectly stated is that we
set this neeting off for two weeks and bring it up
again once we receive that information

Are there any questions from the Board on
t hat ?

MEMBER ETHERLY: M. Chair, I'Il just note
for the record, thank you very much for holding our
start on the -- on the public decision nmaking in
abatenment. Due to another commtnent, | had to arrive
| ater than anti ci pated.

I will note that | didn't feel that this
was a mejor issue when we first heard the case
originally and I continue to think that. The |anguage
that we have in -- in both of the communications from

the public -- District of Colunbia public schools, the
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revision May 15th and then, of course, the origina

one | felt would -- | would be confortable wth noving
forward on -- on the strength of these agreenents
because | think the -- the key material terns are

i ncluded in the agreenent.

| recall that there was sone considerable
di scussion and concern about the ability of the church
to access additional parking spaces at other tines or
| should say on other dates other than Sunday. Once
again, | didn't share that same concern and |'m stil
very confortable with the paperwork that we have in
hand.

But if -- if there continues to be a
concern from -- from ny colleagues that t he
docunentation may not be sufficient to satisfy the
requirenents, |I'm confortable putting the decision
maki ng off. But, | just want to be very clear that I
would be confortable noving forward today on this
matter.

Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAl RPERSON GRI FFI'S:  Good. Thank you. |
think the Board is confortable on noving forward on
the application except that we are bound by as |
stated very explicit |anguage and what obviously we --

we |ook to be consistent in our decisions and our
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procedures and although we may give leeway at tines
and try as often as possible, | think that this is
easy enough to renedy and can be done very quickly.

MEMBER ETHERLY: No, | -- | agree wth
you, M. Chair, but I'Il -- 1"Il just note sonetines |
think the Board gets caught up in semantics and |
think this is a semantic issue as opposed to a --
necessarily a question of the explicit |anguage not
necessarily being in the communication.

But , I'm confortable supporting the
chairman's suggestion that we hold this in -- in
abeyance for two weeks to deal with.

CHAI RPERSON GRI FFI'S:  Good.

MS. BAILEY: M. Chairman --

CHAI RPERSON GRI FFI'S: Yes.

M5. BAILEY: -- June 3rd was the date that
-- in tw weeks.

CHAI RPERSON QRI FFI S: Yes, we would set
that again for a special public neeting.

Let ne address also | guess we wll
probably do that again on the 3rd, but we also had
submtted in a letter froman abutting property owner,
Ms. Davis, indicating that she would allow parking on
her property that's a vacant |ot.

I think conceivably | don't think we --
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we're not certainly approving or condoning or
di sapproving that. It would not go into counting for
the strict =zoning regulation calculations of the
parking. That would not be counted in as that would
have to be properly striped and surfaced and all that
and | don't think that's what we want to get into. |
know that's not what we want to get into.

It's appr eci at ed MVs. Davi s putting
together the support and | know she gave testinony in
that application and | guess directly said that.
Although this fills the application, it doesn't

directly address the requirenents for parKking.

So, that being said, can | take it as a
consensus then we'll nove this to the third and I
would -- | am hopeful that all will be in order and we

can nove ahead on this.
Any questions?

MEMBER ETHERLY: Once again, M. Chairnan,

['m-- I'"mconfortable with our -- with our direction.
| just -- part of ny concern and I'Il just be very
clear on this. Part of ny concern is | think we --

many of us perhaps have had experience dealing with
vari ous aspect of t he District of Col unbi a
bur eaucracy, our own incl uded.

But, sonetimes there's difficulty getting
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precisely the type of |anguage that you want to see

and so, |'m hopeful that DCPS will be cooperative in
this particular instance and get the -- the necessary
revision to the -- to the l|anguage so we can nove

forward on this case.

But, if not, | just want to raise that as
a possibility so -- so ny colleagues are -- are
cogni zant of the fact that we could conceivably be
here two weeks later and not necessarily have the
revision as we would like it and we m ght have to deal
with that eventuality.

CHAI RPERSON (Rl FFI S: Indeed and | think
we've been very explicit on that, anticipating that
problem and believe nme, this Board is very aware of
del ayi ng construction projects and -- and the critical
nature of that and | think we have two options. I
nmean | think the Board has said that we could rely on
a revision of this letter that isn't anbiguous in
terms of an enclosed record, but rather having this
letter stand alone as what we would put -- as its
agreenent and | think that we could bend and do that.

But, as -- as it states now, there's great
anbiguity in terns of there is sone use agreenent out
there, but it isn't within the record.

MEMBER M LLER I just want to conment
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just so that it's very clear so that when we cone back
in two weeks there isn't any msunderstanding. I
think that this letter can be very easily cured.

It starts out saying enclosed for your
records is a copy of the revised use agreenent and
that doesn't exist and that's what nakes the record
nmessy in this case.

If the letter were to say sonething I|ike
this letter serves as the binding agreenent, that
would -- that would resolve our concern or else if
there is an agreenent, that agreenent should be
attached to this letter.

CHAI RPERSON GRIFFI'S:  Very well. Everyone
together? Can | take it as a consensus of the Board?

MEMBER M LLER  Yes.

MEMBER ETHERLY:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON GRI FFI'S:  Then it's done.

W will bring this up again on June 3rd.

That would conclude then the public --
special public neeting. Wy don't we rejoin the
hearing that is now in progress.

(Whereupon, the neeting was concluded at

10: 09 a. m)
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