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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

(6:41 p.m)
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: I"m going to ask
that we all cone to order.
First of all, let ne say good evening. W

are reconveni ng Zoning Comm ssion Case Nunber 02-30,
t he Geor get own Boat house.

Joining nme are Conm ssioner Hannaham and
Conm ssi oner May. Chair Mtten will be reading the
record and will be voting when we finalize the case.
And as everyone is already clear -- Kknows that
Comm ssi oner Parsons has recused hinself.

Staff, do we have any prelimnary matters?

MR BASTI DA M. Chairman, staff has no
prelimnary matters. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let nme just say
we're going to pick right up where we left off. ' ve
asked that the clock be set for a one-mnute tine
endi ng, so when you hear the one-mnute sound go off
the first time get ready to close out, because when
the second one cuts off I'mgoing to ask that you stop
i medi atel y.

W have a nunber of people who want to
finish -- continue to testify, and |I'm going to ask

that we be courteous, because if you |ook around the
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room when you're up here testifying, I'd like for you
to think about those who are sitting here who also
want to be heard.

I have clear instructions from the
Chairperson to finish this tonight, so we're going to
make sure we finish. And we're going to finish in a
timely manner.

W're going to continue right with the
persons in opposition, and |I'm going to ask that M.
Jonat han West, Pope Barrow, and M. Barbara Zartnan
cone to the front, if they are present. Jonathan West
-- okay, you have to cone to the mke. Ckay.
Jonathan West, Pope Barrow, and Barbara Zartman.
Cay. | don't see M. Wst, and | don't see M.
Zar t man.

And if | call your name and it doesn't
sound like your nanme, it probably is your nanme, so
just cone forward.

(Laughter.)

Carol A Linden -- Carl A Linden, Faith
Wheel er -- and | guess we can get four at the table --
Car| Linden?

MR LI NDEN:.  Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Faith \Wheel er.

Faith Weeler? Robert Johnston and Thomas West. I's
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Thomas West present? M. Wst? Anber Jones. Anber

Jones? Ms. Jones is comng. Ckay. W finally have a
full table. | thought we were going to get finished
even earlier.

|'mgoing to ask M. Barrow to start. And
actually, I'mgoing to ask that you start in the order
i n which you cane up

Thank you.

Yes, just push the button. Ri ght. You
can see it.

MR BARROW Can | provide copies of ny
witten testinony to --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  You can pass that
into staff.

MR BARRON (Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: If you d get
soneone else to pass that in for you. Ckay. Thank
you.

MR BARROW Thank you for the opportunity
to present testinony on this proposal to build a
boat house. I"'m a canoeist, bicyclist, and a D.C
resident and voter. M/ address is 816 E Street, S E.

I'm strongly opposed to the Georgetown
Uni versity Boathouse proposal and to the rezoning of

land that's necessary to build this boathouse. There
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are many reasons to be opposed to this oversized and

poorly situated structure. Most of these have been
well articulated in previous neetings, so I['Il just
focus on one that | don't think has been adequately

consi dered at this point.
This facility -- and I"'mreluctant to call

it a boathouse, since it contains so many things other

t han boats -- rowng tanks, training facilities, fund-
rai sing cocktail |ounges, and so forth -- is in the
w ong | ocation. It should be |ocated downstream of

the Washington Canoe O ub, not upstream in an area
that presently contains vegetation and streanside
habi t at .

Construction will present a serious threat
to the physical stability of the historic old
Washi ngton Canoe Club Building. Both the pier and the
pl acenent of hard structural surface upstream wll
cause changes in the water flow during flood events,
i ncrease erosion and sedinment patterns downstream in
this project.

The historic structure of the Washington
Canoe dub, which has wthstood flooding for many
decades, woul d suddenl y becone vul nerabl e to
devastating fl ood damage during high water occasions.

Right now, trees, wunderbrush, and poor
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soil upstream protect the Canoe Cub. Replacing this
environnent with a hard surface of asphalt, bricks,
concrete, and piers, will alter the flow of the river
in flood stages in nmany ways, all devastating to the
Canoe d ub.

There will be nothing upstream to absorb
the inpact of flood waters and protect the Canoe C ub
as presently exists. Wthout the existing vegetative
and soil barrier, the club will wind up sitting in a
gigantic whirlpool of flood water filled with trees
and debris until it is ultimately battered to pieces.

For anyone who has ever seen the
irresistible power of the Potomac River in flood, this
is not an idle concern.

Secondly, building anything in a l|ocation
that replaces streanside vegetation wth bricks,
concrete, and mannade structures, wll always have a
negative effect on the river environnent and water
quality, and eventually on the Chesapeake Bay.

The negative effects of al | ow ng
structures, and even farm aninmals, in this zone has
been recognized for a long tine. That's the reason
the Federal Governnent, the State of Maryland, and
other agencies are wlling to pay farners to fence

their streans, to keep their cows and horses out of
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Under the Conservation Reserve Program
for exanple, the Departnent of Agriculture actually
pays | andowners to fence these kinds of areas off and
put trees and brush in these zones.

So with one hand the governnent pays
people to stay out of the river bank and streanside
areas, and keep buildings and donmestic aninals out of
there, and plant vegetation, and with the other hand
this Commission my allow GCeorgetown to do just
exactly the opposite.

It's no wonder people find our government
pol i ci es so confusing.

| urge the Conmssion to protect the
public interest by rejecting this zoning variance
request. Georgetown should build this facility in one
of the already devegetated areas downstream

Thank you for the opportunity to present this
t esti nony.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Thank you, M.
Bar r ow.

|'mgoing to ask staff if we can nmake sure
that we get the -- we want to start off right. The
first warning sound went off. The second one --

again, | want to nmake sure they concl ude. It didn't
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go off, but I want to nake sure, so that we can hear
from everyone tonight, and we can finish.

So | don't know if it's working correctly,
or let nme know and we will nonitor -- I'mgoing to ask
you to help ne nonitor tine.

M5. SCHELI N: | think at this point we
either get a buzzer for the one-minute warning or
either we get one when it's over. So we can't -- it's
not going to buzz tw ce for sone reason.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: It doesn't -- it's
not doing both. GCkay. [I'Il tell you what, let's keep
the one-mnute warning. And I'll just be the buzzer.
So forgive ne up front for being rude. "1l be the
| ast buzzer.

MR BARROW Dd | go over? | thought

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Yes, you went
over. But that's our fault.

MR BARRON  Sorry about that. | didn't
hear any second buzzer.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: That's fine.
Cay. Thank you, M. Barrow You just keep your
seat .

I'm going to ask the next person, Carl

Li nden.
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MR LI NDEN: Yes. Al right. "1l read

this quickly. |'ve traveled the towpath over many
years, enjoying the scenic beauty of the Canal R ver.
I"ve walked all the way down from Cunberland to
Ceorgetown three tines.

A cul mi nati ng nonent cones when you | eave
the canal's natural surroundings and round the |ast
big curve of the towpath, and you see the traffic
light there at the intersection with Foxhall and
Canal. As you proceed a bit further, a splendid view
of the river and the arches of Key Bridge opens up on
your right heralding the approach of the nation's
capital.

The Key Bridge is the worthy replacenent
of the Al exandria aqueduct that once cane into view at
about the sane location as canal boatnmen when they
finished their journey from Cunberland. This classic
view of the river and the Key Bridge, which all the
many wal kers, joggers, and hikers now enjoy is to be
obstructed by a behenoth of a boathouse, who peaked
roofs rise above the towpath and bl ock the view

The result will be nothing less than a
scenic larceny stolen from our C& Canal National
H storical Park, and the many citizens who travel the

t owpat h. The university's witeup on the boathouse
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boasts of the view of the river and the Key Bridge
that students, parents, and alumi of Georgetown will
enj oy through the boathouse's picture w ndows.

Yes, but at our park's and the public's --
at the public's expense. Qur C& ) Canal National
H storical Park was designed to protect all of the
scenic treasures along the whole length of the cana
and river. The Park Service fails in its nanifest
duty when it is ready to yield up such treasures for
private enjoynent of the view, and at the public's
cost.

This is the core issue before us. The
boat house project, if realized, invades our vul nerable
public park |and. How can a Park Service
representative dare say that this is but a tiny piece
of our 185-mle park, of no consequence? Not only
does it set a bad precedent, allowng the taking of
park land for private use, it also runs counter to the
long-term park policy of |and acquisition along the
narrow ribbon of <canal right-of-way to provide a
buffer of protection against the very Kkind of
encroachnment the boat house plan exenplifies.

What was the university thinking when this
massi ve four-story boat house was designed, and then to

be wedged into the narrow strip of park |and between
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the Crescent Trail and the C& ) Canal on the one side
and the Potomac shoreline on the other. Further, it
invades park land not only at a point of very
constricted | and access, but a poor point of access to
the river close by the rocky shallows of the Three
Si st ers out croppi ngs.

The real solution is clear: prevent the
loss of park land and the obstruction of the grand
view from the Canal H storical Park by |ocating the
boat house site in the section the NPS is reserving for
water activities between Key Bridge and 34th Street.

If necessary, the Park Service could
extend this section a bit to accommodate the
Ceor get own Boat house. Access to the river is far
better in this section of riverfront, and the view,
i ncidental |y, superb.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Thank you. Good

timng.

Next? M. Johnston?

MR JOHNSTON: I'd like to begin with --
ny nane is Robert Johnston. |1'd like to begin with a

guote fromthe National Park Service's web page on the
C&O Canal . "Many of the park's three mllion annual
visitors conme here to enjoy the outdoors access to the

river, hike, and bike, jog, ride horses, and observe
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wildlife. The natural resources of the park provide
scenery and backdrop to our daily lives."

The scenery and backdrop to our daily
lives. For three mllion visitors, the entrance to
the park wll be forever altered if the proposed
Ceorgetown University Boathouse is built on the
rezoned park | and. The scenery and backdrop of our
daily lives will beconme a 60-foot high, 300-foot |ong
buil ding that obstructs views from Washington of the
river and domnates the view fromthe Virginia side to
the District.

How could such a fitting error occur? To

find that answer, | went to the Conmm ssion of Fine
Arts, and to the Advisory Council on Hstoric
Preservati on. Size restrictions and nore thought on

the inpact of any boathouse construction on this
property was nore deeply considered in 1997 and 1998
when a menorandum of agreenment was assigned by the C&O
Canal National H storical Park, the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation, National Capital Region, the
Nat i onal Park  Servi ce, and the State Hstoric
Preservation O ficer.

They agreed -- and it's stipulated -- that
the boathouse facility's footprint or aggregate

footprints are not nore than 15,000 square feet for a
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buil ding raising no nore than 40 feet above the grade.
A copy of this agreenment is attached to ny testinony.

This building that s proposed is a
violation of this agreenent. It does not neet the
stipul ations. It is over twice the size that was
agreed upon.

Who | oses because of this carel essness?
Wll, is it the Ceorgetown crew, which clearly does
need a boathouse? 1s it the high school rowers, which
will be displaced? |Is it the Wshington Canoe d ub
with over 100 years of historic and distinguished
participation in paddle sports?

They all |ose, but so does the public, and
t he public beconmes the biggest loser in this area.

The District's gateway to the Potonac
River gorge wi |l becone another overdevel oped area. A
view of the Potomac R ver from the towpath and the
Capital Crescent Trail -- gone. Future users of the
towpath and the trail will be greeted by bl ocked river
views, increased asphalt, and service vehicles.

And without an accurate environnental
i npact statenent, because we now know there is none,
it is not possible to determ ne what additional damage
wi Il occur under this proposed buil ding.

Finally, | sinply nmust nention that there
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is no firmparking or traffic plan in place.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Excuse ne.  Thank
you, M. Johnston.

Ms. Anber Jones?

M5. JONES: Anber Jones, 816 E Street,

S. E

Thank you for your attention to this
request . The followng are factors | hope you wll
consi der.

Open space -- the federal, state, and D.C
city governnents have worked hard to preserve green
space and undeveloped riverfront in this area wth
parks and other public uses. These include the C&O
Canal H storic Park, Roosevelt Island, and Anacostia
Par k. Using part of this space for a private
boat house and exercise facility is not in keeping with
these efforts. Instead, it would destroy open space
t hat has been deliberately preserved.

Ecosystem inpact -- the environnenta
assessnent found that this Jland includes trees,
vegetation, and wetlands. These provide wldlife
habi tat, control flooding, reduce water pollution, and
prevent shoreline erosion. This |land contains grasses
and bushes used as nesting sites and food. There are

always birds in the trees and ducks in the shall ows.
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The vegetation and wetlands absorb fl ood
waters and reduce water flow along the banks.
Streamining the land with a building, manicured | and,
and pavenent would increase water flow and threaten
bui | di ngs downstream

The vegetation and wetlands catch and
filter pollutants washed down the hill from Georgetown
and Canal Road. Cut grass and pavenent would nean
nmore of these pollutants flowinto the river.

Traffic congestion -- a nmjor drawback
woul d be increased traffic and congestion on K Street.

Al t hough Georgetown students may walk or bicycle to
t he boat house, visitors would arrive by road to watch
and conpete in races. There is no place under the Key
Bridge to park buses and boat trailers while
unl oadi ng, nor to turn them around.

Crowded boating areas -- | am one of the
many casual boaters on the Potomac R ver who has
|earned to stay out of the way of the conpetitive
boat ers. The Three Sisters Islands is a favorite
desti nati on.

As | ong as CGeorgetown practices downstream
of the Key Bridge, and the Wshington Canoe dub
practices upstream there is plenty of roomfor all of

us. But if both teans end up north of the Key Bridge,
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" m concerned that casual boaters will be conpletely
di spl aced fromthat section of the river.

Ceorgetown said that its practices are
[imted to early nmorning hours. Well, | only paddle
after work and on weekends, and | have encountered
t hem several times.

Views -- vegetation is nore attractive
than a large building. The boat house would dwarf
ot her buil dings next-door and tower over people using
the trails and river. The size appears to be partly
due to the exercise room and rowi ng tank, which could
be sited on canpus.

The worst part mght be that users of the
river and trail would be subjected to views of people
exercising in what is essentially a glass front gym

Environnental assessnment -- the EA was
prepared eight years ago. During that tine,
vegetation and wildlife have increased, use of the
hi king and biking trails have increased, and the river
has experience several |arge floods. | am concer ned
that the analysis of the site is outdated.

An environnental assessment is supposed to
address both environnental inpacts and social and
econom c issues, such as open space, public use,

parking, traffic, and inpact on historic structures.
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The environnental assessnment does not do this.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.

Col | eagues, do we have any questions of
this panel ?

Conmi ssi oner May?

COW SSI ONER  VAY: Yes. M. Barrow, Yyou
raised questions wth regard to the effect of the
boat house on flood waters and how that woul d have sone
damagi ng effect on the Washi ngton Canoe Club. And I'm
just wondering what your particular expertise is in
that area that allows you to nake that statenent, or
did you consult with people who could tell you that,
in fact, it would have this effect based on the
design? O is it sinply your opinion?

MR BARROWN  Well, it's ny opinion based
on 25 years of kayaking the Potomac River, including
being on the water in high flood periods and rescuing
people on the water and being there to see what the
river does at high flow conditions.

COWMM SSI ONER  VAY: Ckay. But you're not

MR BARROW My first experience with a
flood was the Agnes flood many years ago, and | can

tell you that vegetation -- you can see it. It
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provi des enornous protection for any of the structures
downst r eam

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

MR BARROW | nmean, it's not rocket
sci ence. Anybody can see it with their own eyes.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Ckay. And | have to
say that sonme of your comments about the inconsistency
of allowing this and making it parallel wth fencing
off farm animals, it doesn't nmake sense to ne. [''m
wondering --

MR BARROWN Wiat |'mtalking about is if
the Federal CGovernnent and the state governments are
making big efforts to keep vegetation in streanside
areas because that vegetation has a protective and
cleansing effect on the waterways and the Chesapeake
Bay downstream what sense does it nake for the
governnment to come in and then say, "OCh, no. Vel |,
forget that now. Wth the Zoning Comm ssion, we're
going to put buildings in there instead."”

You know, that's not providing the kind of
protection for this -- the waters of the Potonac and
the streanside areas that give you the environnental
protection that the Chesapeake Bay needs and river
areas downstream That's the connection |I'm nmaking.

COMM SSI ONER - VAY: Ckay. Thank you for
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clarifying that.

M5. JONES: May | address the flooding
guesti on?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Sure.

M5. JONES: Pardon nme for stepping in.
l've worked as a witer for many years  on
environnental issues. The Corps of Engi neers has nore
or less reversed a previous policy whereby it used for
flood control mneasures seawalls and concrete banks,
and so forth, and is now returning lands to their
natural state with wetlands and vegetation in order to
absorb fl ood waters.

This is a big issue along the M ssissippi
River, and they're finding this new nethod to be very
successful. O | should say ol d nethod.

COW SSI ONER MAY: Ckay. Thank you.

VICE CHAI RPERSON  HOCOD: Any ot her
guestions? Conmm ssi oner Hannahan?

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM | ' ve just seen for
the first tine | believe the agreenent that one of you
gentl eman nentioned between the Park Service and
sever al other parties, the Advisory Council on
H storic Preservation, forwarding a nmenorandum of
agreenment which includes virtually all of the parties,

i ncludi ng Park Servi ce.
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And there's a stipulation here that says
that the footprint, the facilities footprint, or
aggregate footprints are not nore than 15,6000 square
feet for a building rising no nore than 40 feet above
grade. And then there are other consequences to this
that all of the parties, you know, signatories here
seemto be principals fromall of these organizations.

And this dates back to 1997.

|"m just curious as to how this fits. I
nmean, what happened? There are provisions in this
agreenent for the parties to nmake adjustnents.

MR JOHNSTON: | think clearly when this
-- I"'msorry. Are you asking nme the question?

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM It was you who
br ought --

MR JOHNSTON: Yes. | really -- | can't
explain where the additional 15,000 square feet cane
in the intervening six or seven years, because clearly
when this agreenent was witten there was thought to
the effect of a boathouse on this property, and they
had considered the Wshington Canoe dub and other
pl aces.

The decision to add an additional 15,000
square feet in additional height is sonething really

that only Georgetown can answer. | nean, | really do
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not have the answer, and it's not in the files of the
Advi sory Council on H storic Preservation. They have
no drawi ngs for the proposed boathouse in their files.

COVMM SSI ONER  HANNAHAM Ckay. And the
parties to this agreenent are the Superintendent of
C& Canal, National Park, H storical Park, the
Regional Director of National Park Service, National
Capital Region, the State H storic Preservation Ofice
for the District of Colunbia, and the Executive Ofice
of the Advisory Council on H storic Preservation.

MR JOHNSTON:  That's correct.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM | "m curious as to
what the gap is in between and how the adjustnent cane
about, and the fact that this agreenent exists.

MR JOHNSON: As | said, | really can't
answer that question. You would have to talk to them

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM W' || nmake furt her
inquiries, then.

M. Chairman, thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Good. Thank you.

Let me think -- oh, excuse nme. |It's been
a while since | did this. Does the applicant have any
Ccross exam nation?

Cay. Let ne go down ny list here. M.

Bill Starrels fromthe ANC. Please -- hold your seats
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for a second, please. Let ne find out who is here
just do attendance. M. Starrels from the ANC I's
M. Starrels present? Ckay. Thank you. Do we know
whet her or not he's com ng. Ckay.

M. Schuete, do you have any cross
exam nation of this panel?

MR SCHUETE: No, sir. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. M. Mopsig?

MR MOPSIG No, thank you.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCOD: And M. FErnie
Brooks? M. Brooks?

MR. BROCKS: No, thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  No cross? Ckay.

Thank you for your testinony.

Next we're going to have M. Barbara
Zartman, M. Herb Howell, and this next one | can't
really make out, but it l|ooks |ike Paige Bayno or
Pai ge Bayne. And forgive ne if | destroyed your narne.

s M. Howell here? M. Herb Howell?
Pai ge Bayno -- is Paige Bayno here? M. Bill Caspar?
Cone forward. The last nane is spelled Wtchman, W
EET-CHMA-N first nane |ooks |ike Susie. Have a
seat .

kay. Could you cone to the mke and tel

me -- if this will help nme further, get along a little
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faster.

MR SCHUETE: Yes. |I'msorry, sir. Susan
Wl chman will not be speaking.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.  She will
not be speaking. Maybe it will be easier if | just

ask who is going to be speaking. No, I"'mjust --

(Laughter.)

Let nme ask everyone who has testified
prior, and those who will be testifying in the future,
and those now, nake sure that we get the cards -- the
two cards to the Court Reporter, so we can have an
accurate accounti ng.

Cay. Let ne see who else we can get to
join us at the table. M. Mchael Harbold? Ckay,
cone forward. Ariel Farrar-Vellman. Do we have four
at the table? Ms. Zartman wll be getting five
m nut es.

And, Ms. Zartman, if you could begin.

M5. ZARTMAN.  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

M/ nane is Barbara Zartman, and |'m here
representing the Commttee of 100 on the Federal Cty,
whose vice chairman | have the pleasure to be, and |
al so chair the Zoning Subcomm ttee.

As we commented in the rul enmaki ng case for

wat erfront open space, the commttee had real concerns
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about the original proposal to create this zoning
wi ndow applicable to the Potomac and Anacostia
waterfronts -- concer ns about hei ght about
devel opnment on both sides of the water's edge, about
vague descriptions of special exception uses and
ot hers.

This case is the first test of the new
zoning classification. And especially in light of the
plans to build additional boathouses in the inmrediate
area, we believe it's very inportant to get it right
even if it takes a little nore tine.

The loss of river access in front of all
boat houses built or to be built on the waterfront is a
trenmendous loss to the public and defeats the oft-
repeated goal of assuring pedestrian access and the
conmmtnment to protect and expand open space.

Seeing the river from the runp end of a
row of boathouses is not what nost people have in mnd
when they think river pronenade. This particul ar
proposal before you toni ght enphasizes the concerns we
had -- 300 feet of the shoreline would be unavail abl e
to the public, a 40-foot structure would block views
of the Potomac from inportant park areas, and |arge
docks woul d affect the public's use of the river.

Despite all of the testinony in this case,
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there are still many unanswered questions. Are there
[imtations on social or developnmental uses of the
facility? The only evidence in the file is the
suggestion from GU to NPS that it has no intention to
use this attractive athletic facility sitting on a
precious and beautifully visible site on the Potonac
for social purposes.

WI1l the NPS prohibition on consunption of
al cohol on NPS property be vacated with the title
transfer? Nothing in the proposal before you limts
such activity in any way.

CGeorgetown has recently proposed noving
devel opnent social activities that used to be housed
within the canpus to a snmall group of townhouses on
the very eastern edge of its canpus -- 100 events each
year in a residential area. Could or will sonme of
t hem be noved onto the river property?

The observations of how attractive the
facility is nust be exam ned. Surely Steve Mise has
designed a beautiful facility, but that should not be
the end of the discussion. These concept drawings in
no way guarantee what will be built once title passes,
and they cannot, of course, constitute a justification
for zoning relief.

Nonet hel ess, to address the design we have
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all run afoul of changes nmade ostensibly in the nane
of value engineering, which has cone to nean cost-
cutting and the elimnation of anenities, quality
materials, fenestration elenments, and the |ike.

And sonetines there are outright decisions
to build other than what has been approved. And wor st

of all, the four words "our needs have changed. "
| hate even to contenplate the thought,

but there's no guarantee that the architect who

prepares a concept design will be the architect who
conpl etes a project. NPS offers assurances that it
will hold easenents to limt disappointnments, but the

Park Service is poorly positioned to deal wth
enforcenent matters.

As to the zoning provisions particularly,
we cannot seriously consider the circular logic
suggested by the applicant through counsel. The WO
provision was created with this site in mnd. Its
details are very specifically related to the
boat house, though it would now be applicable nore
br oadl y.

But we should not be asked to find that
t he boathouse neets the test of consistency with the
zoning regulations when these are the very zoning

regulations witten to accomnmodate it. As to the
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variance, we cannot see how this self-inposed hardship
can neet the test for a variance.

In New York, we had a shorthand parlance

You can't buy a hardship. Surely the dinensions of
the property were and are known to the applicants.
The university is not being conpelled to gain title to
this property. | ndeed, GCeorgetown's architect has
frequently been quoted as saying they could build the
property on their own parcel farther upriver.

I'd like to nake a couple of suggestions,
because we question whether the applicant has net its
burden of denonstrating it is wunlikely to becone
obj ectionable for nearby properties. Is the absence
of parking on the site -- and there is a conmuni cation
from NPS indicating there wll be 100-car public
parking |ot under the Whitehurst. VW have seen no
inclusion of that in the work for this park.

Have they net the -- have the applicants
nmet the burden of denonstrating that denial of public
access in order to assure private access is unlikely
to becone objectionable? Many of those giving
testinony appear to have already voiced their
obj ecti ons.

W would suggest that the size of the

facility be reduced, the need to have the row ng tank
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unique wthin the region by the testinony of
Ceor get own zone expert, cannot be consi der ed
essential, wth other amendnents to the building
volune, elimnation of the tank, and reestablish sone
of the view sheds.

| have four other suggestions if you woul d
like to hear them

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ms. Zartman, | can

tell you that I'm |l ooking through your -- we have your
testinmony in our hand. | think you have sone good
things in here. | would ask that you end now, because

| want to nmake sure that we're fair to everyone el se.

But we have it, because | have a question for you
after -- on your testinony.
M5. ZARTMAN.  Very well. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So next |'m goi ng
to ask M. Caspar.

MR CASPAR: M/ nane is Bill Caspar, and
I'ma -- | was born and raised in Palisades. | still
live there. | was born in Georgetown Hospital, and I
am currently the Vice President of the Wshington
Canoe d ub.

|'d like to touch on sonething that hasn't
really been nentioned, and that's ethics. And I'd

like each of you to kind of inmagine yourselves

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

31

| andowners on a ridge, and you overlook a valley and a
river, and your famly has enjoyed this for decades.

And then a big powerful wuniversity buys
all the land in between your property and the river
and they build, you know, gargantuan structures. You
can no longer see the valley or the river. That's the
case of the Georgetown Boat house.

And, you know, it's perfectly |egal what
they did, but it is also 100 percent unethical. And
basically, you know, ethics is doing what's right.
And, you know, everyone in this room | really feel
that they know the boathouse doesn't belong on that
plot of land. And | say that because it's just comon
sense.

You know, would you build your house, you
know, on top of a sewer pipe? Oh a plot of Iland
that's too small, you know, on a -- very poor access?

| mean, there's a dozen nore reasons. | don't want
to, you know, repeat, you know, the things that people
have said. But would you build your house there? You
know, it's in a flood plain. You know, | highly doubt
it.

And, actually, 1'd like to address a
guestion that you had, M. Hood. The first night you

were wondering why all of a sudden, you know, you were
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getting, you know, opposition to this at such a -- you
know, last mnute. And basically, the reason for that
is, you know, GCeorgetown m srepresented the size of
t he boat house.

You know, we were all dunb-founded when we
found out how large it was going to be. And plus the
magni tude of the entire project. And, you Kknow,
that's the reason, you know, for all of the Ilast-

m nut e opposition.

Basi cal |y, you know, I support a
Ceorget own Boat house, but not in that |ocation. It
should be downriver. |1'd be glad to speak in support

of that and would do so if that was to cone about.

You know, there are far too nmany questions
that are wunanswered for this project to continue.
And, you know, | feel like it's up to the Zoning Board
to uphold sone sort of ethical values and, you know,
nmake a precedent of this case.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. Ckay.

MR CASPAR  Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Thank you.

Next, M. Harbol d.

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir. M/ nanme is
M chael Har bol d. | live at 4424 P Street, N W I

currently am one of the volunteer coaches at

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

33

Washi ngton Canoe Club. In addition, |I'mthe comodore
of the Canoe O ub, which basically nmeans that | get to
fix all the broken equipnent.

What I'd like to do is turn your attention
to this brief presentation | have about the Canoe O ub
and sone of the inpact, as well as the solution, to
our current problem As you know, the Washington
Canoe Cub was founded in 1904. It's also credited
with starting the dynpic sport of canoe-kayak in
1924.

Here is a picture of the first dynpians
and al so our club. I'm sorry, that was very quick.

Qur club menbers have been on alnost every dynpic

team since then. As you see, we go through 1964,
1968, 1972, 1976, 1980, 1984, 1988 -- and that's ny
nane, by the way -- 1992, ny nane again --

(Laughter.)

-- and then, finally, in 1996. And what
makes Washington Canoe Cub sell is the water. And
that's our club right there, as it stands, about maybe
a year ago.

It's calm and out of the main channel of
where the rowers train. As you see in this diagram
we have the rowers' course. This is the upstream | ane

for them Here we have the downstream |ane, and
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clearly defined is our 500-neter course as well as the
start for the 200 and the 1, 000-neter course.

In addition, on this drawing | have the
Ceorget own Boat house proposed site as well as their
docks. This is all to scale. | used sone software
provi ded by the Geol ogi cal Survey.

Again, here is another illustration of
what | just said. Potomac R ver Safety Commttee,
which is a conmttee that helps pick out safety rules
for the Potonmac, has clearly defined the row ng and
canoe- kayak | anes on the Potonac.

In its handout, it shows here on the
bottom right-hand side -- it says, "Note: The D.C.
shore from the Washington Canoe Cub to the Hens and
Chickens is reserved for paddlers and kayakers.
Shells should follow the traffic pattern,” which again
is clearly shown.

The users of the agree -- or the users of
the area agree to the local practices, and that's the
Safety Commttee. |It's conposed of GCeorgetown, GCeorge
Washi ngt on, Potomac Boat O ub, Thonpson's Boat Center
the Washington Canoe Cub, and also some other
i ndi vi dual s.

M/ nane is on there as well as Tony

Johnson's and a few others that are a little difficult
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to see right now But, again, it says the river and
traffic patterns, "Paddlers are asked to use the river
closest to the D.C. shore fromKeebler's to Fletcher's
Cove, and to wuse the prescribed traffic patterns

downstream "

Ckay. He's another illustration of what's
going on currently. Upstream of the club it says
that, "Crews nust be aware that the river area 250

neters fromthe D.C. shore is used by, and the domain
of , canoes and kayaks." This is fromthe Potonmac Boat
d ub website.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MR HARBOLD: | have nore information that
m ght be significant to this.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: | don't know how
you -- maybe you can nake a presentation, or copies of
it, and submt that to us --

MR HARBOLD: Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: -- to the record.

MR HARBOLD: To nme, though, the nost
inportant thing to recognize --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let me just cut
you off, because -- let nme be the rude -- I'mgoing to
be the rude one this evening, because |I'm doing that

wi th everybody.
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MR HARBOLD: Ckay. May | say just one --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  No.
MR HARBOLD: -- last thing?
(Laughter.)

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  No. If | start it

now - -
MR HARBOLD: Thank you.
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: -- we'll be back
here. But believe nme, when you submt it, like -- as
| stated earlier, we will take consideration of your

submttal. So we ask that you do that.

MR HARBOLD: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Thank you.

Ms. Vel | man?

M5. FARRAR- VELLMVAN: M/ nanme is Ariel
Farrar- Vel | man. | live at 4452 Reservoir Road,
Washi ngton, D.C., which is just upstream of where the
Washi ngton Canoe C ub and the proposed boat club are
goi ng to be | ocat ed.

| am a kayaker at the Washington Canoe
a ub. Like all other kayakers and canoers and
recreational paddlers, ny training will suffer from
the proposed GU Boat house. This is a very personal
issue for nme. | have paddl ed conpetitively for seven

years and raced at six national chanpionships. And
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this year |I'm training for a chance to conpete at
Juni or Worlds in Komatsu, Japan.

Wiile training on the river, which | do
twice every day, there is a constant fear of the
enornous crew boats. A crew boat -- a CGew Eight is
60 feet long, while a single kayak, which is the boat
that we use nost frequently, is only 17 feet |ong.
The crew boats are nmuch |ess maneuverable than the
kayaks. Thus, when they stray onto our course, which
does happen, the paddlers are put in danger. A
collision is far nore detrinmental to a kayaker than a
rower, being nuch |lighter and smaller.

Not only the boats thenselves but their
wakes are detrinmental to sprint kayaks and canoe
traini ng. The many |launches and |arge eights that
create wake in this non-wake zone nake flatwater
racing difficult and cause people to fall into the
wat er very frequently.

| understand that the high schools and the
university students need their own space to train and
keep their boats. | understand it all too well,
considering if the boathouse is built it will be in
direct conflict to all other fornms of non-notorized
boat activity, including ny training.

| do not understand why they should have
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the right to Ilabel rowng superior to kayaking.

Unfortunately, the Washington Canoe Cub is the only

conpetitive sprint kayak and canoe

team within 200

mles. This makes it all the nore inportant to

protect Virginia, Maryland, and D.C

residents' only

access to the Aynpic sports of flatwater kayak and

canoe.

Pl ease protect -- please choose to protect

t hese wonderful sports, which deserve

to flourish.

an equal chance

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD: You still have a

m nute. That was your warning.

M5. FARRAR- VEEL LIVAN: Yes.
' m done.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:
Thank you. Thank you.

Col | eagues, any questions
No questions? | have a few

Conm ssi oner May?

No, it's okay.

Cay. CGood.

of this panel ?

COW SS| ONER  MAY: I would like to see

that slide again that had the aerial view with the

different courses laid out on it.
MR HARBCOLD: Yes, sSir.
you were asking for?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yes, |
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MR HARBOLD: Ckay. Wul d you like that

| arger, sir?

COW SSI ONER MAY: I f you woul d, pl ease.

MR HARBOLD: One nonent.

COMM SSI ONER - VAY: That's very difficult
to see anyway.

MR HARBQOLD: | understand. Let nme --
"Il just run through very quickly. I|'msorry.

COMM SSI ONER  NVAY: That's okay. W're
getting all of it.

MR HARBOLD: Ckay. Now, this is the
course that was prescribed by the Potonmac River Safety
Comm ttee, and --

COW SSI ONER  MAY: |"m sorry, but | need
to ask a really stupid question.

MR HARBOLD: Yes, |'msorry.

COW SSI ONER MAY: A rower IS a crew boat,

right?

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Ckay. And then, what
are the -- okay, so the crew boats are going upstream
t here.

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir.
COW SSI ONER MAY: Downstr eam t her e.

MR HARBOLD: Yes.
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COW SSI ONER MNAY: And is that the sane

one that was shown in their aerial view?

MR HARBOLD: It was a little squished, |
would say. It was simlar. These --

COW SSI ONER MAY:  kay.

MR HARBOLD: You know, in my opinion,
t hese are very accurate.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay. And you're going
to submt this for the record?

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir, | would like to.

COW SSI ONER  MVAY: Ckay. Because then
we'll be able to look at them side by side. Then,
what's the rest of that? W're seeing --

MR HARBQOLD: Ckay. The area here, this
yellow area that you see here, is our 500-neter
cour se. And the standard |lane size is nine neters
wide by nine lanes, so that's the mninmum size, and
that's exactly where we're at right now It's 81
neters. The maximumsize is 13.5 neters.

So we are currently at our mninmm wdth
to accommodate the rowers and their needs to have a
safe area to travel upstream

The bi ggest issue with row ng and kayaki ng
is that we face in opposite directions as we're noving

f orwar d. Rowers face backwards, and we face forwards.
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So there is a huge potential for collisions. |If you
have a boat that's traveling forward -- say if a
rowing shell is traveling forward and it's behind a

kayak as we're both traveling upstream the chance for
collision is very great, because we cannot see each
other at all. That is why the Potomac River Safety
Conm ttee has defined these areas quite specifically.

COW SSI ONER MAY: Ckay. And so how much
is the overlap of their dock and your course?

MR HARBOLD: Their dock |ooks like it
cones in about maybe 10 feet or so, but that in itself
pretty nmuch takes away the entire racecourse, because
what's going to happen -- and | have a future slide to
show you the traffic pattern that | foresee happening.
Wul d you be willing to |l ook at that?

COW SSI ONER  MAY: If you're going to
submt it for the record, then we'll just |ook at that
one.

MR HARBOLD: Ckay. But what's going to
happen is the rowers at Georgetown University are
going to be sitting here. They're going to need to
| eave and cone into this area and continue upstream
When they conme in, they're going to have to cone into
this area and then park.

What's going to happen is this entire area
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here is going to be nullified for use. It's also
going to becone quite a dangerous area. It'll be like
the m xing bow, except the bus drivers will be facing

backwards and the car drivers will be facing forwards.

So it --

(Laughter.)

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Ckay. Thank you very
much.

|'d like to ask -- I"'msorry, | didn't get
everybody's nane. Bill Caspar, right?

MR CASPAR  Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER  VAY: Ckay. You raised the
-- or you made the statenent that one of the reasons
why the opposition came up nost recently, or why we're
-- this is arising tide of opposition, has to do with
the fact that you feel you were deceived about the
si ze of the boat house.

MR CASPAR That's correct.

COW SSI ONER MAY: (kay. The size of the

boat house -- | nean, | -- even if that -- regardless
of whether or not that is -- well, regardless of that
assertion, | guess what I'm-- | look at this, and I
think, well, there's always been a conflict between

their activity and your activity, based on this plan.

Wiy was it that before when the boathouse was snaller
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this traffic was not a probl emthen?

MR CASPAR  Well, actually, 1'm not that
famliar with the traffic patterns, Iike Mke is.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

MR CASPAR You know, he's on the river
nore than | am Wat | do is | basically nmaintain the
bui I di ng. | get on the water, you know, when | can.
So probably not even -- less than a year ago, you
know, when Ceorgetown started to nove forward wth
this, you know, we were really unaware of the size of
t he boat house. You know, they --

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Ckay. Vel |, you nade

that point. |'mjust wondering why, you know --
MR CASPAR Well, | nean, | wasn't --
COW SSI ONER  MAY: -- the boats didn't
change size. |It's just the boat house may have.
Then, 1'Il ask M. Harbold. | mean, did

you have an issue with this boathouse from the very
begi nni ng?

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Because of the traffic?

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir. My primary
concern is that of the athletes and the people who use
the water for racing and --

COW SSI ONER MAY: No. | understand what
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your concern is, but |I'mjust wondering why, again, if
the issue -- if this traffic issue existed all along,
why is it that it is only surfacing now?

MR HARBOLD: Well --

COMM SSI ONER  MVAY: | hate wusing these
wat er puns over and over again, but --

(Laughter.)

MR HARBCLD: I think it's because
Ceorgetown has not given us a forum to express this.
This is the first public forum that we've had as a
group. There has never been a public forum

COW SSI ONER MAY:  This has been going on
for how many years? Ten years?

MR HARBOLD: And they've never brought it
forward to the Zoni ng Comm ssi on.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  And there's never been
a forumfor this?

MR HARBOLD: |I'msorry, sir?

COWM SSI ONER MAY: And there's never been
a forumfor this in 10 years, or whatever?

MR HARBCLD: Not that | have been aware
of . | know that the ANC has approved it, and | know
that the Fine Arts Comm ssion has approved sonet hing.
But they've never seen any plans.

There has never been an invitation put out
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to the nenbers of Georgetown University to cone and
speak where it seened like there would be any inpact.
This is the first opportunity that | feel that | have
been able to nmake a difference in this. Every tinme we
speak to Georgetown, which is | think three tinmes now,
we' ve raised these issues. And the pat response is,
"Well, we'll deal with it. W'Il put some buoys out
there, and that will be fixed."

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Well, | trust that as a
result of your testinony that they' Il probably have
sone response and explanation of how they think this
wll actually work very well.

MR HARBOLD: Well, | hope so, sir. And I
think that, you know, the R vers and Harbors Act of
1899 has quite a bit of bearing on this subject
itself. And the Corps of Engineers would also need to
be consulted prior to any installation of a dock or
weir or any type of thing in that water at all.

COW SSI ONER MAY: Ckay. Vell, we'll let
t hem handl e that one.

MR HARBOLD. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Thank you.

VICE CHAI RPERSON  HOOD: Conmi ssi oner
Hannahan?

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM I was very
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interested to know that there was such a thing as the
Potomac River Safety Committee. And it seens as
though it's made up of -- Ceorgetown is a nenber of
that Safety Commttee, right?

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM Cay. So there
shoul d have been a dialogue with you along the way as
to what the plans were. The other thing that | was
wondering about is that there's an inland waterway.
You know, a governmental entity certainly is going to
have an interest here, too.

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir.

COWMM SSI ONER HANNAHAM And | Ilike the
schematics that have been shown, but they don't seem
to me to be the kind of quality navigational aids that
you expect, you know, when you're dealing with public
safety -- safety in the water. Are there such
instruments, |ike whatever NOAA does now, Corps of
Engi neers nmaybe, or Coast @uard? Don't these people
ever set forth very specific navigation requirenments
in the inland wat erways?

MR  HARBOLD: There is a known channel

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM Is there a map?

| s there a navigational --
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MR, HARBOLD: There is a navigational map,

but the scale is so small that you can't get the
detail of the area that we're speaking about. It is
-- the resolution on that would negate any di scussion
about that area. It only shows, in general terns, the
area that we're speaking about specifically. And |
was able to go to the U S. GCeological Survey and get
these aerial images, as well as use their software to
devel op this.

But for the rowers and for the kayakers
that use this area, it's so well-known that only the
sinpl e description that was shown on the Potomac R ver
Safety Commttee handbook would be enough for
everybody who uses that water. W use this water over
and over again. It's --

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM | under stand t hat .
Who puts up the buoys?

MR HARBOLD: Wo picks up the buoys?

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM ~ Who puts t hem out
t here?

MR HARBOLD: Wio puts them out there?

COWM SSI ONER - HANNAHAM Wio neasures and
det erm nes where they should -- what the |ayout should
be?

MR HARBOLD: Each group woul d. Each
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group would put it in for their specific use.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  And t hen they take
t hem away?

MR HARBOLD: And they take them away.

COWM SSI ONER - HANNAHAM Oh, okay. That's
strange. It seens like it's pretty hectic. That
seens very haphazard when vyou're considering the
safety issues that you raised earlier.

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir. And it does,
t hough, relate back to the history of the area. You
know, the rowers and the kayakers have had a |ong
hi story together, and we have always used the sanme
water but with quite a bit of respect for each other
and the known dangers of the two sports.

And so even with the broadest sense, we
are aware of our area and where it's safe for us to
paddl e, and the rowers are as well.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM Ckay. | know we
di scuss this further, and I don't want to just extend
this. I know the chair is trying to wap up this
phase.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Pl ease feel free
to ask your questions, Conm ssioner Hannaham

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM ['m really

concerned that if there's going to be this heightened
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degree of activity in this area that we |ook at the
whol e stretch of the Potomac, all the way down to
Hai nes Point if necessary, as an operating area.

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir. And the Potonac
River Safety Commttee does cover that area as well,
and only the area between Key Bridge and the Hens and
Chi ckens, which 1is about two mles wupstream is
specifically set out for canoe-kayak in their
gui debook.

And the area below Key Bridge to Haines
Point, all the way down, | believe, to the Al exandria
Boat house is a mxed-use area, basically, you know,
"wat ch your back" area. You've got to -- you always
have to keep your eyes behind you. You have to keep
turning constantly, because the rowing shells are very
f ast.

And they sonetines wll wat ch  out,
sonetinmes they'll have a coach with them sonetines
they won't, and so it's very risky. Ve try to keep
ourselves as close to the D.C. shore in our area as
possible, so that there is no conflict. It is very,
very dangerous for rowers and kayakers to be heading
in the same direction on the sane piece of water at
any tine.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Ckay. Thank you.
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Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ms. Zartman --
actually, | have a question for every nenber of this
panel. M. Zartman, let nme just ask -- | noticed as |
was skinmm ng through your submttal that you nentioned
about the reduction in size. At an earlier hearing I
asked about that, and | was informed by the subject
matter experts -- is what | like to call it -- is that
that would be | guess noving in a different direction
for these type of facilities.

That woul d not be what they actually need,
and you nentioned the elimnation of the row tanks
Let ne just -- if -- let nme back up. You're not in
opposition to the site of where the boathouse is.
You're just in opposition to the size, or the
conmttee is in opposition to the size of the
boat house.

IVB. ZARTNAN: The conmttee is in
opposition to anything that wundermnes the zoning
protections that all of the properties have. W have
a concern that this is the first of at |east another
boat house being built. W have a concern that if you
add two 35,000 square foot buildings --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Excuse ne. Can |

get you gentlenen to turn your mkes off? Thank you.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

51

Excuse ne.

M5. ZARTMVAN If you add two or nore
35,000 square foot buildings with huge wharfs in front
of them you're <changing the character of the
riverfront. The elimnation of the access --
pedestrian access along the riverfront is something
that we view as very, very inportant.

At lunch today we had a presentation on
the current status of the Anacostia Waterfront
Initiative, which right now I'm w shing were ready for
use, because it's got sonme of the best water in the
regi on. But that's not here yet. This is the only
property. | sonmehow don't have a picture in ny mnd
of Steve Tractenburg saying, "George Washington wants
a smal ler, |ess nodern boat house than Georgetown has."

(Laughter.)

And | think I'm asking you to consider the
overal | devel opment on the waterfront as you use this
new zoning instrunent for the first tine, and make
sure that all of the T s are crossed and the 1I's
dotted, that all of the environnental reports are in,
that all of the protections you can give to pedestrian
access to the rivers edge be there, because if we
can't do it here this first time we're never going to

have it.
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If you lose the 20-foot setback here on
the first project, we're never going to ever ook at a
100-f oot set back. And we'll have trouble protecting
even a 20. And there's a qualitative difference in
how peopl e can edge that way.

I'm hoping that as we enliven the
waterfront it wll be possible to deal with safety
issues and still have public access to the water
whenever Crews are not actively using their
boat houses.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Ckay. Thank you,
Ms. Zart man.

M. Harbold, | would hope that you would
give us, if anything, at least that particular slide
that | see here, if not the whole presentation.
Unfortunately, you didn't have enough tine, but | was
very interested. | like to |look at pictures, so | can
make sure | understand exactly what |'m consideri ng.

And, M. Caspar, what | understand from
you is that you live in the area.

MR CASPAR Yes, sir. ['ve lived on
MacArt hur Boul evard, Palisades, all ny life.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: And you can |
guess see the waterfront fromyour house.

MR CASPAR Ch, no. ' m not that close,
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no.

VICE CHAI RPERSON  HOCOD: Ckay. I
m sunder st ood you, okay.

MR CASPAR  No, no, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | thought you were
tal king about the view, you nade an investnent, okay,
so I'mtotally wong.

MR CASPAR No, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MR CASPAR No, no. Actual |y, what |
neant was | wanted each of you to just kind of imagine
yourselves as property owners, that you were | ooking
over -- you know, you're on a ridge and you were
| ooking at this view of a valley and a river, and then
all of a sudden sonebody builds a house in front of
you, and you can no |longer see any of it. You know?

And to ne, you know, perfectly l|egal, but
purely unethical .

VICE CHAI RPERSON  HOCOD: Ri ght. I
under st and.

MR CASPAR  Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ms. Vellman, |et

me just ask you, if you were able to use this
facility, would you still have the same comments about
its | guess interfering wth your training? And |
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guess can you all coexist, in your opinion, if you
were able to use it? Wuld you have a different --

M5. FARRAR- VEL L VAN Absol utely not.
woul d - -

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  You woul dn't have
a different opinion?

M5. FARRAR- VELLVAN: | would not have a
different opinion at all, because | -- well, kayaking
is mainly a sumer sport, so the twice a day training
happens on the water every day during the sunmer,
starting in about Mirch when it's really cold and
ending in about Novenber/Decenber when it's really
col d. But we only have a couple of nonths where we
stay i ndoors.

And we have a really small club, but we
use all the space we can, and we just nake do wth
t hat . VW do our weight training, we do our cross-
training, we do our running out on the crescent trail.

W don't see the need for a big tank to cone in and
-- which would really be destroying a lot of the
envi ronnent al bal ances that are right now there.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: (Ckay. Thank you

And, Ms. Zartman, let ne just go back to
that setback. You nentioned about the setback -- we

won't be able to protect it. | can assure you that in
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our deliberations | wll definitely be [|ooking at

that. W don't want to set a precedent.

And as you nentioned, | think you brought
a good scenario where M. -- | don't want to call his
nane -- they are conpetitive, and | understand that.

So we want to nmeke sure that we don't create
sonet hi ng. W also want to nake sure that we don't
mss out. At least that's ny point of view

Ckay. Let ne thank the panel. Ch, any
cross exam nation fromthe applicant?

MR JOHNSON.  Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Coul d you identify

yoursel f, please?

MR JOHNSON: 'l make this as brief as |
can. |'m Tony Johnson, and | wanted to talk, M ke,
about the racecourse. The white is a 1,000-neter
course, | take it?

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir.
JOHNSON:  And the yellow is the 5007?

HARBOLD: Yes, sir.

2 3 3

JOHNSON: And is it a comon finish
l'ine?

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir.

MR JOHNSON:  And how is the racecourse --

coul d you describe the racecourse?
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Could you talk

closer to the mcrophone? Maybe it's not on. |Is the
battery dead? Maybe we didn't put it in correctly, if
we can check that. Just bear with us one nonent,
pl ease. Yes, there we go. Thank you.

MR JOHANSON:  The racecourse -- | rmean, |
am assum ng the racecourse is an exact rectangl e.

MR HARBOLD: It is nine parallel l|ines.

MR JOHINSON: Al the lines are parallel.

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir.

MR JOHNSON: Then, if those white lines
and yellow lines aren't parallel, how can the finish
[ine be the sane?

MR HARBOLD: Because of the space between
the Three Sisters Islands and the shore, we've had to
dimnish the width of our racecourse. Traditionally,
we used to cone diagonally across from the Canoe C ub
here with our 1, 000-neter course.

But what has happened over tine is the
row ng traffic has increased so nuch that we've had to
elimnate the first three |lanes of our racecourse, SO
that we only race with a six-lane course here between
the Hens and Chickens and our 1,000 neters. So we've
had to nake sonme accommodation to the expl osive growth

of rowing, just for safety sake.
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MR JOHNSON: But | don't understand, if

the course is a rectangle, and the finish line is the
sane, why those yellow lines and white lines aren't
parall el .

MR HARBOLD: If we follow the angle here,
we know that this is parallel and this is parallel,
and we see how it goes diagonally across here.

MR JOHNSON:  So --

MR HARBOLD: | can --

MR JOHNSON: -- it's not a rectangle,
it's a parallel ogranf

MR HARBOLD: It does appear that way.

MR JOHNSON:. I'msorry. | don't want to
take the tine of the panel.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOCD: M. Johnson, let's
ask himthe question. Let's give himtinme to respond.

MR JOHNSON: Right.

MR HARBCOLD: The racecourse itself, we
have the nine-lane racecourse which is the 500-neter

course right here, as ny device dies. ay. So these

lines are parallel, these lines are parallel. | know
that for a fact. | race it every day.

| also know that the Ilines here are
parallel to the lines that will end here. If you'd

like | could zoomout and show you a different view
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MR JOINSON:  No, | --

MR HARBOLD: That would show you the
conpl ete racecourse. But, really, it's about the
accommodation that we've made in this area. | do have
docunents that show the older racecourse that cones
diagonally across this area, as well as photographs
that show the racers com ng through. But because of
the explosive growth of row ng, we've been pushed off
to the side.

MR JOHNSON:. That has nothing to do with
the boathouse. 1Is the white line of your 1,000-neter
racecourse -- does that -- and this diagram cuts
across the dock that you've drawn in?

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir. If you see down
here on this corner --

MR JOHINSON: Right.

MR HARBCOLD: -- that these two lines do
converge here at this point.

MR JOHNSON At the last neeting when
Bl ai se and your paddl ers spoke, and there was a finish
line out -- two buoys marking the finish line -- and |
asked the question if that was the finish line, and
Blaise said it was, would that be -- the red buoy,
woul d that be the sane corner?

MR HARBOLD: Well, it's -- obviously, M.
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Rhodes, forner President Rhodes, would have m sspoken
in this particular thing. And the reason why | took
such time to develop this information here is because
it just seenmed to fit too perfectly. | was very
concer ned about that.

MR JOHNSON.  Right.

MR HARBOLD: So what | did -- and | do
have cl oser pictures. What our finish line is is a
line that goes from the peak of our roof through the
gable here and then straight across the river.
There's a white pipe that was nmeasured | believe in
the "40s by the Corps of Engi neers, but it
conveniently lines up with the corner of the hotel
that's across the river.

So what | did when | drew this was | used
that as the baseline, and then drew everything off
t hat . So it's very, very accurate according to the
United States Geol ogi cal Survey.

MR JOHNSON: | guess ny question is --
the corner of your racecourse there that is closest to
Washi ngt on Canoe d ub, that corner --

MR HARBOLD: Yes, sir.

MR JOHNSON: -- is that the sane spot
that the red buoy was out there at the l|ast hearing

when Blaise said that was the corner of t he

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

60

racecourse?

MR HARBOLD: |'mnot sure exactly.

MR JOHNSON: Ri ght. That was not a
conflict. That's not a question. How often is the
500-net er racecourse used as a racecourse?

MR HARBOLD: It's used as a racecourse
in, I would believe -- well, the area itself is used
quite a bit in daily training. But in addition to
that, we have about nonthly a five-kiloneter race that
starts in this area and goes upstream So that woul d
be use of that area.

In addition to that, we have severa
regattas every year. W have the mddle states
regatt a. W have the annual regatta. And | believe
we have one nore, which -- as well as the nmasters --
the U S. Masters or the Canadian Masters Invitational

And we use this area as a racecourse. But on a daily
basis, we do train in this area because it is the only
safe area fromrowers

MR JOHNSON | under st and. But the
guestion of how often the nine lane, nine neter wde
racecourse is used is three or four times a year? As
a racecourse. As a racecourse.

MR HARBCOLD: It's used every day. You

know, yesterday we were doing -- as preparation for
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the Junior World chanpi onship team which we're taking

eight of our athletes to the teamtrials for that, we
were using the 200-neter course, the 500-neter course,
as well as the 100-neter course, which conveniently is
about the m dsection of the Georget own docks.

So on a daily basis we are using this in
our training, and for significant regattas we use it
as well. Qur club does not have the resources of nmany
of the schools, so it is our general principle to
throw out as nany buoys as we can to indicate a
racecourse, but we don't have nine l|anes that we
stretch out. W don't have the noney to do that.

What we do is we line up an outline marker
here, and then we put mddle -- hatch marks in the
mddle, as well as towards the finish, so the athletes
know what |ane they're in. But we don't have the
resources to nmake the stainless steel cables for the
1,000 or even the 500.

W're hoping to host the nationals in
2004, and that would generate the revenue to put that
stuff in.

MR JOHNSON:. 1'Il let it go and --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay. Ckay.
Thank you.

ANC, M. Starrels? M. Schuete?
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MR SCHUETE: No, sir. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: M. Mopsi g?
MR MOPSIG  No.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M. Br ooks?

Thank  you, panel . Appreciate your
t esti nony.

Ms. Holly Pollinger, Carolyn Brosis or
Brossis -- Broweosis? Anyone -- okay. Thi s | ooks

l[ike Bill Dulin. M. Bill Dulin? And John Liddener.
And you are Ms. Pollinger?
M5. POLLI NGER  Yes.
VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Car ol yn
Broweosis? Again, if it sounds close, cone forward.
It's probably -- M. Bill Dugan? M. Dugan? John
Li ddener? (Qoviously, he's not here because he woul d

have corrected ne by now

Natalie Carver. It looks Iike Nathan
Fri edman. Do we have three? Let's get one nore.
Li nda Brackett. Ms. Brackett is representing Foxhall

Village, so she will get five mnutes, and we wll --

she will go |ast.

Let ne also ask -- and | think we've been
doing it, but | haven't asked that you give your
address when you introduce yourself. So let's begin

with Ms. Pollinger.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

63

VB. PCLLI NGER: M nane is Holly
Pol | i nger. Il live at 3713 Fulton Street, N W, in
Washington. |'mhere tonight as a private citizen.

|'ve lived in Washington for 30 years, and
during that time have enjoyed the river in all
seasons. |'ve watched Washington grow from a sl eepy
southern town into a nodern city.

Pl anners for Washington have been nostly
excel | ent and used good noral judgnent when it cane to
bal ance what kind of developrment the city needs and
what ki nd of devel opnent enterprising devel opers want.

There has been a tendency recently,
however, for redevel opnment of honmes and buildings to
be constructed and renovated wthout the best
interests of the comunity in mnd. |In particular, we
have all seen lovely old hones torn down and dupl exes
or new houses built that overwhel m the space they are
in, and the nei ghborhoods where they are situated.

Sone call them MMansions. O hers call
them starter castles. But whatever they are called,
they are essentially based on a type of greed and
arrogance with disregard for the surrounding comunity
and for the greater architectural beautification of
Washi ngt on.

This is what | believe has overtaken
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Ceorgetown  University Boathouse planners. The
boat house, as it is designed now, is probably nostly
legal, uses lovely materials, and the shape of the
boat house reflects an old world design. But this
boat house is just too big for the neighborhood. It
has becone a MBoat house.

And the reason it got so big was this
creeping type of greed and arrogance -- a reflection
of what Georgetown University wants and not what it
needs, a reflection of the attitude that bigger is
better and the comunity be darned.

W ask you to please scale it back to fit
its environnent, to be good stewards. Nestle it into
the river bank, and let it serve the kids in a way
t hat everyone can be pleased with it, environnentally,
functionally, and as a source of pride for all the
future generations of Georgetown University students.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCOD: Thank you, M.

Pol | i nger.
Next, Ms. Carver?
M5. CARVER Hello. M --
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Push your button.
M5. CARVER H . M/ nane is Natalie
Carver, and |I'm 14 years old. | live at 3406 North
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3rd Street in Arlington, Virginia. | aman athlete on
the junior team from the Wshi ngton Canoe d ub. I
have been paddling with the junior team for four
years.

| first becane involved with the team
through a summer canp open to anybody who wanted to
j oi n. | fell in love with the sport and even quit
soccer, ny passion for eight years, to further pursue
paddl i ng. Since then, | have trained hard with the
hel p from excel |l ent coaches and great teammates.

| participated at the national conpetition
last year in Georgia and did well. I am hopi ng that
this year | will do even better.

Now our wonderful community 1is being
threatened by the col ossal row ng boat house CGeorgetown
University wants to build directly upriver from our
historic club. | feel that ny paddling career will be
forever changed by the construction of this boathouse.

It would conpletely transform the river and its
surrounding shores that we have grown to know and
| ove.

I ncom ng and outgoing boat traffic that
t he boat house woul d generate would potentially create
dangerous collisions. Al though our voice is small, we

would be the ones facing the consequences of the
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proposed boat house for generations to cone.
A |l ogical conprom se would be to build the
Ceorgetown Boat house downriver from Key Bridge.

Currently, the land is being used for storage of

construction and traffic equipnent. It would be an
ideal location for a reasonably-sized boathouse.
CGeorgetown could still expand its rowng program

wi thout causing further dispute with the Washington

Canoe d ub.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.

Next ?

MR FRIEDVAN. M/ nane is Nathan Friednman.
| live at 4627 47th Street in Washington, D.C. I'ma

sprint canoe and kayak athlete at the Washi ngton Canoe
Club on their junior team

|"ve been paddling for many years, and ny
main concern is the size of the Georgetown docks and
the danger that their docks and their boats pose to
our rowing -- our kayaking course. It pretty much
totally obstructs the course, as ny coach has already
shown you, and there is really no other place to nove
it.

And it's -- the rowing shells are also a

danger to the course. | nean, even if the docks
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weren't to be there -- weren't to be that far out, the
rowing shells would still be a danger to paddlers
com ng down or up the course.

Sorry.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: That's all right.

Take your tinmne.

MR FRIEDVAN. Oh. Really, | -- it seens
like we -- the Canoe C ub has been -- or kayakers have
been al nost accused of, like, trying -- saying that we
own this I|and. | nmean, we'd be glad to share the

river, and it would really | think work very well to
put the boathouse downstream And | would be totally
i n support.

And also, you know, | fully synpathize
with the plight of the high school rowers and their
| ack of space. So if Georgetown were to nove their
boat house downstream and put -- nove their row ng
tanks on canpus and instead replace that with possibly
nore boat racks for, you know, any boats who -- any
hi gh school or other boats who would want to use that
space, then I think that would be a really great idea.

So please don't zone the land for the
boat house.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Ckay. Thank you,

M. Friedman.
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Ms. Brackett? Can you turn your mke on?
There you go.

M5. BRACKETT: Is it on now?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Yes, it's on

M5. BRACKETT: Ckay. M/ nanme is Linda
Brackett. | live at 1544 44th Street in the D strict,
in Foxhall WVillage. M/ nei ghborhood is bordered by
G over Archibald Park and the Chesapeake and Chio
National H storic Park. I walk in one or both of
t hese parks daily.

The C&O Nati onal H storic Park is
dedicated to U S. Suprene Court Justice WIlliamOQO
Dougl as, who worked for many years to ensure that all
could enjoy its riches, not just those who could
afford a boat.

CGeorgetown University wishes to build a
boat house on a park land site. The boat house woul d
host not the estimated two to three mllion visits
currently made by the public each year to this segnent
of the park, but 200 undergraduate rowers.

The site is the point at which the park --
it contains flood plain, wetland, and a diversity of
habitats, which nurture a corresponding diversity of
flora and fauna.

Justice Douglas was sensitive to the fact
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that such areas are both fragile and irreplaceabl e,
particularly when |ocated, as this one is, in the
m dst of a highly urbanized comunity. To allow such
devel opnent of this |land would have horrified him It
woul d al so violate both the Organic Act of 1916, which
charged the National Park Service with |eaving the
par ks uni npaired for future generations.

And the paragraph in the current National
Capi tal Pl anning Conmm ssion's conprehensive plan which
reads in part -- | quote -- "The narrow threads of
natural green areas throughout the district should be
protected and nai ntai ned."

In 1954, pressure was intense, supported

by The Washington Post, to use the C& ) park land for

an autonotive parkway. Justice Douglas invited The
Post editors to walk the towpath with him In his
invitation, he stated that, "Fi shernmen, hunters,

hi kers, canpers, and others are opposed to naking a
hi ghway out of the sanctuary.”

The editors and Justice Dougl as then hiked
the towpath together. The result was the newspaper's
acknow edgerent that "a parkway would be a rmuch bi gger
undert aki ng than we had supposed.”

A consequent shift in planning and policy

then lead to developing the park as we know it today
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-- a unique stretch of protected |and parallel to the
Potomac River containing the canal, towpath, and a
vari ety of geological and historical riches.

M/ hope is that the Zoning Conm ssion wll
also visit the site in question in order to evaluate
firsthand what would be |lost should it be devel oped in
any way. There nust be a way to just say no, both to
this boathouse proposal and to what would be a
dangerous exanpl e/ precedent of encroachnent upon a
nati onal treasure.

Thank you. Linda Brackett.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Thank you

Just hol d your seat.

Col | eagues, any questions? Conmi ssi oner

Hannahan?

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM Ms. Brackett, |
would think that that's a good idea. | don't think
the Conmm ssioners -- we've all lived in the area and
we are generally famliar. But | think the idea of

visiting the site would be a --
M5. BRACKETT: |'ve been very active --
COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM -- if we could
arrange to do it, it would be a good idea.
MS. BRACKETT: Yes. Wl l, M. Hannaham

|"ve been active and involved in the proposed |and
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swap for the Casey Mansion Foundation, and we've had
sone publicity, and so forth, and invited people to
cone to look at the sites involved. And we have found
that this adds a di nension.

You know, no matter what the conclusion
is, or the inpression, it adds a very inportant

di rension to the thinking of the people who visit.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM | agree. Let's
see if maybe -- maybe we can work out sonething.
M5. BRACKETT: | hope so.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Thanks.

M5. BRACKETT: You're wel cone.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Let nme just say
|'mglad that my coll eague brought it up first. | was
thinking that that was a good idea, too, but there are
sone reqgulations there, and we would have to
definitely check with corporation counsel --

(Laughter.)

-- to nmake sure, but | was thinking the
sane thing. I'm just glad that you brought it up
first.

M5. BRACKETT: It's public Iand.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOOD: It is, yes. Ve
woul d have to do it together, |I'msure, but we want to
make sure we are perfectly legal. W don't want to do
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anything illegal to where all of us have to becone
exenpt .

MR BASTI DA: M. Chairman, you can do
that. But in order to do that, you have to convoke a
neeting out there, and you have to have the
participation of all of the individuals -- the
appl i cant, the proponents, and the opponents.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Can we put that
dowmn as a possibility? W wll check with corp
counsel and talk to the chair.

MR BASTIDA: R ght.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: | think that woul d

be good --

MR BASTI DA: Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: -- to do, and
hopefully we'll do it on a cool evening or a cool day.

Let nme just say, Ms. Carver, you nentioned
that the boathouse would basically just redirect or
put your training and what you're doing in a different
direction. Can you expand a little -- let nme fully
understand. | see your testinony here where it's nore
like interfering with what you're |earning now But
how would it exactly fully inpact you? |Is it because
now you have to share roon? O explain that to ne.

M5. CARVER Wll, basically, we just --
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you know, when we push off the dock, normally we just
paddl e straight upriver. In this case, we'd have to
change our course and get out of the way and dodge the
boats, and, you know, it would just be a hassle to
avoi d them and their docks.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay. Ckay. I

can appreciate your testinony. It's always good to
see young people conme down and testify. But | can
tell you that possibly -- let ne just ask you this

i nformal questi on. Wiat if we have sone traffic now
-- and, again, that's why the site visit is going to
do well. | don't get over there every day, like I
said previously. But what if we come up wth sone

traffi c managenent ?

M5. CARVER Vell, it's not necessarily
the way they -- | mean, just the dock is right there.
So no matter which way you turn -- you could go

straight out towards the shore of Virginia, and you'd
still be crossing through our racecourse. |It's not a
matter of which way you turn. It's --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

M5. CARVER -- it's right there.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Your comments are
in line wwth a previous witness, and we take note of
it.
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Any other questions, colleagues? Just
stay seated for a nonent, please.

Any cross exam nation from the applicant?
None.

M. Starrels? ANC is not here. M.
Schuete? None. M. Mpsig? M. Brooks? None.

Thank you all for your testinony.

M. Bastida, | would encourage us to | ook
into that and nmake sure we are within the legal realm
to do that.

MR BASTI DA If you do it as | have
stated, yes, it's legal.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MR BASTI DA: But everybody has to be
there or give everybody the opportunity to do so.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Next, we're
noving right along with our list -- M. James Super?
Not here. M. Matthew Burtl ess. Hopefully | didn't
destroy your nane. Sam R tchie, M. Sam R tchie. M.
Dave Fol ey. Dd | ness his nanme up? | see a few
people laughing, so -- is M. Foley in the house?
kay. M. Brent Goo? I'msorry -- Ms. Goo. And M.
John Goodr ow.

M. -- | believe it's -- I'm sorry.
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Burtl ess. Ckay. You can begin, M. Burtless. Turn
your m crophone on, please, and if you can identify
yoursel f and your address.

MR BURTLESS: Mat t hew Burtl ess,
710 Tinber Branch Drive, Al exandria, Virginia.

CGood eveni ng, Chairnman, conmttee nenbers.

M/ name is Matthew Burtless, and | have been a
paddl er -- a junior team nenber for seven years. The
question | bring before you tonight is one of
pl acenent -- nanely, that of the proposed row ng cl ub.

Wiy has Ceorgetown chosen the placenent it has for

its row ng club?

To keep an aesthetic Iline wth the
university? Wll, 1've been trying to keep track of
their reasons, and the negatives still seem to
outwei gh the positives. For one, if built on the

proposed site, ecological concerns abound.

Wile it is true that it 1is nearly
i npossible to construct a building without affecting
the surrounding environment in sone way, building in
the wetlands of a national park seens to introduce
nore trouble than it is worth.

Al so, transportation becones a problem
No cars or buses will be allowed to be reach the site,

and a narrow road over which all the fuel needed for
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the boats, as well as everything else required by the
club, makes ne a bit suspicious. Fl anmabl e |i qui ds
bei ng taken back and forth on small roads behind an
all -wooden boathouse seens to be a recipe for
di saster.

This, of course, brings the issue of
cutting the historical Oescent Trail at its base,
di srupting a | andmark whi ch has served the surrounding
community for vyears. O course, the nuch-debated
issue of river traffic flow and the WCC racecourse is
al so introduced by building on the site.

Hydraulics is also changed by building
this boat house. The negative effects of the hydrol ogy
on the WCC would be potentially fatal. Wth all of
these cons in mnd, | inplore the conmttee to
consider noving the site for this boathouse downstream
to the old location of Denpsey's Boat house.

This site would not affect the hydrol ogy
of any building already standing. It is directly next
to the stairs which students would take from the
school to the club, and does not affect the
transportation by road in the least. Furthernore, it
does not hurt river traffic or cut into the WXC
racecour se.

To ne, the choice seens clear. | can only
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hope that this commttee will see it just as clearly
as | do.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.

Next ?

MR R TCH E: My name is Sam Ritchie. I
l[ive at 1502 Stonewall Road in Al exandria, Virginia.
|'ve been paddling at the Washington Canoe Cub for
around seven years, which is alnost half of ny life.
| began at age nine and turned 16 yesterday.

Seven nationals |'ve attended in these
seven years, and seven nationals |'ve conpeted in. In
the past three years |'ve watched our program grow by
| eaps and bounds. Many new Kkids have joined our
ranks. It's a beautiful thing being able to watch
that which we built up over tinme at the WCC and to
share this with these new paddlers -- to watch them
grow and devel op around this core of all of our lives.

Every day | see nenbers of all ages
hel ping each other out, with friendships building up
between old and young alike. It's inpossible to
enphasi ze enough the confidence and desire to succeed
this brings the younger paddl ers.

And not just this -- these kids are good

-- our program holds the seeds of future national,
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worl d, even dynpic chanpions of our sport, as we have
shown and proved tinme and time again over the |ong
years.

By obstructing our racecourse, and quite
literally endangering the Ilives of nmany of these
paddl ers, Georgetown would be denying our team
opportunity to grow and to devel op. Aesthetics aren't
everything, and | feel that negation of this basis of
many lives -- the sports of sprint kayak and canoe --
purely because Georgetown refuses to conprom se on
| ocation is |udicrous.

I beg the commttee and Ceorgetown
University to consider noving the location of the
proposed structure downstream of the Washi ngton Canoe
Club, decreasing nyriad safety risks which already
exist on the river and mnimzing traffic on an
al ready crowded wat er way.

Thank you very much

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Ms. (Goo?

M5. GOO M nane is Brent Goo. | live at
1915 23rd Street, N W My testinony addresses ny
concerns as one who wal ks and bicycles on the Potonac
Crescent Trail and the C&O towpath and enjoys access
to the river by a canoe kept at the Washi ngton Canoe

d ub.
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| do not paddle conpetitively. | do row
out of Thonpson's Boathouse occasionally. I"ve had
the opportunity to observe the usage and traffic in
the area for many years at different tines of day and
t he week.

On weekends, the waterfront area from
Thonpson' s Boat house to the Washington Canoe Cub is
al ways crowded. Wen regattas are held, traffic is
quite snarled by trailers |oaded with eight-man shells
making their way off the George Washington Parkway
into the narrow confines of the waterfront.

Regattas are held on weekends, and
nuner ous school s conpete, resulting in many long craft
entering a congested area as nany -- as well as many
cars seeki ng parking.

CGeorgetown University's Boathouse has no
provision for parking, and it seens no one has
addressed even a place to turn around or unload.
Wiere will the trailers unload the visiting school's
eights? WII crews unload their shells far away and
wal k their very fragile boats to the GCeorgetown boat
dock? What if sonmeone |eaves his car or truck for
just a nmonment in the |loading area? Wose job will it
be to police this area?

The space behind the Washington Canoe
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G ub, where the GCescent Trail 1is accessed from
Ceorgetown, is very narrow and not capable of nmuch
wi deni ng. Georgetown will need to have the boat
club's garbage renoved, its rowing tanks serviced,
food catered for events, repairnen provided access,
students and fans bussed in.

What will happen to the throng of users of
the Crescent Trail on a beautiful Saturday norning
when all of Washington seens to be out walKking,
roll erblading, and biking, and it's regatta day, too,
with long eights com ng down the already crowded path?

It can't be in the public's interest to
have the kind of foot and vehicular traffic that wll
result. Regardless of the many years of effort spent
arriving at a plan for the Georgetown Waterfront Park,
t hose pl anners have surely not been given enough facts
or they would realize the traffic headaches the
Ceorgetown  Boat house will cause and oppose it
vi gor ousl y.

The Potomac R verfront <can provide a
better location for these long, unw eldy boats than at
the narrowest end of K Street requiring transit
t hrough the overcrowded streets of Georgetown to reach
it.

Pl ease don't allow this zoning request to
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be approved. We will all suffer if it is.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Thank you, M.

Goo.

M. Goodrow?

MR GOODROWN |'m John CGoodrow. | live at
906 Turkey Run Road, MLean, Virginia. | am the

current president of Friends of the Wshington Canoe
Cub. I1'dlike to bring up the follow ng points.

There appears to be sone confusion about
the location of the site to be zoned. The hearing
notice nerely identifies the site as 102-114. The
notice is not posted on the site but is posted on a
t el ephone pole |ocated about 400 feet from the site,
and is adjacent to a site east of the Washi ngton Canoe
d ub.

One woman thought that the notice was

identifying the site east of the Washi ngton Canoe O ub

as the site to be zoned. In an article in the
Ceorgetown Current, it was stated that the site was
also located east of the Washington Canoe d ub. | f

the notice was posted properly on the site, nore park

users mght be in opposition to the zoning petition.
Wiere is tract 102-114? |Is it part of the

D.C. records? The requested area to be zoned for the

boat house has grown from 1,000 feet upriver from Key
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Bri dge to now about 1,250 feet above Key Bri dge.

The Commi ssion's st at enent t hat
mai ntai ning the site as unzoned is not an appropriate
| egal option is disconcerting. Wen the site is given
a zoning classification, privatization of park |and
naturally occurs. Wen park land is given to private
interests, the people of the District |ose.

The national parks |and swap woul d viol ate
the public trust. The Park Service should not give
land to private interests, especially when the |and
was taken by em nent domain from private | andowners.

Taxpayers once owned the |and now owned by

@QJ and the site 102-114. It was taken from the
taxpayer by the railroad to build a rail line for the
public good. Wen the railroad stopped using the

line, the line was sold, not to the taxpayers that
lost the land but to a holder for the USA in 1989, and
the remaining portion was later gifted by the CSX to
@J in 1989.

The National Park Service |and swap is not
in the interest of the public, of this nation, or the
District. The public |oses. The |and which was taken
from the taxpayer by emnent donmain nust not be put
into private holding. The swap of park land has no

denonstrable benefit to the D strict of Colunbia.
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There will be 10 tines nore District park users than
Ceorgetown boaters affected by your decision here.

To sum up, in the words of Stewart Udell,
the Secretary of Interior under Kennedy and Johnson's
admnistration, in an article on the land swap on the
Crystal River in Mchigan, "This is an attenpt to set
a bad policy that is not in the national interest.”

In the sane article, the M chigan
Denocratic Congressnan Bart Stupak said -- who stopped
the swap stated, "I think it is wong to take |and
held by the National Park Service and give it to a
private devel oper."

In  concl usion, I think we need an
envi ronnental assessnment and an environnental inpact
statenment on the proposed site.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Thank you, M.
Goodr ow.

M. Bastida -- M. Goodrow, did you pass
in your --

MR GOODROW  Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  -- testinony?

MR GOCDRON | did. And | passed in sone
photos of the notice that was on the tel ephone pole

and a shot of the Potomac R ver.
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VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HCOCD: M. Bastida, do we

have that, or do we have copies? O do you only have
one copy?

MR BASTIDA: W only have one copy. W
will provide you with --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: |'m sure that the
applicant heard that there were sone questions. To
make sure that the record is conplete, there were sone
guestions | think that M. Goodrow brought up that I
would like to have answered. So |I'm sure that the
Park Service in their rebuttal, or the applicant in
their rebuttal, can answer those. But | would like to
see his testinony. Make sure that | have a copy, so |
can study it.

MR BASTIDA: If you want, | can make --

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD: W can do it -- as
long as -- nmake sure that ny coll eagues and | have his
t esti nony.

MR, BASTI DA: kay. Sure.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOOD: Okay. Any
guestions, gentlenen? Colleagues, any questions? No
guesti ons.

Any cross exam nation by the applicant? |
shoul d have this down by heart by now M. Starrels

is not here. M . Schuet e?
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MR SCHUETE: No, sir. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: M. Mopsi g?
MR MOPSIG No, thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M. Br ooks?
MR BROCKS: No.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Thank you

all for your testinony.

Qur next panel will be M. Paul Pollinger.
PARTI CI PANT: He has al ready spoken.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Oh, he has? He is

signed up tw ce. | believe this is either John Helm

or Shane Helm Last nanme is Heln? Ckay.

And I'"'mgoing to run back over the list in

a m nute. Susan Johnst on? And let ne start back

over.

M. Jonathan West? M. Wst, cone forward.

And Faith Wheeler. Faith Weeler? kay.

ask that

W're going to start with M. Helm and |

you go in the order in which |I called your

nane. M. Helm you may begin.

MR HELM  Yes.

VICE CHAIRPERSON  HOOD. Turn your

m cr ophone on.

Hel m [

MR HELM Ch, excuse ne. M nane is John

"m from Bet hesda, Maryland. And |I'm a nenber

of the Canoe dub, and ny son was actually a paddler

(202) 234-4433
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at the Canoe d ub a nunber of years ago now.

| want to speak to three things in the
three mnutes that we have tonight. he is the
hi story of the park. | have found a book, which I
have copied a couple sections of it, put out by the
Park Service on the C& ) Canal, the nmaking of a park.
| commend it to you. I want to just highlight a
couple of things contained therein, which I think are
relevant to consideration of this site. And | oppose
the location of this boathouse that Georgetown
Uni versity has proposed.

Though the canal was still in comercia
use when the McMIlan Comm ssion did a study in 1901
it noted that it viewed the canal as a picturesque
recreational anenity. The beauty, the scenery along
the route of this proposed noble riverside inprovenent
is so rare and of so great value not only to all
WAshi ngtonians but to all visitors that it should be
saf eguarded in every way.

No building should be allowed between the
drives and the river, and no change should cone to
pass in the character of the canal that will tend to
transformits primtive character and quai nt beauty.

That sanme history concludes that the great

majority of visitors who cone to the canal park cone
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for less than a day at a tine to walk, cycle, fish,
boat, or canoe, watch birds, and otherw se enjoy small
segnents of the park.

Al of them from the casual day tripper
to the full length tranper, are beneficiaries of an
extraordinary public commtment to preserve 184 mles
of canal and riverfront in largely undevel oped
condition -- the 184 mles of which begin where
CGeorget own University proposes to build a boat house.

Second, | want to speak to the history of

the Canoe Cub, and | have submtted to you tonight a

history of that club -- a club which is quite
extraordi nary when you read about it. It is a club
that is made of, in a sense, the sweat equity of its

menbers for the better part of 100 years and has
wi thstood incredible challenges from the power of the
river.

And lastly, given the lack of tinme that
remains, |'d like to at |least present to you sone
denonstration, both -- first of the history of the
club, just to give you sone denonstration -- and it's
included in the packages being distributed -- and M.
Wl chman i's testifying t oni ght t hr ough t hese
phot ogr aphs, which she has provided; secondly, of the

power of the river, both in flood tine -- this was in
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96 -- and in ice flows a nunber of years ago.

It is a critical consideration that | have
asked GCeorgetown, when it has nade presentations
before, if they had done any hydrol ogi c studies of the
i npact of this boathouse that they're presenting as to
its inmpact on the Canoe Club. They at the time denied
that they had done any such studies.

| don't think they can predict what inpact
a flood like this would have on the Canoe C ub and the
historic nature of the club, and it would be a shane
to sacrifice this historic club to this nonstrous
buil ding, no nmatter how beautiful it mght be --

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD: M. Hel n®?

MR HELM -- in terns of its architectural
desi gn.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. Thank you

Next? Ms. Johnston?

M5. JOHNSTON: My name is Susan Johnston

Il live at 4621 North 37th Street in Arlington
Vi rgini a.

M/ connection with WCC goes only about 12
years back. M/ son, then 11 years old, joined the
sunmer paddling canp and took me out on kayak
adventures on the Potonac. Then, ny husband and |

joined the Washington Canoe Cub to learn to paddle
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flatwater racing kayaks, and we've gone on to race in
the masters class in the U S. and Canada.

Qur son outgrew the summer canp and went
on to summer racing and training at the dynpic
Training Center in Lake Placid, New York. When the
children's sumer paddling canp was not offered for a
few years, | helped to start it up again, renenbering
how much our son had enjoyed it.

| directed the canp for five years. I
held the position of commobdore at the Canoe O ub for
three years, being involved with the training program
and acquiring boats for people to |l earn sprint racing.

In ny experience with the sumer canp and
the training of new paddlers, nuch of what we do
depends on suitable water conditions, the absence of
speedboat wakes, and water traffic in the area
upstream of our dock. Qur sport is called flatwater
sprint racing. The racing boats are narrow and
unstable, as keeping your balance is part of the
chal l enge of the light, fast boats.

Rowers across the river, wth their
acconpanyi ng | aunches, produce wakes but ones that we
can deal with. Launches and rowi ng shells starting 25
yards from our dock nmake wvirtually inpossible

condi tions for beginning and internedi ate paddl ers.
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W have paddlers in a range of ages from
just turned to 10 to 83 years old. Al t hough Coach
Johnson assures us that the rowers' Jlanes wll be
structured to give us access to the |lanes we nust use
to reach the upriver area, this seens inpossible given
the proximty of wakes from shells and |aunches from
t he proposed facility.

In conclusion, I'd like to respond to the

testinony of four previous w tnesses. M. Mers said,

"No one will be denied any form of access as a result
of the GCeorgetown University Boathouse." Washi ngt on
Canoe Club will be denied access to racing |anes due

to the protrusion of the Georgetown docks.

M. ODonnell said, "This is one of the
| east intrusive of watersports.” Because of the sheer
nunber of rowers and their notor |aunches above Key
Bridge, the sport has becone intrusive.

Ms. Conradi said, "Washington Canoe d ub
training lanes wll not be affected, because
CGeorgetown University crews cone at 6:00 a.m when
paddlers aren't on the water." Vell, it seens
unrealistic to expect that Georgetown crews would be
on the water only at 6:00 a.m Qur teans also train
early in the day because of the summer heat, so it's

very likely that canoes and kayaks will be out at the
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sane tinme in the nonths of My through Cctober.
Therefore, WCC training will be affected.

M. Alen said, "The dock doesn't get in
the way of other river users.” Well, a dock extending
70 feet into the river with permanent pilings does,

i ndeed, block the lanes that WXC has used for 100

years. Per manent dock structures, unlike the docks
that we have that are renoved, wll cause silting in
t he area.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Thank vyou, M.
Johnst on.

M. West?

MR VEST: M nane is Jonathan West, and |
live at 6622 32nd Street in Northwest, Wshington,
D. C And 1'd like to start by saying that | was a
high school rower here in Washington, and | used
Thonpson's Boat house, which is owned by the Park
Servi ce.

And | loved rowing in high school, but I'm
also very famliar with the extrenme congestion that
takes place at the boathouse on any given weekend
throughout the fall and spring when school is in
session. And |I'm skeptical of whether the area around
Key Bridge, as it is now, can take that nuch traffic.

And also, 1'd like to speak on behalf of the people
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who use the Capital Crescent Trail as inline skaters
and cyclists and joggers.

And | don't use the Capital Crescent Trail
that often, but |'ve been there on two occasions where
anbul ances have had to take away cyclists who have
been hit by vehicles in that area. And it's a very
confusing area, because cars conme down K Street, and
they aren't aware that K Street and where it turns
into Water Street doesn't lead them up to Key Bridge
or anywhere. And they cone to that dead end, and they
turn around.

But the way that they turn around no one
can really tell if they're on a bicycle or inline
skates, because there isn't a traffic pattern. So
sone people mght begin their turn by backing up.
Sone people mght begin their turn by making a U-turn
forward. And | guess the cyclists and inline skaters
and the drivers try to assune what the other person is
going to do, but a lot of times they get it wong and
there are accidents.

And | don't know the statistics or if
anybody has |ooked at this, about how many injuries
take place in that area, but | think it mght be
negligent or reckless for Georgetown to go ahead with

the building of their boathouse, which will bring a
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lot of traffic to the area, both during construction
and when it's finally conpleted, wthout first

studying the traffic pattern or establishing a traffic

pat tern.

And on the other hand, | do want to say
that if the National Park Service -- all of these
factors into account, if they make parking for this

boat house, which | believe it does need, in the area
with the parking lot they propose to build, and
establish a turnaround where cyclists and cars wll
know what one another is doing, this could all be
resol ved.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: (kay. Thank you
M. West.

Ms. Weel er?

M5. WHEELER  Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Can your turn your
m cr ophone on?

M5. WHEELER: M. Chair Anthony Hood,
other Comm ssioners, thank you for holding this
heari ng. I'"'m Faith Weel er. Il live at 818 Wittier
Pl ace, N.W, Washington, D.C

| first canme to Washington in 1962 and was

i medi ately struck by the extended park |and, both
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wild and mani cured, through this capital city. It was
definitely one of the factors that convinced nme to
live here in the city rather than its environs.

The proposal of Georgetown University to
build a |arge boathouse on what has been public park
land is deeply disturbing. The C&) National H storic
Park was established 30 years ago for public use and
to preserve the national character of the park |and.

The space requirenents of Georgetown's
proposed boathouse are sinply not consistent wth
either objective at the location in question at the
head of the canal wal kway and Capital Crescent Trail.

Georgetown University, which is one of ny
alma maters, professes to instill societal values in
its students. Georgetown's corporate behavi or shoul d
be a shining exanple of finding a win-win solution
that wll accommobdate the public interest while
neeting its own needs, and certainly is capable of
doi ng so.

Virginia Governor Mark Warner, in his
address during the George Washington University
graduation cerenmonies on My 18, advised their
graduates, "Wwen you have the chance to get ahead at
the expense of others, | hope you will respect the

community.” He went on to say, "It won't be easy, but
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the country needs these val ues now nore than ever."

M. Chair, | urge the Zoning Conmm ssion to
not allow Georgetown University to get ahead at the
expense of others. This means that they should not
use what is nmeant to be public park land for their
private use. | further urge you to encourage themto
explore the proposal to build their boathouse at the
site downstream which has been presented as an
acceptabl e alternative.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOOD: Thank you, M.
Wheel er.

Col | eagues, any questions for this panel?
No questions?

Any cross exam nation from the applicant?
The ANC? M. Starrels is not here. M. Schuete?

MR SCHUETE: No, sir. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: M. Mopsig?

MR MOPSIG No, thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M. Br ooks?

Let nme just ask -- | think it was you, M.
West -- let nme just ask you a question. If the
boat house was reduced in scale -- obviously, there is

a traffic problem as far as the water is concerned

that exists now. If the scale of the boathouse was
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reduced -- | nean, Ceorgetown is already down there
now, am | correct? They' re already down there using
the water now, right?

MR WEST: At Thonpson's Boat house.

VICE CHAI RPERSON  HOOD. Ri ght, at
Thonpson's. (Ckay. So there's obviously a pattern of
-- there's sonme traffic as you said in your testinony.
Notwi thstanding the turn and getting from the |and,
but there's a traffic issue already in the water out
there right now, aml correct?

MR VEST: |I'mnot speaking to the traffic

pattern on the water.

VICE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: (h, you're
speaking to traffic in -- okay.
MR WEST: I"m speaking of the traffic

going on the dead end of K Street, which is Wter
Street. And right now it's a dead end street, and
it's unresolved. There's not a proper turnaround at
the end, and the Capital Oescent Trail cones right
into the area that people turn their cars around on.
And there's also a stretch, maybe a quarter mle,
where people often make U-turns without warning, into
the path of cyclists comng -- and others com ng out
of the Capital Crescent Trail.

And | think it's a dangerous situation as
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it is now, but the Capital Cescent Trail really
hasn't been around for that |ong. And the usage of
the trail has been increasing for years. And as that

area of Ceorgetown is revitalized, there is nore and

nore traffic in that area. So it has becone nore
danger ous.

VICE CHAI RPERSON  HOOD: That' s on
K Street?

MR WEST: Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. All right.
Any ot her questions?

MR HELM M. Hood, could I respond to
your question --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  Sure.

MR HELM -- as to traffic patterns on
the river for recreational canoers?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Sure. (Go ahead.

MR HELM Currently, the crew boats
com ng out of Thonpson's, or even Potonac, are com ng
out of -- comng out and entering |anes below the
Washi ngton Canoe Cub. And for that matter, it's nore
or less below Jack's Boathouse, where recreational
canoers and kayakers are able -- |I'm not speaki ng now
as to those who are the true athletes, the Q ynpians

that we tal ked about earlier at the club, but those of
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us who enjoy getting out on the river a couple tinmes a
nont h and enj oyi ng the beauty of that.

And they can rent canoes and kayaks at
Jack's, they can rent them up at Fletcher's, and they
can rent them at the Canoe C ub. W all follow that
shorel i ne. In fact, those of us who are true
recreational canoers and kayakers kind of hug that
shoreline, and the CGeorgetown docks and the Georget own
crew wi |l be upstream from both of these |ocations.

They will be putting their docks out into
that shoreline that we hug for security, to a certain
extent, and al so because we enjoy that shoreline. And
their crews will also be in that area where we have
found a certain degree of security in paddling and
also joy in the scenery.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. Thank you.

Any ot her questions for this panel? Ckay.

I"d like to thank you for your testinony.

CGoing back over ny list -- Thomas West,
last call. Herb How M. Herb How? Paige Bayno or
Bayne? Carolyn Browseos? Bill Dugan? John Liddener?

Pat Herring or Pat Henry? Herring? Pat Herring?
M5. HERRING Yes. | testified last tine.
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Ckay. Thank you.

Herring? Ckay. Thank you. Let the record reflect
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she testified |last tine.

Cay. That's all | have of persons in
opposition. Let ne do this. |Is there anyone here who
would like to testify in opposition? Let nme see by a
show of hands.

Ckay. |If you have sonmething new to add --
again, if you have sonmething new to add that has not
al ready been said by those in opposition, please cone
to the table. But if you just -- let nme just get a
feel for -- those who are here that are in opposition
of this proposal, just do me a favor and pl ease stand.

Even if you testified or have not testified, those in
opposi tion pl ease stand.

Cay. You may be seated. It looks like
t hey' ve gai ned sone support since we've been here.

Let nme just say, those who |'m just
calling on who have not signed in, if you have

sonething new to offer to the Conmm ssion of your --

from your opposition, please cone to the table. | f
not, I will ask that you submt it to us in witing
W will review everything that is submtted for the

record, so we can nake informed and intelligent
deci sions -- believe ne.
So I would like for four people to cone.

Talk into the m crophone.
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PARTI Cl PANT: May | reserve a spot here

for M. Rhodes, who is in the back?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: That's fine.
kay. So we have four.

PARTI Cl PANT:  Thank you very nuch.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  And | see we have
-- how many nore do we have left? W have about three
nore, and we're going to cut it off at that. Ckay.
Those that don't have a seat, just wait. "1l have
anot her group cone up.

|'m going to ask that we begin. I woul d
like to start fromny right to ny left. And | think
each -- everyone here will get three mnutes, because
they are representing thenselves, | believe. I f not
-- okay. Wen we get to you, just let us know.  You
may begin, sir.

MR RHODES: |'d like to speak in favor of
the oarsnen. |'ma former oarsman, but |'m opposed to
where they want to put the boathouse. One tine --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Coul d you give us
your nane and where you live first, and then you can
proceed with your testinony.

MR RHODES: M/ hearing aid battery is
goi ng dead on ne.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ch, |'msorry.
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(Laughter.)

MR RHODES: | don't know sign | anguage.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Neither do I, so
we have a problemhere. |If you could relay it to him
and -- if we can stop the clock.

MR RHCDES: I'm sorry to cause a
di st ur bance.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: That's fine.

That's fine. No disturbance.

MR RHODES: | live in Mryland, Burwn
Hei ght s. M/ nane is WIliam J. ["m known as Dusty
Rhodes, past president of the Wshington Canoe J ub,
past commodore of the American Canoe Associ ation, past
vice commodore of the President's Cup Regatta, and |
hel ped Sutton Jett and Harry Thonpson when they were
in charge of the parks.

| joined Potomac Boat Cub because |
wanted to row. | rowed for several years, but we
didn't have enough regattas, not enough conpetition.
Used to have to row all the way down to Alexandria to
row agai nst A d Dom ni on.

Ve had a couple of regattas in
Phi | adel phi a. Incidentally, they have a wonderful
program i n Phil adel phia where Mayor Kelly arranged the

boat houses with the Park Service, and he used to get
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the river dredged -- the Schuykill -- so we could row
on it.

| think eventually if they put this
CGeorgetown C ub where they want to put it, sonebody is
going to have to dredge that river. The water is too
shall ow on the D.C. side of the Three Sisters.

Wien | was in Potormac Boat O ub, we used
to usually -- we'd take the Ei ght boat down to Haines

Point and back, sonetines only to the 14th Street

Bridge. | took ny Sengle Scal, which |I've sold now, |
used to row that. |'d take the Scal up on the
Virginia side where the deep water is. It's a great

pl ace for row ng

| don't think any oarsnen that | rowed
with in those days under GCoach H ckcox would have
liked the position where GCeorgetown wants to be.
Denpsey's forner place, the house that burned down, is
in an ideal place.

And Sutton Jett at that tine, during ny
tine at least, he was in favor of putting a ranmp down
there after Denpsey's burned down to have access for
boats and canoeists from the public. That never went
t hrough; | don't know why.

This isn't the first time that the

Washi ngton Canoe Cub has been in danger of noving.
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Wien they built the road that goes over Key Bridge

now, the extension of K Street, they were thinking of
building a bridge across to Three Sisters. And the
Park Service wanted to save our club, and Harry
Thonpson told nme, he says, "Dusty, if they're going to
build that bridge across to Three Sisters, |'m going
to help you nove the Washington Canoe Cub over to
Roosevel t |sland."

Now, if they could have put our club at
Roosevelt Island, why can't they put Georgetown there?

They coul d either put CGeorgetown on Roosevelt 1sland,
or they could put it in Denpsey's old place.

Now, |I'm favor of row ng, believe ne. AT
one time | was honorary nenber of the Malta Boat O ub
i n Phil adel phi a. They' ve got four boathouses there.
It's an ideal arrangenment. The canoei sts noved up to
Wor sahaken up above Fairnont ParKk.

After | stopped rowing, | still used to go
down to the Malta dub, and | hung around and | hel ped
with the marathons that they ran around Fairnont Park
every Thanksgi vi ng.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCOD: M. Rhodes, |I'm
going to give you --

MR RHCDES: W had a wonderful --

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD:  I'Il give you a
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little nore tinme than everyone else, especially wth

what we had happening first. W appreciate that
hi story | esson. I"m going to ask that you concl ude.
If you haven't already concluded, |1'm going to ask

that you conclude now, so we can proceed. But we've
heard your testinony --

MR RHODES: Well, I think -- | don't know
if 1've hel ped any, but --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: I think you have.
The history lesson -- just Kkeep your seat for a
nonent. W may have sone questions for you.

Next ?

And let nme just add, because you weren't
on the list that | have, it's going to be a necessity
that you nmake sure that you turn in those two cards.

You are taken care of, M. Rhodes. You
are taken care of.

Next? And | think this gentleman is --
can you first tell nme what group you're representing?

MR LOGAN I["m Matthew Logan, the
presi dent of the Potomac Conservancy.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MR LOGAN. And |I've provided --

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MR LOGAN. -- the cards.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Thank you.

MR LOGAN: I'"'m here to elaborate on the
testinony that was submtted by ny colleague at the

| ast heari ng.

Potonmac  Conservancy's mssion is to
protect lands vital to the health, beauty, and
enjoynment of the Potonmac R ver. GCenerally, it is not
too difficult to balance. In this <case, the

Geor get own Boat house, we have found the exception to
that rule.

Qur board and staff, consisting of
| awyers, planners, |andscape architects, architects,
ecol ogi sts, and paddlers, |ooked at two factors as we
considered this project. First, the wonderful benefit
of having greater recreational access of this type on
the Potomac River. There is absolutely no question
D. C. needs nore boat houses.

The second factor is the sensitive
|ocation of the proposed boathouse. Thanks to
National Park Service primarily, this section of river
is wdely considered the wldest stretch of urban
river anywhere in the world. No other city has a
river |andscape like the District of Col unbia.

Based upon the nom nation of the Potonac

Conservancy this year, the national or gani zati on
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Scenic America named this stretch of river one of ten
U.S. last chance | andscapes. That was based upon not
only the beauty of the |andscape, but the threats
facing it. In short, this stretch of river is a
| andscape of enornous national significance.

This site in particular, because it
provides the furthest upstream point of devel opnent
before you enter the natural Potomac Corge, is
particularly sensitive. It's the transitional nature
of this site that enhances the sensitivity to which it
nmust be developed if it is going to be devel oped.

Wth this in mnd, and after |engthy and
often contentious debate, consideration, including
ext ensive discussions with both parties on both sides
of this issue, it was the consensus of our board and
staff that as «currently designed the Georgetown
Boat house should be designed wth the follow ng
principles in mnd.

And |I'm referring back to ny testinony
from-- that was submtted at the last hearing. The
boat house needs to be reduced in scale, so that it is
appropriate to the site and harnonious wth the
nat ural surroundi ngs.

That can be acconplished by reducing or

elimnating non-river-dependent functions from the
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boat house and incorporating a visual cue that wll
definitely mark the upstream end of devel opnent al ong
the Georgetown waterfront. And by that we nean al nost
turning the shoulder on that structure, so that
soneone who is visiting -- it does not appear that it
is the next thing comng up the waterfront -- you
know, a developed stretch all the way to Fletcher's
Boat house. Instead, it clearly will mark for the eye
that that is the end of Georgetown.

Second, we'd like to have the scenic and
environnental disturbance to the shoreline mtigated
with rain gardens, native trees, and vegetation, and
other stormmater filtration techniques to soften the
environnental blow to the site, and also incorporate a
public use aspect to the project.

That concl udes ny testinony.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.

Next ?

MR VEI NER My nane is David Winer,
5927 Onondaga Road in Bet hesda, Maryl and.

It is astonishing that organizations that
are the stewards of the land proposed for a private
boat house would consider placing it on public park
| and. It is even nore astonishing that the proposed

project is so invasive and ill-suited for this
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particul ar piece of |and.

The users of the downtown Potomac, the
Capital Crescent Trail, and the C&  Canal are going to
be shocked and di smayed by this project once its size
and | ocation becone known. | have | ooked for evidence
of the plan in the newspapers and on television, but
have not found anything to date.

I'm remnded of the once-started bridge
that was to cross the river at Three Sister |slands
just above this disputed boat house property. Sonehow
citizen involvenent got that ill-founded schene
cancel ed, even after the iron work was started.

The scal e of the proposed boathouse is far
too enornmous to be placed in such a promnent and
hi ghly used public property. This is not a typica
boat house, but, rather, a palace of a boathouse. Wat
dreans of grandeur have caused the wuniversity to
devot e such resources to a mnor sport?

| f a boat house should be built along this
stretch of river, it should be in scale with other
facilities, and especially it does not need to be
pl aced on undevel oped park land. There is sinply not
enough space on and beside the trail to incorporate
t he roadway necessary to service this facility.

VWhere will the trucks, trailers, buses,
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and autos go when the facility is used for races and
soci al events? The canal is perched i mediately above
the trail on an alnost vertical enbanknent. No room
for a roadway there. Between the trail and the river
where the boathouse is planned, there is no room for
such a large structure and its associated | oading
spaces for all of the vehicles that would be com ng
and goi ng and, yes, parking illegally.

This fiscal situation would inevitably
cause the trail wusers to have to share this |[ast
section of the trail with these inconpatible vehicles.

Wiy should the public have to endure this inpact at
all, much less when there is space for a boathouse
just downstream the site of the old Denpsey
Boat house, or el sewhere alongside a public street?

The needs of the public seem to be
understood poorly. This is not a little used piece of
park. The traffic along here is intense at tines, so
much so that the various recreational and comuting
users of the Capital GCescent Trail frequently
interfere with each other. On weekends especially,
there are hoards of hikers, bicyclists, rollerbladers,
dogwal kers, baby strollers, and birdwatchers, who will
l[iterally swarm along the trail from Georgetown to

Bet hesda.
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Furthernmore, this trail 1is part of a
system of trails throughout the nmetropolitan area used
ext ensi vel y. | recently encountered a group of a
dozen cyclists who had come to the area on vacation
all the way from Tennessee to take advantage of our
wonderful trail system

|*ve included sone pictures in ny handout,
and | hope you have that. | don't have any fancy
graphi cs to show you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: (Ckay. Thank you.

Next ?

MR WESTGATE: M/ nane is Bob Westgate.
have been a D.C. resident since 1965, and now |ive at
1425 17th Street, N W I've been a nenber of the
Washi ngton Canoe Cub for nore than 35 years, and |I'm
aretired journalist.

|"ve listened to several evenings of
testinony by the supporters of the enornmous new
Ceorgetown University Boathouse, just upstream from
t he Washi ngton Canoe O ub, and am very concerned about
the followng issues that | don't believe were covered
adequat el y.

River flow -- the Corps of Engineers
hasn't made an environnental assessnent study of the

possible effects that the T-shaped boathouse dock
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m ght have on the river flow. As designed, it juts
out 70 feet into the river and runs 240 feet parallel
to the bank. Boats headed upstream from the
Washi ngton Canoe O ub would be forced out into a nore
rapid river flow to get wupstream along the shore
because of the intrusion of the dock.

If ny nmenory is correct, one of the chief
reasons that a proposed Oyde's Restaurant on a barge
was turned down was because of the effect the barge
m ght have on the normal flow of the river.

C&0 Canal -- it is ludicrous to claimthat
the project won't inpact the canal, its bank, the
Capital Crescent Trail, or the Wshington Canoe C ub
especially during the estimted two-year construction
peri od.

The bank is very tender, isn't |ined
between the canal and the Washington Canoe O ub, and
constantly leaks water into and wunder the club.
Further cutting of the canal bank behind the Canoe
Cub to accommobdate an access road for the Georgetown
Boat house could further weaken the bank, causing it to
collapse, and creating a flood which mght wash out
the trail and push the fragile Canoe O ub Boathouse
into the river.

Parking -- Georgetown and the National
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Park Service haven't adequately addressed the parking
issue. The Crescent Trail has becone so popular with
hi kers, bi kers, rol | erbl aders, and parents wth
strollers, that legal netered parking spaces along
K Street are now filled by 8:00 am weekends.
Wekdays the spots are filled by conmuters.

Car people don't like to walk. They' | |
park anywhere there's an open spot, even if it's
directly in front of a no parking sign. Drivers wll
continue to illegally park and block the Canoe dub
entrance in the turnaround just upstream of the stone
aqueduct and along the access trail, Cescent Trail,
once they enter to nake deliveries or to take boats in

or out on trailers.

Soci al events -- Georgetown clains that no
social function will ever be held in its boathouse,
even after races. Who are they kidding? At |east

renove the kitchen fromthe plans.

Sewer line -- 1've heard no testinony as
to how the sewer line wll be protected during and
after construction. The concrete patio above the

sewer pipe in front of the Canoe ub is only tw to
three inches thick and rests atop the pipe.
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: M. Westgate?

MR WESTGATE: Ckay.
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VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCOD: I can assure that

we have your testinony in hand.
MR WVESTGATE: Yes, sir.
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: W will keep that.
So I"'mgoing to ask you to just end at that point.
Thank you.
Col | eagues, any questions? Any questions

of this panel?

| want to ask the gentleman -- and forgive
me for not witing your name down -- from the Potonac
Preservation, | believe. And your nane is?

MR LOGAN: Matthew Logan.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD: M. Logan.

MR LOGAN: Pot omac Conservancy.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  Ckay. Thank you.

You nentioned about a public use aspect, and | can
assure you that that's something |'ve been thinking
along the lines all the tine. Wat is your ideal of a
public use aspect?

MR LOGAN VW wuld Ilike to see
pedestrians be able to access the entire site as well
as a boat launch for other boaters, maybe along the
lines of that used at Jack's.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Wen you say

"access to the entire site," are you tal king about the

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

114

Georgetown site, if it goes forward?

MR LOGAN: Correct. Correct.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Is that a
-- I"m just asking this, because | don't know I's
that fair, to ask themto do that?

MR LOGAN: Is it fair?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Yes. Is it fair
to ask then?

MR LOGAN It is on National Park Service
| and. | think it's an inportant consideration to --
for the Zoning Conm ssion to think about.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MR LOGAN: Wthin the context of a fully
devel oped Ceorgetown waterfront, | think we have to
consider public and all fornms of recreational access.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MR LOGAN. To the entire waterfront.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: (Ckay. Thank you.

Col | eagues, any other questions for this
panel ?

Cross exam nation fromthe applicant? The
ANC, M. Starrels? Not here. M. Schuete?

MR. SCHUETE: No, thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M. Mbpsi g?

MR MOPSIG No, thank you.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: And M. Brooks?

Ckay. Thank you for your testinony.

Now, | saw three nore people. W' re going
to do an assessnent shortly. | think I saw three nore
peopl e who were comng to testify. | kind of renenber

who those three were, so if you can conme to the table.
| saw three people, and I'm going to ask those three
to cone to the table.

Ckay. This wll end our persons in
opposition. W wll -- let's do an assessnent. M .
Bastida, can | have your attention for a second?
Let's do an assessnent. VW have three parties. I
don't think the ANC -- am | correct, the ANC has
al ready went, right? The ANC has gone?

M5. SCHELI N Yes, the ANC has already

testified.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So we just have
three parties who will be presenting their case. I
think the chair has already -- had put in a sequence,

| believe, am| correct?

M5. SCHELIN.  Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Do we know what
t he sequence was?

M5. SCHELI N: As | wote it down, M.

Schuet e --
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Schuete is first.

M5. SCHELIN. -- M. Mopsig, and then M.
Br ooks.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Let nme just ask,
M. Schuete, if you could speak |oud enough or cone to
the mke, and l|et know about how much tine you'll
need.

MR SCHUETE: | had hoped to use 15
m nutes, sir.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOOD: CGood. |  hope
everybody foll ows your |ead and uses --

MR SCHUETE: That's what it said | was
al | oned.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCOD: Ch, that's what
you were all owned.

(Laughter.)

M5. SCHELI N: Actually, that is what we
gave each of them yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOCD: That's what
they're allowed, 15 m nutes. Good, 1'm glad we had
t hat established early.

(Laughter.)

kay. So, M. Mopsig, 15 mnutes. Wll,
et me just say this, I'mnot going to say 15 m nutes,

because if you need five, fine. | think ny coll eagues
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and I, we get the point. | know I got the point. I
had it a while back. But, you know, we have to do
process.

(Laughter.)

So let ne hear fromthis panel. After we
hear from this panel, we wll take a five-mnute
break. | ask you not to have a congregational party,

because we're going to cone right back to it, so we
can finish tonight.

So let's beginto ny right. Yes, sir.

MR SHANNON: M/ nane is Donald Shannon
| live at 1068 30th Street, NW [|I'm a nenber of the
Canoe Cdub, and |I'm here tonight as an energency
spokesman for the chairman of the C& ) Canal
Commi ssi on, Sheila Wi denfel d.

| called her this afternoon to ask her if
they were presenting anything to you, and she said
"My God, | didn't know the neeting was tonight," and I
said, "Well, it's tonight. And if you have
opposition, they wll certainly want to know " And
she said she has talked informally to nenbers of the
Conmmi ssi on.

| think everyone here is famliar with M.
Wi denfeld and --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOCD: Let ne just
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straighten that up right quick. You said she has
talked informally to nenbers of the Comm ssion. Not
this Conmm ssion. You nean --

MR SHANNON:  No, no.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ch, okay. |
got cha.

MR SHANNON:  The C&0O Canal Commission is
two nenbers from the District of Colunbia, two from
Virginia, two from Maryland, two from West Virginia,
and then presidentially appointed nenbers. And M.
Wi denfeld is the chairman of the Comm ssion now,

| was a nenber of the Commssion in the
early 1980s. The Conmm ssion has a serious interest,
of course, in anything that affects the canal, and she
said that in her -- in a quick survey of nenbers --
they are planning to neet tonmorrow, and she said a
qui ck survey of the nenbers by telephone show that
there is quite a bit of concern about this -- about
anything that will affect the canal berm near this
proposed site of the Georgetown University Boat house.

She said that's an extrenely delicate
ar ea. | think you've had testinmony on that before.
But that's their charge is the C& Canal Conm ssion is
-- that's their business is to watch over the canal

and she said they are very concerned about it.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

119

She wants to get -- they are having a
neeting of the Conm ssion tonorrow, and then she wants
to get their conclusion -- sone kind of a resolution
in to you, and | certainly think you d like to -- you
would like to know what their feeling is on it,
because this is the -- this is the responsible body
for the canal.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Thank you, M.

Shannon.

MR SHANNON.  Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: W will definitely
be | ooking for that. Hopefully you can stick around.
After this is over, we will leave it open for us to

be able to get that response.

Ckay. Next?

MR ROLLINS: |I'mKen Rollins, fornerly of
Brooknont, Maryland, a frequent visitor there. I
divide mnmy time between Brooknont and ny retirenent
hone in Ladysmth, Virginia.

|'ve been involved with the C& Canal for
52 years. | amnot quite a charter nenber of the C&0O
Canal Association, but | walked with Justice Douglas
for 13 of the 17 years to, as he liked to put it, walk
a national park into existence.

| lived for 30 years opposite Lock 6. I
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have traveled the entire length seven tines in

conti nuous hikes, and many tines over in segnments. |

have a pair of hiking boots with well over 1,000
towpath m | es. | have worn out one or nore bicycles
on the towpath, and | have canoed the Potonmac many
tinmes.

In his challenge to the editors of The
Washi ngton Post in 1954, Justice Dougl as described the
canal in part as a long stretch of peace and quiet at
the Capitol's back door, and on a sonmewhat |ater
occasion said it's been an accident of history that
it's there, but there she is, and we ought to do
sonmething about it -- to preserve it as a national
park, he neant.

Most interested people know about the
struggle to avoid turning the canal into a roadway or
flooding it wth mainstream dans on the Potonac. But
at last it becane the C& ) Canal National Hi storical
Park in 1971. | stress the word "historical" because
otherwise it would not be a national park at all.

The enabling legislation defined the park
by reference to a map which had not been seriously
revi ewed, and thus suppl enental | egi slation was
required to round out its borders and ensure its

integrity. Li kewi se, the taking lines surrounded or
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abutted sone private hol dings, which would have better
been incorporated directly into the park.

It has been the policy of the park to
absorb these properties by allowng end holdings or
grandf at her agreenents to |apse whenever possible.
Q her properties have been subject to negotiation with
the ultimate objective of elimnating private usages
in the park.

The proposed boathouse for a private
benefit would fly in the face of park policy and its
efforts. Let history live.

In June 1980, | was privileged to wal k the
entire canal wth George El|lwood Zel |l erman, who worked
on his father's boat until he joined the Arny in Wrld
War | to get off that boat. He didn't like the canal.

He had not been back along the canal in
all those years. The rest of the party were a park
ranger and a candidate for a doctorate in folklore at
the University of Pennsylvania. W were careful not
to ask | eading questions, but to let himrecall as he
woul d.

Wien we rounded the |ast bend, and Key
Bridge and the Georgetown waterfront cane into view,
he st opped. After a long pause he said, "It |ooks

just like it did." Please let history live.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Good ti m ng.

MR ROLLINS: Thank you.
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Good ti m ng.

(Laughter.)

Ckay. Next?
M5. HARBOLD: Hel | o. ['m Al exandra
Harbold. | was a 17-year resident of Georgetown, and

I'm currently a Foxhall resident at 4424 P Street,
N. W

|'m the coach of Washington Canoe dub's
junior sprint canoe and kayak team and | have been
for the past four years. ['ma two-time Aynpian in
the games of 1992 and 1996. |'ve trained and raced on
the current course since 1985.

I'm also a graduate of Geor get own
University, and | cone froma famly of elite rowers.
My father was a nenber of the Hungarian national
rowing team in the early '50s and was head coach at

For dham Uni versity.

Therefore, | have a great appreciation for
both sports. | am pro boathouse, but against the
current proposed |ocation. The initial waterfront

park plans <called for the building of several
boat houses open to the public wth grassy areas.

There were posters and diagrans posted at our Canoe
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Cub on the bulletin board, and that's when | first
heard of it. I'm guessing it was after | returned
fromthe Aynpics in '96.

They showed pi ctures downstream  of
Washi ngton Canoe O ub, not wupstream in the current
proposed |ocation of these boathouses. | remenber
clearly the words, "There wll be no devel opnent
upstream above Washington Canoe Cub in order to
preserve the natural environnment." That is why |, and
| imagi ne why nost Washi ngton Canoe O ub nenbers, were
unaware of these changes that the boathouse was going
to be upstream

M/ main issue is with safety. ' m goi ng
to try to junp through ny initial presentation, so
that | don't repeat points that have already been
menti oned, as you have asked.

This is a view of our 5K and our 10K
course. M. Harbold had showed the sprint course, but
we al so use that sane course for distance races. And
as you can see, closer to the dock there are
recreational canoeists as well as Qynpic-style canoe
and kayak. So all types of boats participate at the
recreational level as well as the Aynpic |evel.

Here they are again -- recreational and

A ynpi c.
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And asked wearlier how many tines the
course is wused -- these distance races occur
approximately six to eight tines per year, up to 30
entries in one mass start. W also have three ngjor
sprint regattas, which neans we have a total of nine
to 11 regattas per year at the Canoe d ub.

There they are again close to shore going
up to where the boat house woul d be.

This is the current traffic pattern, and
you see the kayakers on -- they're on the D.C shore
racing down, and there are the rowers on the other
side. So right now with this current situation there
is no interference. W're on different sides of the
river.

No, next one. Sorry. |I'mtrying to junp
around, as | said. Next.

This is one of our kids. He's 12 vyears
old. And nost of the tine we train in singles. This
is a single boat. Also, I"'mnot sure if you re aware,
nost of our kids are under 18.

This is the largest boat that we have.
It's called a K4 -- a four-person Kkayak. It's
approximately 36 feet long and 66 pounds in weight,
conpared to --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let ne just say --
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let me interrupt you.

M5, HARBOLD: |'msorry. Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let nme just say
this, while | find this very interesting, | want to
make sure that | am fair in these proceedings. I
woul d hope that you would provide that to us with your
testinony, because | find this very helpful to ne,

just in case, M. Hannaham we don't make it out

there. | think this would be very hel pful.

M5. HARBOLD: Ckay. | will do that.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: So | really
appreciate it. But | want to make sure |I'm fair,
because --

M5. HARBOLD: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: -- everybody's
testinony neans a lot to us.

Let nme just say this first. The two
gentl enmen here, | need cards from you. | need cards
from everyone who has not turned in two cards to the
Reporter.

Is Ms. Zartman still here?

PARTI CI PANT:  No, | think she left.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Ms. Zartnman
is a regular, so she knows to turn in tw cards. W

have to -- we probably have one on file. W can just
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fill out one for her.

(Laughter.)

Don't tell her | said that.

(Laughter.)

Ckay. And, again, everyone who testified,
if you can turn in a card, we would -- | nean, two
cards, we woul d appreciate it.

Col | eagues, any questions of this panel?
This is our |ast panel.

kay. Again, like | asked, if we can get
that fromyou, that would be very helpful, at least to
ne.

M5. HARBOLD: May | nmake one final point
about why | was showing that? | just wanted to show
the difference in the boats, that this is the |ongest
at 36 feet and 66 pounds, whereas the row ng boats,
which are eights, the largest boat is an eight, and
that weighs approximately 213 pounds and is 60 feet
long. So that's another danger for us, just the size
and the weight of their boats against these.

And as | said, nost of the tinme we train
in singles which are 16 feet |ong.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Wiat is the weight
of the boat that | just sawwith the --

M5. HARBOLD: That one is 66 pounds. But
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90 -- | would say 95 percent of the tinme we train in
singles, which are -- this boat is 16 feet, 26 pounds.
So it's 99 percent of the tine we're in singles.
It's just the nature of our sport.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: But you're going
to provide all that to us.

M5. HARBOLD: Yes, | wll.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. | would
really appreciate it.

Any cross exam nation? Appl i cant ? The
ANC, M. Starrels is not here. M. Schuete?

MR SCHUETE: No, thank you.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOCD: M. Mopsi g?

MR MOPSIG No, thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M. Brooks?

MR BROCKS: No.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Thank you.

W have now concluded all of those in
opposition. | would like to thank the panel. Again,

make sure that you turn in your two cards to the Court

Reporter.

Wiat | would like to do now is take a
five-mnute break, and | wll ask that M. Schuete
cone forward -- | think he is first -- from the

Washi ngt on Canoe C ub, and be set up and ready when we
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return. We'Ill be back in five m nutes.
(Wher eupon, t he pr oceedi ngs in t he
foregoing matter went off the record at
9:05 p.m and went back on the record at
9:15 p. m)
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: We're now going to
reconvene.
Let nme just say that while we' ve given you

15 mnutes, if you can condense that even nore that

would be great. But if not, we will hold with the 15
m nut es. But, again, we have your naterials. Those
that we've just received tonight we wll be reading
t hor oughl y.

So, again, if you can condense it, it

woul d be great. And then nmaybe we can nake it home to
see the 10: 00 news.

(Laughter.)

W shf ul thi nking.

kay. M. Schuete, if you woul d begin.

Let me do this before we get started.
There were seven people who cane up who had not signed
up. Are you still here? There were seven people
who - -

M5. SCHELI N: There are a few of themin

the front row who are left.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. If you

could just stand up and --

M5. SCHELI N: The gentleman in the green
j acket .

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: -- | would like

for you take the oath that the testinony you gave was

true.

M5. SCHELIN. That's okay. Stand up

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:. I mean, if you're
still here, would you pl ease stand, please?

M5. SCHELIN. | think Ms. Harbold or -- in

t he back, she was one. There are --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Al of those
who - -

M5. SCHELIN: You don't have to cone
forward. Just stand up, please. There we go.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:.  Ckay. Rai se your
ri ght hand.

M5. SCHELIN: Since you guys weren't here
the first night, we just want to just do a short
little -- have you guys swear that the testinony you
gave was the truth. Gay?

(Whereupon, an oath was admnistered to

t hose wi tnesses who recently testified.)

M5. SCHELIN: Thank you.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Thank you.

Thank you, Ms. Schelin.

kay. M. Schuete, you can begin.

MR SCHUETE: Thank you, M. OChair. My
nane is Larry Schuete. | am the current president of
the Washington Canoe Club. | was born in Georgetown.
My father was born in Georgetown. M grandnother was
born in Georgetown. My great-grandfather owned a feed
store on M Street after being kicked out of Ireland.

For the rowers in the room ny father was
Charlie Butts-Coxon in the '40s before he went on to
two A ynpics as a Potonmac Boat O ub nenber.

I'm here tonight to talk about the
Ceorgetown Boat house, which unfortunately | nust
oppose. This | think is the view that the public has
seen. W've seen it here in this testinony over the
| ast several nights.

W've also seen this -- the frontal view
that was provided to the Washington Canoe d ub at our
request in Decenber of 2002. For reference, | think
this was the first tine we really sawit. This is our
boat house superinposed on top of it. Here is our
roofline -- two rooflines here.

There is sone discrepancy in the draw ngs,

but | believe this roofline is sonmewhere between 26
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and 29 feet. Early neasurenent said it was 29. I
think it's actually 26. This roof down here is about
16 to 20 feet high. | think the Georgetown rooflines
are well known at 41 and 54.

| think, M. Hood, you asked: why the
opposition? And | think this is old understanding.
This is on the GU website. This is the draw ng that
the Comm ssion of Fine Arts saw. And | first saw this
drawi ng i n Novenber of 2002, and | was like, well, how
big is this? You showed us drawings that didn't have
any scale on them You know, it |ooked bigger than
this, and that's when we asked for the frontal view
and it all becane clear.

This wing is larger than the Wshington
Canoe Cub in toto. That wing is larger than a club
with 200 to 300 nenbers, depending on how you count.
It is interesting that -- ['lIl give you another
exanpl e. This is old understanding. Here is the
boat house with the slope going off behind it, you
know, and | saw this -- again, this was on the &J
website. And | thought, you know, where is the canal ?
How big is this? And, you know, where is the Capital
Crescent Trail?

And finally, very late, we see draw ngs

like this, and this is Wshington Canoe dub, and
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here's the canal, obviously, and the Capital Crescent

Trail. Here is our ranp out in front. Here's our
boat house. Here is the side view of GU Here is
their roofline. Here you are on the canal, Capital
Crescent Trail. They are sticking out -- their seven-

feet variance right here, their 15-foot vari ance.

And | think that, you know, | would have
to go on the record as strongly opposing the granting
of that seven-foot variance as it's going to really
bl ock our view upstream W just now lost the view
from our club of the Three Sisters Islands, of the
Pot omac Ri ver CGorge upstream

What we will look at is, you know -- |

don't think there's anybody in this room that doesn't

think this building is beautiful. | personally think
it's way too large a place. But it is a pretty
bui I di ng.

But | don't want to |ook at this building.
| want to look at the river. | think it should be 35
feet from the river -- that is, not a seven-foot
vari ance or a 20-foot special exception, but a 35-foot
speci al exception, because that provides consistency
wi th Thonpson's and WCC.

W actually sit back a Ilittle further

because of the bowin the river, but | think that, you

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

133

know, that is a distance which will provide us wth a
view to the Three Sisters Islands, wll provide us
W th our traditional views.

This would al so solve the ranp issue that
-- and the permanent pier that Georgetown has
request ed. And we saw in previous testinony, the
boats are only 58, 60 feet |[ong. They asked for an
80-foot boathouse, and they clainmed that this was
because of the length of the boat. And as we pointed
out, well, it's really for boats -- for storage of
stuff. They don't need 80 feet here. They need 60
feet, 65 feet.

This would also, then, solve this problem
we have with their docks where they stick way out into
the river because they have to have this pad out in
front to get their boats out during a flood, as Coach
Johnson testified to.

This is the Capital Cescent Trail behind
t he Washington Canoe Club, and | show this picture to
illustrate this 40-degree slope that goes off behind
it that they claim they're going to nove this over,

but they're they're going to regrade this slope and

will require no retaining wall.
| am an engineer. I am not a civil
engi neer, but | have read the BOCA code, and | know
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that wth unstable soil you don't regrade a 40-degree
slope. And any wall, pushing a slope |ike that behind
it is, by law, a retaining wall.

This is the Washington Canoe Cub in the
early ' 30s. | show this picture to show sone of the
stuff that was upstream The river was dotted with
little boathouses and shacks and everything else up
and down the river. The flood of '36 fixed that.

It scrubbed the riverside clean. Here we
see Denpsey's Boathouse that was burned down in the
fire of the early '60s. My dad |ost some boats in
that, actually. And this is what it |ooked like in
the late "30s after the flood. And you can see, you
know, it's gone. And what has grown up since then is
this wild branble and this natural |and here.

And if we could dimthe light, but you'l
certainly have it in the hard copy. There's a
trenendous anmount of trees up here that we believe are
providing us with -- what's kept us from getting
crashed out in the floods of the '70s, the '80s, and
the '90s -- you know, in '"36 the club was 30 years
old. It's now approaching its 100-year anniversary.

W did request at the Decenber 2002
neeting that a hydrol ogi cal study be done of the river

at flood, because | don't know what the inpact of this
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boat house will be on us. The applicants agreed that
that was a good idea. What we received back fromthem
was a statenent that FEMA has assured them that the
river won't rise nore than a foot, and we shoul dn't
worry. | would ask for nore than that.

And |'ve submitted for the record the
letter to the National Park Service, the response, and
ny rebuttal letter

There was comment about -- and you can't
see it very well because of the lighting -- but there
was comment about how, geez, you know, the vegetation
bl ocks the view What you can see back here is the
retaining wall of the C& Canal or the Canal Road -- a
fairly good view, in particular in the winter, from
t hat .

This is a view fromthe C& Canal | ooking
across the Washington Canoe Cub. You would ask, all
right -- and we've seen in these pictures that they' ve
provided in the renderings views that suggest there is
no danage to the view, that their boathouse -- we | ook
down on it, and we're going to be providing in the
witten testinony comments on their renderings and
t hei r phot os.

| provide this photo as well as a

description in the notes of the photo-geonetric
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techni ques, but suffice it to say this is the GQJ
41-foot roofline, and that's what it bl ocks. That's
the GJ high roofline fromthe C& Canal

(Laughter.)

And | would submt that that is as
accurate as | can nake it using all ny trig, and that
nmy point would be they need a scene analysis. I
shouldn't be doing this. @GJ shouldn't be doing this.

Sonebody independent should be telling you what the
scene steal is going to be.

But basically, the high roofline blocks
the view of the Washington Monunment from the towpath.

Their average boathouse is not average for the
Pot omac. Lots of comments about average, conparabl e.

Here are the nunbers as | understand them

-- 33,200 feet total floor space of the GU Boat house.

It's got a 19,500 square foot footprint. 1'd like to
point out again that that is 4,500 square feet |arger
than the 106 agreenment with the D.C. SHPO and the
ACHP. So they're in violation of that. They're also
in violation wth a 54-foot roofline instead of a
40-f oot roofline.

Anyway, we're 27 percent the size. Floor
space is only part of the story. The size and nass

add into the equation. | say that they are six to
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ei ght tinmes nore volune or nore nassive.

| provided in the witten record this
National Park Service study. Here is the proposed
Arlington -- about 75 percent of the size. | ndoor
storage for all of Arlington County, with 132 shells.

Al exandria Boat house, down the river, 75 percent of
the size. Sandy Run, 68. Thonpson's Boat Center, 68
percent of the size, 112 boats stored indoors.

Renmenber, Georgetown said they were going
to have currently 19 eights, and that they were going
to be going possibly they told us to 30.

PBC, 14,000 square feet total, it's 42
percent the size of GN These nunbers cane from that
st udy.

@QJ s average boathouse is not an average
boat house for the Eastern Association of Row ng
Col | eges. And these are the comments that were nade
in the witten testinony on the first night, and we've
seen again and again coments about aver age,
conparable, simlar, that are | arger

|'"mhere to tell you that as an engi neer
sinply went and checked the record, and so | contacted
the architects of record, or the buildi ng managers, or
went on the web to find for you -- and it's in the

witten record -- the photos of all these boat houses.
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The bolded nunbers in this colum are
nunbers that are from their records. That's like |
called the architect and said, "How nmany square feet
is the Boston DeWl fe Boat house?" "It's 20,000." And
on down the Iine.

If the nunbers are not bolded, | either
sent sonebody out to have them neasure it, in the case
of the Boston Boat houses -- | sent sonebody from MT,
a professor sent his grad students out for ne.

In the case of sone of these others, |
would admt that -- |ike Rutgers and Syracuse, they're
not too proud of their boathouses, at least in the
i mage record, but those are pretty good estimates. |
woul d say that the average boathouse is 20,000; the
nmedi an i s about 18, 000.

There is Colunbia's. There is the 16
colleges that are in the EARC About 10, 000 square
feet. This was Rutgers. | generously called it a
lowprofile facility, but they talk about being in the
md-Atlantic region and how the water is pretty good,
and they don't need tanks because they can stay out on
the water.

This is Dartnouth's. It's the nost

popul ar sport on the school. This is the street view
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This is the river view -- 34 percent.

University of Pennsylvania -- rmuch nade
about the Schuykill and the Charles Rivers. It's
12,000 square feet. So it's roughly the size of PBC
much smaller than GU. They' ve got about 12,000
under gr ads.

This is Syracuse, simlar size school
about 45 percent of GU. You' |l notice that |'m not
cherrypi cking data. I am showi ng you every school
I'm not telling you about Wsconsin, which doesn't
exi st yet, or conbining the Harvard boat houses |ike GJ
tried to do, or Princeton's. These are all of them

Here's the MT. They do have an eight-

seat tank in their boathouse. It's about half the
si ze.

Naval Acadeny -- it looks big. According
to the assistant coach, it's 17,600 square feet. He
poi nted out every student is an athlete. This is
Nor t heast er n. This is called out in the exchange
agreenent . It's known as Gorangutan in -- or
Gargantuan, rather, in Boston by ny row ng buddies.

And the university likes it a lot, and it's 54 percent
of Ceor get own.
This is one of Harvard's boat houses. This

is the nmen's boat house. It took nme a while to realize
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Harvard has got enough noney, and they've been there
for 100 years, and these are 100-year old boat houses
-- they have two of them Radcliffe being the wonen's
crew out there, the wonen's school at Harvard for
hi storical reasons.

That's where -- and it's stunning -- this
is where the wonen and all the grad students and all
of the wundergrads that don't row row out of this
boat house. And it's been there for 100 years, and
it's right on canpus.

Boston University's DeWlfe Center, talked
to the architects of this, lots of conprom ses to get
this on the site. They were very proud of putting
this on the original site of BUs boathouse, which
used to be MT s.

Cornell's, 63 percent. It's a grand

facility according to the university.

This is Yale. | saw this, and | think,
this thing has got to be bigger. Talk to the
architects, look on the website, nah, it's 22,000
square feet. Notice the street view This thing is

small from the street, and it's, you know, 150 feet,
75 feet deep, about 30 feet high.
They do have a 24-person tank. It's the

only other 24-person tank, and it's on the canpus.
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They also have an extensive -- and they're proud of
their programfor the comunity.

Brown University, forner fish packing
sonething plant, they've renovated it. It's 25,000
square feet, so it's, again, only 75 percent of GU
It does have a 16-seat tank in the building. It's an
outstanding facility as far as they' re concerned.

Princeton University -- | have heard from
the architect of the proposed CGeorgetown University
Boat house that this was conparable, it was average. |
know the facility architect at Princeton, so | called

himup and said, you know, "Hey, what is this thing?"

And so this is what he told ne. Vell, it's 20,000
square feet in the original building -- it's been
there for 100 years -- 13,000 square foot addition.

they don't have very many undergrads. They apparently
have a | ot of noney.

It is the largest rowing facility on the
east coast to date. However, it is smaller than QU s.
It's only 280 feet |ong. It's only 36 feet tall.
Hei ght does natter.

It's also -- and no one ever nentioned
this to us -- it is also the national team training
center. Fifty to 75 national team Aynpic rowers, or

prospective QAynpic rowers, train in this facility
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every day. This facility is used by nore than just
the university. They've got, you know, a substanti al
nunber of people that are at that site 24/7, or, you
know, seven days a week, 10 hours a day, 365 days a
year.

Al so, the university owns 1,400 acres on
this side of Lake Carnegie, so | think some of the
testinony was that this was in the Raritan State Park.
It's not. The park is on the other side of the
| ake.

The state does own the water. Princet on
owmns everything behind it, everything to either side
of it, for, you know, quarters of a mle.

| wanted to show you everything. This is
what University of Wsconsin wants. It is nuch |arger
than GU They' re about 95 percent conplete with the
design. | noticed on the website there have been lots
of problenms with the community. Now that they' ve
figured out how big it is, the comunity doesn't want

it.

"1l summari ze. W're very concerned
about the inpact of the boathouse on WCC It was
billed as average. It's at |east 65 percent |arger

than these universities that have to subscribe to

Title I X that have incredibly good row ng prograns,
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and yet sonehow survive.

They also -- this boathouse was billed as
simlar -- is simlar in size, at least in square
footage but not in volune. It also houses the

nati onal team

| think there are nmany reasons to reject
t he design. The tanks and ergs are not river-
dependent use. They're going to expand anyway. Put
them up there. The ceiling height of the first floor
could be reduced by two feet as a mininmum University
of Pennsylvania and MT both used pits for the oars to
| ower the height of the roof.

I know  of no rowng or canoei ng
programmatic reason for a 24 high foot ceiling in
exerci se room The boat bays coul d be nuch shorter.

What to do? This thing belongs on the
Denpsey site. That would still be right next to WCC,
so it's not like we're trying to not have thembuild a
boat house. I"d love to see it on the Denpsey site
It would reduce the inpact on the canal, the Crescent
Trail, and us.

They should design one that's truly in
keeping with the size of the existing boathouses on
the Potomac in consideration of the C& Canal. We'd

also like sone opportunity to provide suggestions on
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t he zoni ng orders.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HQOOD: Thank vyou, M.
Schuet e. | appreciate your being cognizant of the
time. | think that was a very thorough presentation

Let me just ask, colleagues, do you have
any questions of M. Schuete? Let's begin wth
Conmi ssi oner May.

COW SSI ONER  VAY: | feel like I'm -- |
have to really work fast to catch up, because --

MR SCHUETE: Sorry. | apol ogi ze.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  No.  But | wunderstand,
and | appreciate it. "Il try to talk fast, too,
al t hough that is very difficult for me.

You nade a suggestion early on that the
actual projection of the building would block the view

upriver to the Three Sisters? Is that right?

MR SCHUETE: Yes, sir. | believe that is
correct. From our balconies it wll, at the seven-
foot variance. And I'Il submt in the witten the
overhead picture. I was concerned | was running out

of tinmne.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Ckay. Because when |
| ook at the overhead picture, it's very difficult to
see that even renotely possible. But rmaybe I'm

identifying the wong thing as the building. But if
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you can denonstrate that in a drawing or sonething
like that, that would be helpful for understanding
that particul ar point.

Let's see. Ch. How far off the shoreline
is the Washi ngton Canoe O ub?

MR SCHUETE: 35 to 40 feet.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: And unfortunately, at
the nmonment the pictures that | have are these historic
phot os, which obviously put it a |lot closer.

MR SCHUETE: Right.

COWM SS|I ONER  MAY: Has there been a | ot

MR SCHUETE: I went and neasured it,
because | thought you'd want to know that.

COWM SSI ONER  MAY: Yes. | nean, there's
been a lot of --

MR SCHUETE: Yes.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: -- since this was
t aken.

MR SCHUETE: Yes, sir. Yes, let nme --

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Do you have a nore
current picture that -- of the site?

MR SCHUETE: | do not.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Cay. Because the

section drawi ngs that you showed --
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MR SCHUETE: And those section draw ngs

are as accurate as | can provide them

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Yes. But it didn't
show where the shoreline was. It --

MR SCHUETE: Let ne --

COW SSI ONER MAY:  -- the dock, | think

MR SCHUETE: Let ne -- | show the ranp,
and that is our --

COW SSI ONER MAY: R ght .

MR SCHUETE: Let ne just nove this. I
apol ogi ze for not being better prepared. That is the
-- the shoreline is right here.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  That is the shoreline.

MR SCHUETE: The shoreline is right here.

| was attenpting to show at the last mnute the cut
dowmn. But | have -- | know that M. Harbold has lots
of overheads that show current.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

MR HARBOLD: Wuld you like to see that
now?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  No, thank you.

(Laughter.)

| think that it's for ne.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCD: M. Hannaham any

guesti ons?
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COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  No, t hank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: M. Schuete, |et
me just ask you, you can go back to the -- and naybe
you were doing it while | was sitting up here trying
to get nyself together. But you showed a picture of
the roofline. You said --

MR SCHUETE: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: -- this is where
we are, and then sonething --

MR SCHUETE: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Coul d you nake it
do like -- I"'mjust trying to -- and | may have --

MR SCHUETE: Let's see if it'll let ne do
this without starting at the very begi nning.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay. If not,
don't worry about it.

MR SCHUETE: If | knew what | was doing,
it wouldn't -- look at that. That is taken standing
on the C&) Canal with a level canera, and |I'm | ooking
out, you know, from -- you know, this is where you
can't see, and the vegetation blocks the view of the
river.

And our roofline is sonewhere between 26
and 29 feet high at this point. And what | did was

taking the -- and this is the Georgetown University
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Boat house, that's their 41-foot roofline. And | think

in the notes if you -- if you can flip to that page
whi ch you have the opportunity to do -- I'll read it.
And | would say that what it -- you know,

t he boathouse is 66 feet fromthe towpath. So now |I'm
| ooking over 66 feet at the towpath, and that is ny
downl ook angle at the towpath fromfive feet above it,
knowi ng the height of the towpath, know ng the height
of the club. 1'mIlooking dowm at that, and that tells
nme that | have a downl ook angl e of seven degrees.

If | assunme a 41-foot high roofline, now
" m 1 ooking up fromthe towath up, and adding ny five
foot of, you know, eye height, |I'm |ooking now up at
1.7 degrees positive. And what that does is anything
on the Virginia shore that's under 80 feet, assum ng
that the river is the 1,300 feet wde that it appears
to be at this point, anything below 80 feet is cut
off. And this is just sinple trig. You know, this is
si nes and cosi nes.

| then said, all right, what is it from
the 54-foot roofline? And that's the additional
hei ght . Now you have a look angle of 13 degrees,
because of that 21 feet additional height mnus the
five feet of the viewer. And that basically says that

anything that's under 300 feet high on the shoreline
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at this point is blocked out. Things that are further
away, even taller, are bl ocked out.

Sone would say that's good. I  would
submt that if you' re upstream from the building, and
you now have a peaked roof that's going this way, and
it sticks out 85 feet, what you're doing is blocking
Key Bridge, you're blocking the view of the Washi ngton
Monunent . And | would further state that, you know,
although I am an engineer and I'mfairly confident in
these two -- in this view, what scene that it steals
to me is sonething that an independent analysis should
be done on.

|'"m not going to sit here and say this is
100 percent right. | think it's pretty close.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOOD: Cay. Anot her
guestion. M. Schuete, you definitely have done a | ot
of extensive work in | ooking at other boathouses.

MR SCHUETE: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: My question to you

is: are any of those besides -- we're not going to
talk about the University of -- | think it was
W sconsi n.

MR SCHUETE: W sconsi n? Doesn't exi st
yet?

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Yes. Let's not
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tal k about them yet, because I'm going to go there in

a mnute. But nost of these boathouses were built
when?

MR SCHUETE: Vell, in fact, on that
spr eadsheet t hat I provi ded vyou, I have the
construction date. | also have either the renovation
date or the construction date, and so | bolded the
ones that | thought -- and |I apol ogize for the size of
this -- running out of tine.

But basi cal |y, t hat beaut i f ul Bost on

boat house was built in 1999, you know, and so sone of
these are very current. Sone of these are, you know,
| would say '99, 2001, 1990 for the Northeastern
Boat house, which was <called out in the exchange
agreement as being what the Georgetown Boathouse
shoul d | ook |ike, that or a boathouse row.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Si nce you have the
sheet, Northeastern, when was that one?

MR SCHUETE: That was 1990, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: 19907

MR SCHUETE: And that's 18,000 square
feet according to the architect of record, which is 54
percent the size of Georgetown's.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: ["1l tell you ny

reasoning for asking is because | notice you nentioned
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University of Wsconsin. Theirs is hunongous,
actual ly bigger than --

MR SCHUETE: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: -- (Georgetown's.
And | was wondering if anything has changed in the
gane that would now allow -- and | think if | was

| ooking at this | would think that they were trying to
build sonething that they can expand in, and not be
cl osed out before they get there.

So that's kind of where |I'm going, because
the University of Wsconsin seens to be following the
sane pattern, or even nore. Is this where this gane
is going? O is this just too nmuch?

MR SCHUETE: | think the dot-com boom --
peopl e cashed out, and they want to put noney back in
their alumi. University of Wsconsin Boathouse,
which is used for nmuch nore than just rowing, is being
built on the former site of their boathouse. It's in
the mddl e of nowhere in Madi son, Wsconsin.

| am not a rower. I'd love to know how
Wsconsin ends up being in the Eastern Association,
you know, but it is, and |I didn't want to cherrypick
and not showit. You know, it's not on the east coat.

It's not in a particularly dense area. There are

ot her boat houses.
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You know, | think people want to build
what they can get away with building, that, you know
if you look at some of these, they've been placed, you
know, on either historic sites and there have been
trenmendous conprises made to get them onto those
sites.

But, you know, | think that, you know,
certainly Princeton, which is larger but really not in
terns of size, it my be the sanme -- a little larger
in terms of square footage, but volume-wise it's
smaller. 1It's only 36 feet tall. It also houses the
US national team which | didn't know until the
ni ght before the last testinony when a rower called ne
totell ne that.

And, you know, | would say that |ike, you
know, the Brown 1994 renovation, Colunbia 2001,
Princeton again 2001, Yale 1999, | don't think anybody
woul d argue that for the nost part the ones that have
been built recently are exceedingly beautiful
structures.

The ol der ones are historically beautiful,
but apparently these universities are able to get away
with sonething that Georgetown can't. Ceorgetown said
they couldn't go any snaller. Sonehow these

universities, which are highly successful in this
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sport, are able to do it.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: You mentioned in
your testinony that -- 1'm not sure which university
it was -- they were able to do their rowng -- where
Georgetown had the rowing tanks in the facility, they
were able to do it out on the water.

MR SCHUETE: Well, the rowing tanks are

on canmpus. And if you |l ook on that spreadsheet -- and
| apologize, | realize now it's just way too small,
but I'Il read them off. That Boston University, the

tanks are on canpus.
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Wi ch page are --
MR SCHUETE: This is page 15 of the 35
pages. And you see in the final coment -- well,
actually, you will see that it says "includes row ng
tanks”" in this colum right here. That's really bad.
| apol ogi ze. But that says "includes row ng tanks,"
and so Georgetown, of course -- Brown has them in
t heir boat house. One of the Harvard boat houses has
two ei ght-person tanks. MT has an ei ght-person tank.
Princeton, of course, has their 16-seat
tank. | was told by the facilities nmanager that's so
the national teamguys didn't have to go up on canpus.
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  You know what, M.

Schuete? Let ne just cut you off right there. | have
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it here.

MR SCHUETE: Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Wiat | need -- |
appreciate it.

MR, SCHUETE: Ckay. And | wll submit in
the record a better --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | can try to see
if what you --

MR SCHUETE: -- Excel spreadsheet.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: (kay. Thank you.
| have it here, so | think that will do it.

Col | eagues, any ot her questions?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Can | follow up on that
hei ght di agramthat you had done?

MR SCHUETE: Yes.

COW SSI ONER  VAY: If you can pull that
back up. I know it's very dark there at the front
edge, but can we see the front? Can you, with your
pointer, point to what would be the base of the
bui l di ng, right --

MR SCHUETE: That's the base of the
bui I ding right down there.

COW SSI ONER MAY: R ght there.

MR SCHUETE: Yes. And that is -- the

width of the building is 44 feet, so that is 22 feet
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to the peak fromhere to there. So that's probably 44

feet fromwhere you' re standing.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Ckay. Vell, I'"'monly
interested in height, not where |I'm standing.

| guess what I'm-- if you |l ook at a point
-- another way to nmeasure this and a way for us to --

MR SCHUETE: There's a side view, and |
used the side views to do those neasurenents.

COWMM SSI ONER  VAY: Ckay. But what |'m
saying, would this drawing that you have right here,
whi ch gives us the view of what's blocked -- if that's
the front edge of the building, or the front as we
ook at it right here --

MR SCHUETE: Yes, sir.

COWM SSI ONER  VAY: -- and then the back
edge theoretically is above that, right, because we're
| ooking down on it, it's going to be sonmewhere in --
yes, in that range. And the mddle of the building,
which is where the ridge is, is going to be sonewhere
-- the base is sonewhere in between there.

What |'m getting at is the point, if you
drop directly from the ridge line to approximtely
where the ground is, okay, it's going to be sonewhere
above where your pointer is, sonmewhere in there,

sonewhere above that, and if that ridge is 26 to 29
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feet, going up 50 feet, no nmatter where you're
standing, is going to be approximately tw ce that.

MR SCHUETE: Vell, okay, | see what
you're getting to now.

COWM SSI ONER MAY:  So | - -

MR SCHUETE: There's a wi ndow right here.

This portion of the building -- you're only seeing --
| think | |ooked at this. This is 16 feet to this
peak -- this piece right here is 16 feet to the

ground, and so the ground of our building is actually
ri ght about here in the back.

COW SSI ONER  VAY: Ckay. That's what |
was aski ng about.

MR SCHUETE: Yes, I'"m sorry. I
m sunder st ood your question at first, yes.

COW SSI ONER MVAY:  Ckay.

MR SCHUETE: And if we killed the lights
conpletely and | did a better job -- 1'Il put the
cursor on it. That's a 36-inch tall w ndow on the

second fl oor of the buil ding.

COMM SSI ONER  VAY: Cot it. Ckay.
That's --

MR SCHUETE: For reference.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay. So theoretically
what you're pointing to -- if the front edge of it is
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down below it, then --

MR SCHUETE: lt's 12 feet bel ow It's
about here, sonmewhere in there.

COW SSI ONER MAY: | would venture to say
that the high roofline is still quite a bit higher
than it would be, but it wuld --

MR SCHUETE: And all | can offer is that
| did this on -- | took a piece of paper with this

picture on it, and after conputing what this should

be, and what scene it steals -- that | can do with the
trig, | can get pretty well -- | went and |I took --
printed this out. | nmade the neasurenents to 26 or,

you know, 28, whatever | said it was, and then | added
to that on the paper and | noved ny line up to get
t hat .

| would also submt that you're right.
You know, that sonebody else needs to neke these
measur enment s.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: W only have the
appl i cant and we have --

MR SCHUETE: Right.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  -- people like you, so
we don't have to rely --

MR SCHUETE: And | stand by this

nmeasurenent as 100 percent, and | defy them --
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(Laughter.)

-- to say that this is not right, and
they're stealing the entire view fromthe towpath.

COW SSI ONER MAY: Ckay. Thank you.

MR SCHUETE: Yep.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: I'"'m sure we'll get a
response.

(Laughter.)

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: | was sitting here
trying to contenplate on what was the quickest way
--to hear all of the parties in opposition and then do
cross examnation all at once. |Is the applicant okay
with doing it that way? Are the parties okay wth
doing it that way? | think that would be quicker.
Then we can have everyone up here at the table, and we

can do cross all at once, and we can get it all over

Wi t h.

M. Schuete, thank you. W're going to --
stick around. I'msure you will. I'msure you wll.
Ckay.

Next is going to be M. Mpsig from the
Chesapeake and Chi o Canal Associ ation.

MR MOPSIG Thank you, M. Hood.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  You may begi n.

MR MPSIG Ckay. W'd like to start by
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just asking for a period of time to respond to
testinmony challenging, just comng in at this nonent
-- in fact, | got a subm ssion yesterday.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: I"m sorry. I
didn't hear you.

MR MOPSIG W got a submssion fromthe
applicants just yesterday. So --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: W're going to
deal with that at the end.

MR MOPSIG  (Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: The record wll
probably be open about a week or so, but we wll take
care of that at the end.

MR MOPSIG (Ckay. And also, | have a --
I"mtrying to set up a visit with the Archive of the
H storic Preservation that | hadn't been able to do
until probably the beginning of next week.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Ckay. W'l deal
with that at the end.

MR MOPSI G Cay. The Chesapeake and
Chio Canal Association, COCA  which states the
position that the special exception be denied because
the proposed boathouse, as currently designed, wll
invol ve inproper, unacceptable, and adverse inpacts

that Chesapeake and Chio National Hi storical Park on
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land that was part of the park itself prior to the
swap and is inconpatible at the ains that led to the
est abl i shnent of the park.

As the organization that celebrates its
foundi ng 50 years ago next April by Justice WIliamOQ
Dougl as, to pronote the creation of the C& Canal NHP,
we have remai ned a chanpion for the park to this day,
such as by leading a successful canpaign to win a
$6 nmllion stabilization project for the Monocacy
aqueduct that's now underway. Thi s boat house is not
an anniversary present that Justice Douglas woul d have
wel coned in a park dedicated to his nenory.

The C& 0 Canal NHP enconpasses two very
i mportant and unique aspects that must be respected.
One is stated, it's an official title -- historical.
The park includes the only unbroken canal of the canal
bui I ding boom of the first half of the 19th century
when road travel was not easily done.

The canal played an inportant role in the
devel opnent of Georgetown after the Gvil War, and was
in active use until the early 20th century. No ot her
canal in the United States can make this claim

The Monocacy aqueduct has |andmark status
fromthe Society of American Gvil Engineers, and the

entire canal park and all its features is included in
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the national Register of H storic Places. And while
that's automatic for being a historical park, | point
out that in 1979 an explicit submssion was --
nomnation form was filled out for it, and | have
appended it to ny testinony.

The boathouse that is proposed in the
zoning application clearly conflicts wth the
historical aspects of the C& Canal NHP. The site
itself is historic. It was very early recognized as a
significant one visually.

Attached are two photos, Figures 1 and 2,
one fromthe 1860s and the other from 1900, before Key
Bri dge exi sted and the aqueduct bridge existed.

Currently, even with the substitution of
Key Bridge and the buildings in Rosslyn, the view is
close to intact, as shown in Figure 3. Wth a
roofline of up to 25 feet higher than the towpath in
just the sane area, this view is gone. The picture
submtted on My 19, 2003, msrepresents just how
historic and inportant this is.

The other aspect is that the park is a
very early exanple of |and devoted to outdoor activity
and preservation of the natural environnent before
such considerations cane into national prom nence.

This was recognized from the very beginning and is
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included in establishing the park as a historic place.

In t he nom nati on, reversion and
acquisition is explicitly for the entire park to
expand in our boundaries. As a result, no other city
besi des Washington can claim the river and towpath in
such a beautiful state. The park came into being on
this basis, and next year is the 50th anniversary of
the wal k by Justice Dougl as.

The towpath, for all the traffic at
various locations, still retains its outdoor character
once one gets past Key Bridge, where it transforns
from city to country still wthin the boundaries of
the District of Col unbi a.

Anyone who has wal ked toward the city from
Fl etcher's Boathouse -- and a |arge nunber of people
do this every day -- knows the thrilling site of Key
Bridge and the entrance to the city as shown fromthis
location as in Figure 3. Even the QQJ website
acknow edged t hat.

For half the year there are no trees in
the views will show in Figure 3. In the summer, it
was clained to be opposite, but you can still see it.
And | have denonstrated this by a photograph taken on
May 20, 2003, the day after the first hearing. And

you can still clearly see Key Bridge through a break
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inthe trees. This is exactly what you do see.

This synbolic entrance to the city and
Ceorgetown along the towpath is breathtaking. For
those who have taken part in the through-hikes
commenorati ng Justice Douglas' fanous wal k, as | have,
it's unforgettable. |It's a park experience NPS shoul d
try to preserve rather than casually dism ss.

A boathouse -- Figures 5 6, and 7 --
should not be allowed to destroy this view for the
| arge public that passes through this area.

COCA has no quarrel wth GCeorgetown
University to build a suitable boathouse. However ,
this should not be at the expense of public use on
public lands on an inportant national park that
contributes so much to the well being of the D strict
of Col unbi a.

W realize that suitable |ocations involve
difficulties, but nothing has been done in pronoting
this project that seens to acknow edge it should be
done in a conpatible manner wth all of its
surroundi ngs, including a very special historical park
in a section that is heavily used by so many peopl e.

This is recognized by NPS, which lists the
C&O Canal NHP was stop 6 on its tour of historic

places, and lists the visitation of the park in the
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District of Colunbia at over two mllion in 2002,

There is alnost total influence in the
presentation on the conveni ence of the boathouse. In
the entire presentation on May 19th, there was not one
mention of inpacts or even presence of the C&  Canal
NHP.

Clearly, there are uses for this building
i ntended that go beyond a sinple boathouse that help
make it so big. And breaking up a roofline to nake it
|l ook smaller still leaves it as big and still |eaves
the roofline where it really is. An exercise room
with a veranda, a fireplace, and 26-foot high ceiling
came to be only an exercise room but not never an
exercise room and in the presentation of the Fine
Arts Commission is considered to be dual use is one
such exanple. Another, of course, is the row ng tank.

Renove unneeded facilities that could be
pl aced el sewhere, just reduce the building size. It
could then fit elsewhere with little trouble, and help
preserve a park so inportant to the National Capital
Regi on, GCeorgetown, and even CGeorgetown University and
t he students.

If the C& ) Canal NHP nust | ose some of its
character, why should Georgetown University have to

have everything? Certainly, a new EA preferably an
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EIS, an engineering study at the least, should be
done, since the Capital Crescent Trail nust be noved
with a possible disturbance of the canal bank, which
is quite fragile.

Therefore, since the zoning applications
will allow the erection of a structure that strongly
conflicts with the C& Canal NHP, and this was not
consi dered, we request that the application be denied,
that it is faulty. It does not properly address its
interactions with its neighbors and the requirenents
of the WO zone as we believe it to be published.

If a WO zone is granted, then a specia
exception for this proposed building should be deni ed,
again because it does not enhance the visual and
recreational opportunities of f ered al ong t he
waterfront, especially as seen fromthe C& Canal .

Any variances which allow any expansion
over WO zones should be rejected. |If a structure is
granted for use of the site, it should certainly be
restricted in total height to be no higher than the
towpat h, which we believe is about 28 feet, to protect
the historic views and not extraneous uses such as
soci al events, row ng tanks, or whatever.

There has been anple testinony that social

events are not intended in the boathouse, and a
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restriction by Zoning should certainly acconpany
anything that's granted to that boat house.

W are not against the boathouse or
Georgetown University, but this is the wong building
and the wong place, and it inposes on a critical,
heavi |l y-used park of the canal towpath -- Figure 7 --
unl i ke the Washi ngton Canoe d ub, which is Figure 8.

The towpath is a mpjor figure -- the
eighth nost visited national park in the United
States, and a nmajor contributor to the econony through
heritage tourism and the quality of life for the
District of Colunbia.

Si nce use deci sions nust bal ance conpeting
interests, as desirable as a boathouse nmay be, a
private use such as this -- admtted on May 19th --
cannot conpare to the public needs that the C&  Canal
NHP satisfies and should not cause degradation to
t hem

The proposed boat house would be the first
nodern construction outside of downtown GCeorgetown,
al ongside the towpath, since the park was established
in 1971 for its entire length of 185 mles. Until
now, all attenpts to do this have been reversed as
park policy and conformance with inclusion in the

Regi ster of H storic Places, and indeed has actually
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been achieved with renoval of non-historic structures.

At the very least, the boathouse should
not be a heavy inposition on a park that NPS clains it
i S saving.

And at that, I'd like to nake sone other
coments on some of the testinonies that have been
gi ven.

The boat house is clained not to need -- in
the submssion that we just got the other day, the
boat house is claimed not to need any scaling for its
surroundings or need to overly mnimze its size. I
added the enphasis. This contradicts testinony there
were at | east sone size restrictions.

The site is claimed to be narrow, yet it
is much wider than the site that you' re swapping from
which would only allow a 30-foot building as the
entire site is 45 feet wide and would have to |eave
roughly a 10-foot access around the back, because they
can't use the Crescent Trail at that point.

M. Mise admtted that no consideration
was given to building height with respect to the C&O
Canal towpath. The subm ssion of June 16th stated
that there was no need to nake the building any
smal l er, since there are no nei ghbors.

An exercise room does not need a 24-foot
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ceiling, it was said. Views of inside the building is
not what the C& Canal NHP is all about and is
irrelevant. The entire presentation failed to nention
that the C& Canal NHP -- and this was also true, by
the way, at the Fine Arts Commssion hearing for
testinony that was submtted for the record.

The swap is a benefit to Georgetown
University as better |ocated and better proportioned.

Yet no concession to the neighbors is made. A 100-
foot wide parcel is called tight, yet the swapped
parcel would only allow a 35-foot buil ding.

The C&0O Canal Association was indeed
involved very late, but there was no outreach ever
made to us. The Georgetown Waterfront Conmm ssion
never invited us, and its announcenents do not appear
outside of Georgetown. W are not based in
Ceor get own.

Al of the early drawings were scal el ess
and even had illustrative illustration as background,

not anything that would alert soneone to the actual

size of the building. Actual sizes were only
available since April, which is about when | got
i nvol ved. To this day, sizes can be msleading and

even inaccurate, and there have been sone subm ssions

with that.
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And al so, that was dismssed in the letter
of June 16th -- was a flat roof. | just would like to
say that a flat roof |eaves the historic views of the
river and shorelines intact, is preferable to a nodern
roof that blocks the views.

The C&0O Canal NHP Advi sory Conm ssion, as
we heard, has never approved the building. | have
supplied the mnutes, not knowing what | was going to
hear tonight, and this 1is <contrary to earlier
testinony that they have given permssion to the
bui I di ng, which neans that no organi zati on associ at ed
with the C& Canal has ever approved this building.

The registry entry specifically nentions
vi ewpoi nts and keeping the canal in a natural state.
The Fine Arts approval was not final in 2001, and the
statement that a small piece of this towpath can be
sacrificed is contrary to Sections 1.4 and 1.5 of NPS
Policy Manual and actions el sewhere -- |'ve attached
the policy -- including offsite locations such as the
Canal Road Access Road ElI S.

Even with the swap, nore could have been
done to protect the park. These statenments are not
what Justice Douglas wal ked for, which was the entire
length of the canal that is now a park devoted to his

menory.
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And 1'll end at that point.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HQOOD: Thank vyou, M.
Mopsi g.

MR MOPSIG  Sure.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Col | eagues, any
guestions of M. Mpsig? Conm ssioner Hannahan?

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM I'm sure 1'lI
eventually get to the bottom of this, but |'m just
curious about the relationship between the C& Canal
Associ ation and the C& Canal National H storic Park.

MR MOPSIG  Sure.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM Do you guys talk
to each other?

MR MOPSIG Ch, absolutely, all the tine.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM ~ Wre you aware of
the agreenent that they entered into for the swap?

MR MOPSI G Actually, we were not. Ve
weren't told about it for whatever reason. | can't
tell you. The C&0O Canal Association was the
organi zation that helped form the park from the very
first days. |In fact, it was founded, as | give in ny
witten testinony, the day after the walk by Justice
Douglas to pronote the park. To this day we cooperate
extensi vel y.

As | said, we did all the fund-raising,
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| obbyi ng, whatever it took -- got $6 mllion from
Congress to restore the Mnocacy aqueduct. W donate
them noney all the time for their prograns. | can't
answer why they signed it. I was not told that. I

don't really know.

W are an independent organization, of
course, and our viewpoint is we believe derives from
Justice Douglas' wal k and everything it stood for, and
we maintain our guardianship of the park to this day.

It'"ll be 50 years next year.

COWM SSI ONER - HANNAHAM Al right. Vel |,
|"m just curious, and maybe we'll -- ultimately we'll
get to understand what happened.

MR MOPSIG Yes. | nust tell you, by the
way, that the Advisory Conm ssion we do talk to also,
and that's how | did get the mnutes. And that's how
|  know that no approval was ever given by the

Conmi ssion, so we are aware of certain things.

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM So t he
associ ation --

MR MOPSI G Wll, if they had given
approval, if they had done anything, it actually would
have appeared in a newsletter that | publish. So |

woul d have been aware of it, and | assure you it has

never been publi shed.
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COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Ckay. But then --

MR MOPSIG Right. ay. M. Schuete is
pointing out to nme that there's a difference between
COCA and the Advisory Comm ssion and the C& Nati onal
Park, all with quite simlar nanes.

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM  But it sounds |i ke
it's part of National Park Service.

MR MOPSIG Wat?

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM The national --
t he canal -- the C&0  National --

MR MOPSIG  Park.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  -- Park is --

MR MPSIG Is run by the Park Service.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM -- part of the
Nat i onal Park Service.

MR MOPSI G Correct. And we are an
i ndependent organi zati on.

COWM SSI ONER HANNAHAM Ri ght. That
expl ai ns probably why you weren't necessarily --

MR MOPSIG Well, we should have --

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  -- cl osely or --

MR MOPSIG | would point out to you that
Ceorgetown University certainly knew of our existence
fromour participation in the discussions on the Canal

Road access a few years ago. And we played a fairly
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active role. This is not anything new for us. I
don't know -- | cannot answer why we were not
cont act ed.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM Ri ght. | guess

the nobst surprising thing to nme is that the
stipulations indicated the boathouse would be a
different bulk, a different size, in the agreenent
itself.

MR MOPSI G Wll, vyes, there is that
di screpancy.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM Sonet hi ng has not
been --

MR MOPSI G There are things that are
W ong. Certainly, there is nothing about the height
in the building that would have triggered it. Ther e
was no environmental inpact statenment or EA that woul d
have triggered it. There was a lot of things that --
and like | said, and the drawi ngs we saw early had no

i ndication of scale even that would have alerted us,

hey, well, okay -- well, mybe it's there, but it
m ght not be so bad, so we'll live with it. But as we
got to look at it nore and nore since April, it becane

obvi ous what was really happeni ng.
COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM Vel |, I can

under st and, then. I"m just curious, and | hope that
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ultimately before these hearings are over we'll have

an answer to --

MR MOPSI G Yes. Ilt's in ny witten
t esti nony.

COMM SSI ONER HANNAHAM -- we'll have an
answer to that. Utimately, | guess we'll get an

answer from the applicant and perhaps the Ofice of
Pl anni ng. | don't know. But thanks, | appreciate
your testinony.

MR MOPSIG You' re wel cone.

VICE CHAI RPERSON  HOCOD: Thank  you,
Comm ssi oner Hannaham

Any ot her questions? | have none. M.
Mopsig, if you can hold your seat.

MR MOPSIG  Sure.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: ["m going to ask
now for the last party, which would be the Coalition
for the Capital Crescent Trail, M. Brooks.

Let me again meke sure that M. Bill
Starrels or no one representing ANC 2E is in the house
this evening. That's the last call. Thank you.

Ckay. M. Brooks.

MR BROOKS: Do | get any extra points for
being | ast?

(Laughter.)
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|"ve got to be the guy everybody has been
wai ting for.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: That's exactly

right.

MR BROCKS: Just because |'m | ast.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ri ght .

MR BROCKS: Good eveni ng. My name is
Ernie Brooks, and | am the current chairman of the
Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail. | represent

the Coalition's Board of Directors, its 2,000 active
menbers, and the thousands of users of the Capital
Crescent Trail in the District of Col unbia.

The Coalition was forned in 1986 to | obby
for the placing of a first-class trail for hiker,
bi ker, jogger, blader usage, in the disused railroad
right-of-way running from Silver Spring, Mryland, to
the Georgetown waterfront in Washington, D.C

In the intervening 17 years, this trail
has been essentially conpleted with no intrusions into
its corridor over the entire length of the forner
Georgetown Branch railroad. And it is safe to say
that our coalition has been the nost instrunental
group in this effort.

| appear before you tonight in opposition to the

boat house proposed for siting on tract 102-114. One
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of the reasons for the great success of the Capital
Crescent Trail is that it has a spacious feel as it
proceeds through the C& Canal National H storic Park,
and any devel opment within that park will result in a
di m ni shed trail.

Based on our instructions regarding this
hearing, we understand that we cannot request that the
property remain unzoned, but we would ask that at nost
the property be given a WO zoning and the special
exception for a boathouse use be deni ed.

G ven the possibility of a WO zoning and
a special exception for boathouse usage, some of ny
comments are directed at mtigating the negative
i npacts of such a decision. Those coments are in no
way nmeant to i mply an accept ance of t he
appropri ateness of such devel opnent for tract 102-114.

The tract you are considering for initial
zoning begins 300 feet from the southern term nus of
the CCT, and it abuts the CCT for approxinmtely
450 feet. Currently, the CCT is a paved trail |ocated
in the center of the 30-foot wde forner railroad
right-of-way. The trail has a paved width of 10 feet
with soft shoul ders on each side of approxinmtely two
feet in wdth.

In addition, the trail has from five to
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eight feet on either side of the soft shoul ders before
encountering either the enbanknent of the C&0 Canal
towpath on one side, or the wooded area on the other.
This spacious setting will be conpletely altered by
t he proposed boat house access road.

The paved portion of the trail wll be
shifted from the center of the old right-of-way
approximately 10 feet to the north to a point where
the north edge of the pavenent will be located at the
base of the slope of the C& ) Canal enbanknment and at
sone points cutting into the enbanknent.

This shifting will do away with the soft
shoul der on that side as well as the five to eight
feet of breakdown area. On the south side of the
trail and still within the CCT right-of-way, a new 15-
foot wi de access road, 12 feet of roadway and a three-
foot buffer, to and along the boathouse side wll be
|ocated elimnating the soft shoulder and the
breakdown area on that side as well.

This altered trail will run within the CCT
right-of-way for approximately the first 800 feet of
what was previously restricted from vehicul ar usage.
Gven the high volunme of users on the CCT in that
area, we shoul d be thinking about increasing its wdth

rather than reducing it. Ceorgetown University has
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stated that they wll have infrequent need to access
their boathouse by powered vehicles, yet they wll
have effectively nore width than the incredibly busy
Capital GCrescent Trail if the new entranceway is
i nstall ed.

If this plan is approved as presently
desi gned, the many thousands of trail users, both area
residents and visitors to our city, wll be squeezed
into a 10-foot wde corridor for the entire 4,380
daylight hours available in the year, so the QJ
service vehicles can have their access for a total of
a few hours each year. This seens at best unbal anced.

The applicant has stated all in all
nei t her operation of vehicles nor congestion of people
will inpede the free flow of bikers and pedestrians on
the Capital Crescent Trail

Wile we disagree with that statenent,
especially the assertion of no inpact on vehicular
traffic, nmuch nore inportant is the inpact on the free
flow of trail traffic on a 24/7 basis, due to the
narrowing of the trail from 14 feet to 10 feet. This
is no suburban bike trail. It is the nost heavily
used trail in the netropolitan area, and every inch
along the trail has been built to 14 feet, because

that is what is required to handl e the user | oad.
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For conparison purposes, as best | can
figure, the CCT will have nore user visits in a week
than the boathouse will have in a year. A question

has been raised by Conm ssioner Hood regarding the
bel ated opposition to this proposed devel opnent, and
I'd like to take a few mnutes addressing why the
Coalition did not object until recently.

Beginning in 1996, representatives of our
board attended neetings on the waterfront devel opnent,
and they were told on several occasions that it was in
the trail's best interest not to oppose this project,
as its construction would elimnate the possibility of
a simlar devel opnent approximately one mle further
up the CCT on | and al ready owned by GU.

W were also told that the upstream tract
was of the sane size as the proposed site, and that it
carried with it an ingress/egress easenment out to
Water Street. W accepted that in good faith, and
while we did not like the intrusion on the park, there
was apparently no recourse. As a matter of fact, the
presence of that upstream parcel has essentially |ed
to a mantra for folks advocating for putting GJs
boat house on this tract.

"Save the CCT by building the boathouse

near the eastern end." Al though their treatnent of
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the trail at that end hardly seens to be comng from
anyone interested in its users.

Earlier this year we gradually becane
aware of facts that cast serious doubt on the validity
of sone of those clains. First and forenost, while
bei ng the same size from an acreage point of view, the
upstream parcel is, to put it mldly, not properly
shaped for a boat house.

It is an elongated rectangl e being 45 feet
in depth and running approximately 1,080 feet along
the old railroad right-of-way, now the CCT right-of-
way. And it has frontage on the Potomac River for
only the downstreamthird of its |ength.

Al 'so, the access easenent ends at the
eastern end of the parcel, so access from one end of
the 1,080-foot length to the other would have to be
al ong an access road |ocated on the property, reducing
the maxi mum buildable footprint to approximately 33
feet.

In addition, that parcel is approximtely
15 feet below the level of the CCT, and its northern
property line falls somewhere along the base of the
fill slope for the railroad bed in that area. Thi s
would likely further reduce the footprint width to

sonmething like 30 feet.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

181

Wen discussing the requested zoning
variance for the proposed site, the applicant, the
O fice of Planning, and other supporters have referred
to tract 102-114 as being "narrow " | wonder what
adjective would be used to describe the tract
currently owned by GQU, given that it is less than half
the width of this narrow site?

How exactly did QU plan to build its 78-
foot boat bays, which are supposed to be oriented
perpendi cular to the river, its 46- by 93-foot row ng
tank, and it's 40- by 72-foot exercise/party roomon a
30-wi de footprint?

Further, that tract has been underwater
several tines already this year, and add to that the
opposition of the Park Service that would be expected
to building anything in that area, and the public
pressure to not disrupt the CCT, and it's extrenely
unlikely that anything would have ever been built
t here.

As the expression goes, upon further
review, we find the previous argunent given to us
justifying this intrusion on the Capital O escent
Trail to be far from conpelling, and even sonmewhat
guesti onabl e.

My purpose for precisely describing the
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upstream property goes beyond pointing out how we were
not given all of the information that an organi zation
shoul d have before deciding whether or not to support
sonething that will inpact its nmenbers. It also goes
to the issues of conprom se and fairness.

Let's nmake a conparison between what the
applicant started with -- a "super narrow piece of
land, " subject to flooding at an annoying frequency,
| ocated relatively far away from their canpus and the
main row ng activities, and then what they are getting
-- a much better shaped piece of land ideally |ocated
with respect to their canpus, dry except during
serious river flooding, and full river frontage across
the full length of the site.

For sake of argunent, let's say that the
Comm ssion decides to place WO zoning on tract 102-
114 and grant a special exception for a boathouse.
Gven all of the other benefits that GU gets in being
able to build on this site rather than the one they
currently own, should all the neighbors, or those who
use facilities neighboring this site, also be asked to
sacrifice so that GUJ can get every single thing they
want ?

Here are sonme areas of conprom se that

could lessen the inpact of a boathouse on tract 102-
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114 on the Capital Crescent Trail and its users.
Based on ASHTO standards, the mnimm overall wdth
for this type trail is 14 feet. VW have even
mai ntai ned that width on nunerous bridges and tunnels
along the Capital Crescent Trail where wdth is at a
prem um

In this instance, at a mninmm any
service road for tract 102-114 should be |ocated on
that site once it gets to the property line, instead
of inside the CCT right-of-way as presently desi gned.

Gven that there is sone extra space at
the eastern end of the Capital Cescent Trail on the
northern side, as well as the fact that the Canoe C ub
angles away fromthe trail as it heads to the west, a
trail access road conbination could be designed so as
not to squeeze the CCT at all, if the access road were
to be located within tract 102-114 once it reaches
t hat property.

Further danmage to the CCT conmes from the
size and location of the proposed boathouse itself.
At present, users of the trail traveling towards the
Ceorgetown end are greeted by a view of Potomac R ver
and the Key Bridge as they cone around the final bend
heading in that direction. That view wll Dbe

conpletely blocked by the proposed boathouse, both
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because of its enornous size relative to anything el se
in the area and its location right up against the old
right-of - way.

Entering the trail from Georgetown, users
are currently greeted alnost imediately by a nost
natural and pleasing setting, including a sense of
spaci ousness. Wth the proposed boat house, they will
be greeted by a walled canyon in which the trail wll
al nost never see the sun

As a matter of fact, given the sun's
|ocation in the southern sky during the winter, trai
users who venture out after this boathouse is
constructed can look forward to shadows and ice al ong
that section of the trail

Wil e we recogni ze that many CCT users are
paying little attention to the details of whatever
view is presented to them as they bike to and from
work, or do a serious jog to relieve their daily
tensions, or perhaps just go for a hike to engage in a
bit of daydreamng, there is a noticeable difference
between the natural setting that currently exists and
even the nost understated and attractive structure one
can i magi ne.

Phot os of these views are included with ny

witten testinony, and | do encourage you to study
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these photos before naking your decision and ask
yoursel ves while viewing themif those views -- if you
feel -- if those views are views you feel confortable
taking away fromthe general public.

| wll note for the record that the
architectural renderings of the boathouse, as seen
from the CCI, which we recently received, are
m sl eading as far as the canal enbankment slopes are
concer ned. In addition, the photo of +the river
supplied by the applicant to illustrate the row ng
courses has a gross msrepresentation of the upstream
parcel currently owned by GU

|'d be happy to review those with you
during any question and answer period following ny
t esti nony.

Again, should the Conmm ssion decide to
proceed with the WO zoning and grant specia
exception for boathouse usage, we would hope that it
would include in the zoning order sone limts on the
building's size and location to mtigate its negative
inpacts on the Capital GCescent Trail and adjacent
park | and.

By reducing the height of the min
roofline so that the nearby Wshington Canoe Cub --

|'"msorry -- reduce the height of the main roofline to
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that of the nearby Wshington Canoe Cub, or to the

"building rising no nore than 40 feet above grade”
agreed to by the National Park Service, the Advisory
Council on Hi storic Preservation, and the D.C State
H storic Preservation Ofice, in their Cctober 1998
nmenor andum of agreenment, the structure would not
conpl etely overwhelm the CCT, not to nmention that the
river views from the C& Canal towpath would be
preserved by such a height limt.

Putting the access road inside tract 102-
114, presunably along the southern property line of
the Capital Crescent Trail right-of-way, would further
lessen its inpact on the trail. Shortening the
building's length by some 75 feet would all ow use of
the open field located on the eastern end of the
property, and would also preserve year-round views of
the river and Key Bridge from the Capital Crescent
Trail, not to nmention conformng to the strict
footprint Iimt of 15,000 square feet noted in the
previ ousl y-nenti oned nmenorandum of agreenent.

The size reductions could be easily
acconplished by renoving the non-river-dependent
features of the boathouse -- that is, the rowi ng tank
and the second floor party/exercise room The

applicants have referred to this 40- by 72-foot space
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as an only an exercise room but | haven't seen any
exercise roons with a fireplace at one end and a
panoram c river view at the other, not to nmention 24-
foot ceilings.

In addition, wuntil very recently, the
official website of the QU Athletic Departnent pointed
out to its readers that they should all |ook forward
to the great parties they would be having in that
room

Also, on that site there was a listing for
roomnamng opportunities. Interestingly, t hey
indicated that the "party roonf was being naned in
menory of Father Healey. Now I'm sure the good Fat her
was a strong proponent of exercise, but | can't
i magi ne that having his nane on an exerci se room woul d
be the highest honor the wuniversity could bestow on
himin this edifice.

The applicant has stated that the only way
to lower the overall height would be an unattractive
flat roof. | would think a 10- to 12-foot ceiling in

an exercise room would be another solution to this

pr obl em Wuld it be nice to have such features
onsite? O course it would. Is it necessary? Not at
all, especially if locating those activities on canpus

woul d greatly | essen the visual and physical inpact of
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this site on its surroundi ngs.

Finally, there is the inpact to the trai
from having service vehicles and boat trailers using
t he adjoining service road. Georgetown University has
a know edge that the trailers will likely cross onto

the trail when backing the boats in at the far end of

the property. And given the narrowness of the
entranceway, it is highly likely that any vehicle
using it will wander over onto the pavenent of the

Capital Crescent Trail

Gven the few times each year that racing
shells wll have to be transported to and from the
proposed boat house, we would recomend that the boat
trailers stop at the end of the Water Street and the
shell s be wal ked in fromthat point.

Havi ng wat ched the video of the Thonpson's
Boat house operation, it is clear that the crews can
easily manage walking the shells for the required
di stance, and this would renobve one nore vehicular
intrusion fromthe trail corridor.

As a matter of fact, we cannot see why any
vehicles, other than energency vehicles or service
vehi cl es required for repairing or repl aci ng
conponents of the physical plant, should have access

to the site. No shuttle buses or drop-off cars, no
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cleaners, no caterers, etcetera. If QU wants
conveni ent access to its site, it should be proposing
an on-street |ocation.

We woul d strongly encourage the Conm ssion
to include such restrictions on vehicular access
t hrough zoning orders if they should decide to vote in
favor of the applicant.

In closing, we would like to suggest that
the solution to the problem is not swapping the GJ
owned tract for the one you are considering here, but
instead swapping it for one of the sites along Water
Street where a boathouse could be located with ful
street access and no inpact on the Capital OCrescent
Trail or the C&) Canal National Hi storic Park in which
it is |ocated.

For all of these reasons, | encourage you
to protect the Capital Crescent Trail and the entrance
of its many users by denying the proposed boathouse
| ocati on. Short of that, | encourage you to protect
the preexisting interests of all those currently using
this area by limting the size and scope of any
boat house that you approve.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Thank you, M.

Brooks. That was good timng al so.
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Col | eagues, any questions of M. Brooks?
Any questions of M. Brooks?

M. Brooks, let nme just -- you nentioned
that the shells should be walked in from K Street
How heavy are the shells?

MR BROOKS: | don't know the weights, but
the applicants provided us wth a video of the
operation at Thonpson's Boat Center. And there were
nunerous shots in those videos of the eight-nmenber
crews walking the boats from the spot where they're
stored in Thonpson's out to the water and placing them
in the water. So | don't know what the weight is, but
the crew seens to have no problem carrying them

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay. Vell, we
won't take any comment from the -- we'll find out
| ater.

MR BROCKS: Sure.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: But we won't have
any comments fromthe audience.

MR, BROCKS: | was just basing it on the
vi deo that they provided.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HQOOD: Ckay, from the
Vi deo. Ckay, I'Il find that out. | just was
wondering if that was doabl e.

That's all | have.
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No ot her questions?

Now we want to systematically do this in
an organi zed fashion. W nmay not have to do it, but
we're going to do some cross exam nation. What |
would like to do is ask the applicant if you want to
do cross examnation of either M. Schuete, M.
Mopsi g, or M. Brooks -- in that order.

So | would ask if -- for exanple, if your
architect has a question of all three, that he cone at
one tine. M. Goss, if you have a question of all
three, that you cone at one tine. So we can do it in
an organi zed fashi on.

So at this tinme, if the applicant has any
cross examnation of any of the three parties. And,
again, we do plan -- we wll finish tonight. Metro
closes at 12:00, so let that be a signal.

(Laughter.)

MR JOHNSON. The bike trail is open 24/7.

(Laughter.)

There are so many things we're getting
ripped on that I'd like to nmake sure | get into a
nunber of them

Larry, you conment on the view from the
towpath and blocking the view of the Washington

Monunent . Is there anyplace on the towpath you can
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see the Washi ngton Monunent fromthis site up?

MR SCHUETE: Absol utely.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: He actually
answered that the way we wanted himto answer, SO --

(Laughter.)

MR JOHNSON: And this is a view clearly
-- a clear view of the river fromthe towath. As you
go on upstream -- because there's no trees grow ng
there. As you go on upstream are there other sites
at this tinme of the year that are clear views?

MR SCHUETE: Absol utely.

MR JOHNSON:  And what are sone of those?

MR SCHUETE: As close as 50 neters, five
neters, 10 nmeters, right on up the river.

MR JOHNSON: There were some pictures in
one of these subm ssions that | don't have.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: I"m sorry. Wich
one was that? Are you tal king about what M. Mpsig
present ed?

Let ne do this. Let ne ask you, before
you speak, can you turn your m ke on?

MR MOPSIG Ch, I'msorry.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: If you re not
speaki ng, could you turn your m ke off?

MR MOPSIG Referring to the picture from
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May 20, 2003? That was taken right fromthe |ocation

where the proposed boat house will be.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  Ckay.

MR JOHNSON:  Pictures fromthe towpath of
the river.

MR MOPSI G But you're referring to
Fi gure 47

MR JOHNSON: | don't have it.

MR MOPSIG Well, here it is.

MR JOHNSON.  Right.

MR MOPSIG That was taken right fromthe
|ocation at the boathouse, the proposed boathouse
site. | personally took it.

MR JOHNSON: Right. And do you recognize
-- | don't know where this is that you have taken, but
do you recogni ze any of that through here?

MR MPSIG Wll, it's hard for nme to do
t hat, because your photos are not the way | woul d take
them Sone of them are taken from across the towpath
on the Canal Road side, so | can recognize that. I
can see the water in the foreground.

MR JOHNSON:  Correct.

MR MOPSIG |'ve taken mne directly from
the towpath, and | wll tell you sonething else.

Being a very serious amateur photographer, it's very
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easy to take a picture that shows nothing. It's nuch
nore difficult to show what you really want.
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let nme just say

this, so we can cut to the chase, M. Mbpsig.

MR MOPSI G That was an  honest
phot ogr aph.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOCOD: Ri ght. M.
Johnson, let ne just say, while | understand where

you're going, but on this Commssion | have sat on a
case where one mnute there was a |lot of cars parked
sonewhere at the sane time, and the next mnute there
weren't any cars.

MR MPSIG Rght. Wll, I --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So it depends on
how we take the phot ograph.

MR MOPSI G M/ point also is that it
really doesn't matter -- at a specific nonment where
the view is blocked, the point is for half the year
the view is not blocked at all. There are certainly
lots of gaps as you wal k down, and it's easy to see as
you walk it. And the view is determned by
everything, including when the leaves are not in the
trees, and that certainly is there as shown in the
figures.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Right.
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MR MOPSI G It's a historic view going

back to 1860.

MR JOHNSON: Larry, you mentioned that
you first saw these drawings of the boathouse in
Novenber of 2002.

MR SCHUETE: That's ny recollection.

MR JOHNSON. R ght. And do you renenber
ny visiting at Washington Canoe Cue a year before
that date and sharing those drawings with the board
and yoursel f?

MR SCHUETE: | recall a set of draw ngs
t hat had no scale on them

MR JOHNSON: The sane drawi ngs that we
shared with you in Novenber of 2002, did we share with
you i n Decenber of 20017

MR SCHUETE: Not to ny recollection.

MR JOHNSON: Do you recall ny pointing
out via e-mail an appearance that we were nmaking to
present our boathouse to the Waterfront Conmm ssion in

Novenmber of 20017

MR SCHUETE: I"d like to see that. You
obviously have it. | don't recall that.
MR JOHNSON: Ri ght. "Il submt it in

the rebuttal.

The point is we're being ripped on hol di ng
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t hi ngs back, and when we shared them with you that's
di st ur bi ng.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCD: M. Johnson, |et
me just ask you --

MR JOHNSON:  Yes, |'msorry.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: -- to please ask a
guestion on the testinony.

MR JOHNSON: Al right. In the boathouse
conparisons that you' ve done, did you take into
account the size of the prograns of t hose
uni versities?

MR SCHUETE: | did, in the sense that |

| ooked at, for exanple, the nunber of all-Anerican

athletes that the prograns represented. | looked in
general to see how nmany athletes, where | could, but
you'll notice | didn't put that data in because |
couldn't get a «conplete picture across all the

uni versities.

But | would say that 30 percent of the
female all-Anericans in 2002, which | saw in Row 2K,
were from universities wth boathouses snaller than
your proposed boat house.

MR JOHNSON:. The point is if you made no
conparison to the size of program that we are trying

to establish, that to conpare those other boathouses
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isn't -- it seens to ne it's not a direct conparison.
MR SCHUETE: | would submt that this is
an identical conparison. And, in fact, nost of the

universities that | show the boathouses for are |arger
by quite a bit, except for Princeton -- well,
Princeton is smaller. | see no correlation between
boat house size and undergraduate student body, which
is the pool fromwhich you would pull your athletes.

The only correlation | see between
boat house size and university is, | would submt, in
al utmi dol | ars.

MR JOHNSON: W're trying to build a
boat house -- |I'msorry.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCD: Do ne a favor --
could you just ask a question?

MR JOHNSON:.  Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: W know you're
trying to building a boathouse.

MR JOHNSON: Well, that was leading into
a question.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  You seem |like you
want to take us down one road, and then you give us a
guesti on.

MR JOHINSON: Right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  So just take your
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time and give us a question.

MR JOHNSON: Vell, | would like to ask
sone questions about the conparison of the boathouses
in relation to the conparison of the prograns. And I
woul d start with any one of those.

Li ke, for instance, Boston University, the

first one. | don't have your list either, Larry, but
I'm going -- | assune you did them in al phabetical
order. |Is there any consideration of the size of the

Boston University program when you conpare it to the
Ceor get own proposed boat house?

MR SCHUETE: | saw indications for 200
athletes, space for 200 athletes in the Boston
Uni versity boat house. They also have an 18,000
st udent body.

MR JOHNSON: Do you know how many people
are rowing at Boston University in conparison to
Ceor get own' s?

MR SCHUETE: Again, | can only state that
| saw indications for space for 200 athl etes.

MR JOHNSON: Ri ght. Do you know that
their programin varsity prograns is half the size of
Ceor get own' s?

MR SCHUETE: | can say that | did not

know t hat, Tony. | amnot a -- and very careful. I
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showed, wunlike other subm ssions which showed three
very large buildings, | tried to show all of the
boat houses. You, 1in your testinmony, referred to
conpar abl e boat houses.

MR JOHNSON: Right.

MR SCHUETE: And there was nuch
di scussi on i n boat houses, not in prograns.

MR JOHANSON: Right.

MR SCHUETE: | didn't know | was required
-- |1 didn't think it was fair for me to analyze
pr ogr ans.

MR JOHINSON: R ght. Okay. The last one
on boathouses was there are a couple of situations
where universities had nore than one boathouse. Dd
you take that into account?

MR SCHUETE: Yes, | did. In particul ar,
Harvard and Cornell -- Cornell has two boat houses, you
know, a two-bay right next to their three-bay. And,
of course, at Harvard they have Newel |l and Wl dt.

MR JOHNSON:. Right. How many bays in the
Cor nel | boat houses?

MR SCHUETE: A total of five according to
their website.

MR JOHNSON Ri ght. Vell, that's not

correct. And how about --
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MR SCHUETE: They need to check that.

MR JOHNSON: How about at Syracuse and at
Dar t nout h?

MR SCHUETE: Dartnmouth says they have
three bays and 30 shells. | would note that's nore
than Georgetown right now And you asked about
Syracuse, they claim to have four bays. They al so
have 12, 000 under gr ads.

MR JOHNSON: Ri ght. And you don't have
any data on the second boat houses of either of those
prograns?

MR SCHUETE: | have no data on the second
boat houses of those prograns.

MR JOHNSON: Right. | don't want to take
nore tine with this. | think we'll try and deal with
sone of that in rebuttal

Are you aware at Princeton where the
national team trains that they also use another
boat house?

MR SCHUETE: | was not aware of that.

MR JOHNSON: Right.

MR SCHUETE: Again, no one nentioned to
me that the national teamtrained them

MR JOHNSON: | won't take any nore of

your time now. Thank you.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Comm ssi oner May,

did you want to say sonethi ng?

COWM SSI ONER  MAY: No. | think if we've
noved on, that's --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  (kay. Al right.
Any nore cross exam nation? No nore cross
exam nati on?

Al right. Wll, any other questions,
col | eagues? Conment s?

kay. W will close out. | want to thank
you, parties, appreciate it.

M. Bastida, what kind of dates are we
| ooki ng at?

MR BASTIDA: Ckay. M. Chairnman, | would
like to ask a question to the applicant. Is the
applicant proposing to submt any new information, or
they are only proposing to do rebuttal ?

MR GRCSS: W are proposing to do
rebuttal, M. Bastida.

BASTIDA: Only rebuttal.
GRCOSS: Yes.

BASTI DA:  Ckay.

2 ® 3 3

GRCSS: But | want to raise before --
if I may, M. Chairman, before M. Bastida goes on --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Sure.
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MR GROSS: -- earlier today | agreed when

M. Bastida called that we would just do rebuttal in
writing. But given the nature and extent of sone of
the technical issues raised, and so on, we believe it
would be nore fair if we could have 20 or 25 m nutes
orally, and then supplenent that with witten, nerely
because, you know, the effect on the Conm ssioners and
even the audience participants, in terns of what is
accurate and what is fair, is different if it's heard
in the hearing room at least in a summary form on
certain key points.

And | know we don't want to, you know,
keep the Conm ssioners |ater than necessary, but is
there a possible conpromse thereis all I'm--

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: W can conproni se,

but I would ask that we -- here's one of the other
reasons that | thought that it would be good to do
rebuttal in witing, and that was because our

chairperson is not here. You nmay say sonething that
-- you know, you may say sonething -- while trying to
be accurate, you may say sonething and not wite it.

So | was hoping that we could all have the
sane information at the sane tine, because she is
going to be voting on this.

MR GROSS: Ch, sure.
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VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCD: So, | nean, |

would not like to do 30 mnutes or 25. | would like
to do maybe 10 or 15, if you really just have to have
rebuttal. | don't know how much nore you can tell us
that you can't wite and tell us, other than to save
you sone writing.

MR GROSS: kay. M. Brown is indicating
we Wil just doit in witing.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Do it that way.

MR GRCSS: But in response to the
previ ous question, the National Park Service does have
one piece of additional new information that we woul d
like to put in the record. And | haven't received
copies of the parties' statenents. And that new piece
of information we will serve on them

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Let me go
back to your first statenent, M. G oss. You have not
gotten copies of the testinmony fromthe parties?

MR GROSS: Oh, fromone, | apol ogize.

VICE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Cay. M.
Schuete, M. Brooks, could we nake sure that that
happens?

MR SCHUETE: kay, sure.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: That all parties

-- let's make sure that that happens tonight.
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MR, BASTI DA | had requested from the

applicant -- fromthe parties to provide you a copy of
their testinony.

MR GRCSS: They have now. They have now.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: So we're all
straight. So that's taken care of.

MR CGRCOSS:  Yes.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOCD: Ckay. M. Goss,
you sai d sonething el se after that?

MR GROSS: Onh, the Park Service. | had
said before, just briefly, that we wouldn't be
submtting any additional new information to the
record, but it turns out that the Park Service wll
submit one new item

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOOD: The only thing
that's newis going to be fromthe Park Service.

MR GRCSS: Right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Ckay. M.
Bastida, let's take all the new information and give
that, | think, a different deadline fromthe rebuttal.

MR BASTIDA: Right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MR BASTI DA:  Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  So if you can --

MR BASTI DA: Al'l  subm ssions, including
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the Ofice of Planning information, will be submtted

to the Conm ssion on Friday, June 27th,

responses to the new subm ssions wll

by 3:00. Al

be provided to

t he Comm ssion by 3:00 on Friday, July 11th.

Rebut t al and findings

conclusions of law -- okay. Rebu

of f act and

ttal from the

applicant will be provided to the Conm ssion by 3:00

on Friday, July 18th. And findings

and fact and

conclusions of law by any of the parties -- the

applicant and the parties -- can -- W
to the Conmssion, if you choose to do
Friday, July 18th.

And then, the Comm ssion
these at a regularly-schedul ed neeting
Commi ssion. And that takes care of al

Hood.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M.

going to ask you to repeat that for t

when | read ny closing statenent, | wl

Il be provided

so, by 3:00 on

wi Il consider
of the Zoning

the dates, M.

Bastida, |'m
he record. So

| just refer to

what you said, so if you could repeat that.

MR BASTI DA Cay. A

are due by 3:00 on Friday, June 27th.

new subm ssi ons

Responses by

the applicants and all the parties are due to the

Comm ssion on Friday, July 11th, a

applicant's rebuttal is due to the
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Friday, April 18th at 3:00. | nean, July -- sorry,

July 18th, thank you, at 3:00. And findings of fact
and conclusions of law from all the parties and the
applicant are due also on Friday, July 18th, at 3:00
in the afternoon.

And that covers all the subm ssions. And
| would imagine that then the record will close on
Friday, June 27th, but for the itens that | have
stated that the Comm ssion has requested.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. So the
record is going to close on Friday, June 27th.

MR BASTIDA: Right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let nme just ask --

MR BASTI DA: But for what -- you know,
for what --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: For other things
that we've asked for.

MR BASTIDA: R ght.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Not hi ng new.

MR BASTIDA: Right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Let me just ask
the Ofice of Planning -- | know there were sone
things that they were working on. Are those dates
okay with you, M. Lawson?

MR LAWSON:  Yes, they are. Thank you.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

207
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Ckay. (Good.

Cay. If everything is in order, and
everybody is okay, let nme say, |adies and gentlenen,
the other nenbers of the Commssion and | wsh to
thank you for your testinony and assistance in this
heari ng. The record in this case wll close on
June 27th. After that, the required information that
was previously stated by M. Basti da.

The Comm ssion wll mnmake a decision in
this case at one of its regular nonthly neetings
followng the closing of the record. These neetings
are held at 1:30 on the second Mnday of the nonth
wi th sonme exceptions and are open to the public.

| f any individual is interested in
followng this case further, please contact staff to
determ ne whether this case is on the agenda of a
particul ar neeting.

You should also be aware that should the
Conm ssion propose affirmative action, the proposed
action must be published in the D C Register as
proposed rulemaking wth a period of tinme for
conment s. In addition, the proposed rulenmaking wll
be referred to the National Capi t al Pl anni ng
Comm ssion for federal inpact review.

The Zoning Commssion wll take final
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action at a public neeting follow ng receipt of public
comments from NCPC comments, after which a witten
final rulemaking and order will be published.

| now declare this public hearing --
before I do that, let me thank you for comng out I
think it was three or four nights, and thank you for
your patience, and appreciate you comng out and
of fering testinony.

| now declare this -- tonight's public
heari ng adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 10:38 p.m, the proceedi ngs

in the foregoing matter were adjourned.)
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