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6:33 p.m

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:. Good evening, | adies
and gentlenen. This is a public hearing of the Zoning
Comm ssion of the District of Colunbia for Thursday,
June 26, 2003. M/ nanme is Carol Mtten, and joining
nme this evening are Vice Chairman Anthony Hood and
Conm ssioners Peter May and Janmes Hannaham and we
expect to be joined by Comm ssioner John Parsons
shortly.

VW have two cases before us this evening,
and they have different rules of procedure, so 17211
call them separately. The first case for this evening
is Zoning Commssion Case No. 03-15. This is a
request by the Bennett Career Institute for a map
anmendment for Lot 827 in Square 3657, fromR4 to C 1.

Notice of today?s hearing was published in

the D.C. Register on May 9, 2003, and if you?d |like a

copy of today?s hearing announcenent it?s available to
you on the wall bin near the door.

This hearing, the first hearing, wll be
conducted in accordance with the provisions of 11 DCWVR
Section 3022, and those are the rules of procedure for
contested cases. The order of procedure will be as

foll ows: prelimnary rmatters, followed by the
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presentation of the applicant?s case, the report of
the Ofice of Pl anni ng, reports  of any ot her
government agencies, report of the affected Advisory
Nei ghborhood Conmi ssion, and in this case it?s 5C
parties and persons in support, parties and persons in
opposition, and then rebuttal and concluding remnarks
by the applicant.

The following tine constraints wll be
mai ntained in this hearing. The applicant wll have
15 mnutes, any parties wll have 15 m nutes,
organi zations wll have five mnutes, and individuals
will have three mnutes. The Conmi ssion intends to
adhere to the time limts as strictly as possible in
order to hear the case in a reasonable period of tine.
The Comm ssion reserves the right to change the tine
l[imt for presentations if necessary and notes that no
time shall be ceded.

Parties may at any tine object to a
guestion posed to a witness by another party or to
evi dence sought to be introduced into the record if it
is irrelevant, immterial, or unduly repetitious. The
Comm ssioners as well may request that such testinony
or evidence not be received or that such evidence be
struck fromthe record.

All per sons appeari ng bef ore t he
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Comm ssion are to fill out two wtness cards. Those
are the small cards on the table near the door. Upon
comng forward to speak to the Conm ssion please give
both cards to the reporter who is sitting to our
right.

The decision of the Commssion in this
case must be based exclusively on the public record.
To avoid any appearance to the contrary, the
Conm ssion requests that persons present not engage
the nmenbers of the Comm ssion in conversation during a
recess or at any other tine. Staff wll be avail able
t hr oughout t he heari ng to di scuss pr ocedur al
guestions, and you can direct those questions to M.
Bastida or Ms. Schellin.

Please turn off all beepers and cell
phones at this tine so as not to disrupt these
pr oceedi ngs.

At this tinme, the Conm ssion will consider
any prelimnary matters.

M. Bastida, any prelimnary natters?

MR BASTIDA: The applicant has conplied
with the posting and the maintenance of the posting,
and the staff believes that the Comm ssion can proceed
ahead with the hearing.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.
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Are there any other prelimnary matters
related to the first case?

MR BASTI DA: No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al l right.

Wuld all individuals who are planning to
testify in the first case, which is the Bennett Career
Institute, please rise now to take the oath. Anyone
planning to testify in the first case.

Ms. Schel lin.

(Wher eupon, the w tnesses were sworn.)

M5. SCHELLIN: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Then we?l| have the
applicant conme forward now and make your presentation,
and | would just remnd you that the case before us is
a rezoning case, so if you could Iimt your testinony
to the rezoning, while it?s interesting to the
Commi ssion the operation of the Career Institute, it?s
really not relevant to the rezoning itself. So, that
woul d hel p us.

And, let the record reflect that we?ve now
been joi ned by Conmm ssi oner Parsons.

As you begin speaking, if you?d just state
your name for the record.

MR RAY: Ckay, ny nanme is Todd Ray.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Todd Ray?
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MR RAY: Todd Ray, I?m with Studio 27

Archi tecture.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Go ri ght ahead.

MR RAY: Al right, thank you.

First of all, thank you for taking us
tonight and hearing us this evening. | appreciate
that as an effort on your parts.

What |12d like to do is just very briefly
go over, partially because I?2m losing ny voice,
partially because | think you?ve all read through
this, so 1?2l try to be as brief as possible.

The  Bennett Car eer Institute is a
vocat i onal t echni cal school for currently  hair
styling, but it wll be expanding that program into
ot her vocational prograns. It?s currently located in
the Ward 5 area, and it?s going to be shown within the
Ward 5C area, and it wll be staying within the Ward
5C area. It?s very interested and it has been very
active in that comunity.

W saw nmany sites before selecting the one
that we are currently | ooking at and have been worKki ng
on, and so we?ve nmde, | think we visited about 20
different sites, and so we have not cone to this one
wi t hout research

So, in researching this one, 1?21l actually
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just begin by showing you the site, it?s in AppendiXx
A, and | ?m | ooking at what the BZA has put together.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay.

MR RAY: What | just wanted to illustrate
is that you can see the proposed |ocation of the
Bennett Career Institute, which is about the center of
the page, and it?s currently zoned C 1. | mean, |7?m
sorry, it?s currently zoned R 4. | wish it was zoned
C1, hope to get there. But immediately adjacent to
the property Iline to the north is a C1 zoned
property, imediately to the right of +the shared
property line is a property zoned CM 1, across Monroe
Street is an R4, and then to the left of 7" Street to
the west is an R 5A generally it?s an R5 district in
t hat area. So, those are the immediate contacts of
this property.

Currently, the property is about ? it?s
just over 18,000 square feet, and it has a building on
it currently that is three stories plus a walk-out
basenent, that?s 28,000 square feet.

So, what we wer e i nterested in,
particularly on this building, is that the building is
much larger than a majority of the buildings within an
R-4 district, which it is currently zoned. A so, wth

the imediate adjacencies of the C 1 neighborhood
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shopping district to the north and the comercial zone
to the right we felt as though that it nmay be a very
good applicant for a G 1 rezoning consideration. W
felt like because of the separation of Monroe Street
and of 7" Street from any other R zonings that it

could be a good candidate for consideration for

rezoni ng.

Al so, particul arly because we were
proposing that it become a vocational pr ogr am
vocational school, it would fit in with the context of

the other institutional uses that are in the inmediate
vicinity, nanel y, Catholic University covers 90
percent of the northern area that?s pictured on this
map, and then also Trinity Semnary is on the western
southwestern area of this nmap that you can see. There
is a small amount of R4 use of primarily three-story
structures as its highest, small townhouses, row
houses, and | would say about 10 percent of those have
actually been converted into sonme sort of type of
commercial use, like a home office type use or sone
use al ong those I|ines.

If you want to go to a larger context,
maybe t hat ?s good for consi derati on of t he
conprehensive plan, the next page over on this

application you see under A Exhibit A you can see
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that if you begin to extend along not only Monroe
Street but also Mchigan Avenue you can see that we
have quite a bit of additional comercial zoning,
whether it?s the CM1, there?s a GC2-A and there?s
also an industrial type use for the SP-1. That?s in
the bottom part of this overall zoning map. And then
you can see the larger institutional clients, large
institutional uses that are being used in the R5-A
and the R5-A to the left and to the bottom of the
page, which are that general area that?s covered now
by Catholic University and Trinity Coll ege.

And so, as an overall idea, |ooking at
converting this to a G 1 use, which would permt us to
use it as a vocational school, we felt like it would
be, actually, at least the use as a vocational
educational program would be in keeping with the
i mmedi ate surroundi ngs, but also to look at it as a G
1 use it?s also within the context of the larger site,
particularly because of the imediate adjacencies of
the properties, which are G1 and OV 1.

W also wanted to show how it fit in with
the overall Conprehensive Plan. And so, immediately
when | went to the Ofice of Planning to talk to them
we pulled out the Conprehensive Plan and it?s | abel ed

CM1 as a future use, and so that was very exciting
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for us, and so what we needed to find out is how can
we begin to nake that applicable, and that was to do
our due diligence to really research this and find out
if the use was, indeed, conparable to the adjacent
uses.

W feel that it is. Ve feel it is
primarily because the existing site, which was once R
4 and was made up of multiple snmaller sites which were
all about the 1,800 square foot site use or site size
of a typical R4 wuse, and | think at one tine,
historically, it did have residential row houses al ong
that area, but since it?s been redeveloped by, we
think it was, Trinity College, as a semnary,
dormtory, to classroom building, and that?s the way
that it?s programmatically currently broken down
today, and it?s also about 18,000 square feet as a
site, which is ten tinmes the normal site size within
the R4 district.

l?m just going to really quickly in
closing, we wanted to make sure that it was also
consistent with the elenents of the |and use el enent
and the Ward 5 elenent, and so |ooking at those, or
the primary factors, we |ooked at how close it was to
the Metro Station, because it?s really gone into Metro

redevel opnent, and we find that they are trying to
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seek great er concentrations of pl anni ng and
devel opnent, particularly, in redevel opnent, which we

feel this building is, and new growh, which we feel

like this wll foster, and also for the land use
elenment they?d Ilike to plan for a mxed wuse
devel opnent as t he desi gnat ed rail stati ons,

particularly, the central enploynent areas, we feel
like this will become, in the future, a center hub for
a lot of enploynent, as well as the current training
that will be going on, the vocational programis going
to foster a lot of new jobs and new entrepreneuri al
activities in this area.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Anyt hi ng el se?

MR RAY: That will be it.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Let me see if
t he Conm ssion has any questions for you.

Any questions for M. Ray? Any questions?

M. Hannaham did you have a question?

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM  No, thank vyou,
Madam Chai r.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay, thank you.

kay, thank you.

V2l 1 nove now to the Report by the Ofice
of Pl anni ng.

M5. THOMAS. Good evening, Madam Chair,
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nmenbers of the Conmm ssion, |?m Karen Thomas with the
Ofice of Planning, presenting our recommendation on
the proposed nmap anendnent set down in April by
Bennett Career Institute.

BO requested a map anendnent before the
Zoning Comm ssion to rezone their property |ocated at
700 Monroe Street, NE, fromthe R4 Zone to the CG1
Zone District. The applicant appeared before the
Board of Zoning Adjustment in March, 2003, to request
a use variance to allow the school to be established
in the current R4 Zone. The board suggested that a
map amendnent before the Zoning Conm ssion was an
appropriate action, since the proposal was not
acceptable in the current R4 Zone District, and the
anendnment woul d be consistent to the general |and use
map.

In  our previous report before the
Commssion on April 14, the Ofice of Planning
concluded that the proposed use and restrictions on
the property are consistent wth the GC1 Zone
District, the Conprehensive Plan and the adjoining
property to the north of the site, which is simlarly
zoned.

Therefore, we stand on our previous

conclusions and recomend approval of the mp
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amendnent to allow rezoning of the subject lot from
the R4 to the G 1 Zone.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M. Thonas.

Any questions from the Comm ssion for M.

Thomas?

D d you have any questions for Ms. Thomas?

Al right.

| don?t see anyone here from any other
gover nient agenci es, and | al so don?t see a
representative from ANC-5C, but | would note that we

have in the record a letter from the Chairman of ANC
5C in support, M. Berry, and we also have a letter of
support anong other individuals, but especially I
wanted to note the letter of support from Council
Menber Orange who represents Ward 5.

Is there anyone else who would like to
testify in opposition or In support of this
appl i cation?

Al right.

D d you have any concl udi ng remar ks?

MR RAY: W do have in the file a letter
requesting a reply.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Requesting a bench

decision. Ckay.
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So, what?s the pleasure of the Comm ssion
on that score? | think we are getting a positive
sense.

VI CE CHAI RVAN HOOD: Madam Chair, | would
make a notion that we rezone Lot 827, Square 3657,
from R4 to the G1 Zone District, which is filed by
the Bennett Career Institute. | think the record is
conpl et e.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Second.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al'l right.

W have a notion and a second to rezone
Lot 827 and Square 3657 to G 1 fromR-4.

Al'l those in favor please say aye.

(Ayes.)

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Those opposed would
say no.

Ms. Schel l'in?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes, staff would record the
vote 5-0-0 to approve Zoni ng Conm ssion Case No. 03-15
for proposed action, Conmi ssi oner Hood novi ng,
Comm ssi oner Hannaham seconding, and Conmm ssioners
Mtten, May and Parsons in favor.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you.

Now, this will then be referred to NCPC

is that correct?
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MR BASTIDA: That is correct, Mdam
Chai r man.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: (Ckay, just so that you
know, unlike the BZA where they take a single vote, we
take a vote and then we refer everything to the
Nati onal Capitol Planning Comm ssion, and they have,
basically, a 30-day wi ndow to get back to us and then
we can take final action. And, our July neeting is
scheduled for the 31" of July, so would you expect

that we woul d make that date?

MR BASTIDA: | don?t believe that the
National Capitol Planning Commssion wll take it
until i1ts August neeting.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay, so that nmeans we
coul dn?t take final action until Septenber.

| need your m ke on.

MR RAY: | ?2m sorry.

When could we get sonmething in witing on
the position of this body?

CHAIRPERSON M TTEN. We don?t wite an
order wuntil we?ve taken our final vote. So, the
actual order would not be witten until after our
Sept enber neeti ng.

| guess what | can tell you is you can

draw a conclusion ? | nean, | assune there?s a
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contingency in the contract, is that correct?

MR RAY. Yes, we are ? currently, the
deci sion that we?re being presented with this evening,
all of the financing has been based and is holding
based upon this decision, and so we need to, in sone
way, provide them with a docunment or otherw se that
will give thema sense of confort that the funding can
nove forward and the project can nove forward.

What is your reconmendation?

MR BASTI DA: Madam Chai r man?

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Yes.

MR BASTIDA: | can provide them with a
copy of the referral to the NCPC that states your
action of today and so on, and that mght be going a
long way to soothe any doubts of any of the financial
institutions.

MR RAY: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Let ne also ask you,
is there any way to, | don?t know how decisions are
made at NCPC, but this would be pretty low on their ?
it wouldn?t be a big issue on their radar screen, so
is there any del egation to staff?

M. Parsons is on the NCPC staff.

MR RAY: Ch, I?msorry, okay.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: The Pl anni ng
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Conmi ssion meets on July 11", and, of course, their
subnmission date is June 1%, so we are in that
sequence. | mean, | could rmake an inquiry and see if
there?s sone way we could expedite it tonorrow
norni ng, but --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Well, we can ask M.
Bastida to nake the inquiry, | just didn?t know.

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS: There is a mechani sm
for the staff to deal with this, but it?s always
referred to the Conm ssion as a delegated action on a
consent cal endar kind of device. So, whether they
could slide it in I?2mnot sure.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ri ght .

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: But, | can?t inagine
the federal interest will be --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Right, that?s why it
seens kind of ?

MR RAY: That?s exactly why we are asking.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: 1211 see if we can
help with this.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Yes, here?s what we
can do between M. Bastida and M. Parsons, we?l| see
what we can do to expedite getting this on NCPC?s
cal endar. Short of that, we?ll give you as nuch

docunentation as we can, wthin our rules, to show
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where we are in the process, and that?s the best | can
of fer you.

MR RAY: Ckay, that?s appreciated.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

MR RAY: Thank you very much

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you. Thanks for
com ng down.

Al right, we?re ready for the second case
of the evening, and this is Zoning Conmm ssion Case No.
03-10. It?s a request by the Ofice of Planning on
behal f of the Public Libraries for a text amendnent in
accordance with 11 DCOVR, Sections 191, 201, 601, 901,
2101 and 2104, to permt the use of public libraries
as a mtter of right within any residential, m xed
use, special purpose, conmercial, comercial |ight
manuf acturing, industrial or waterfront district.

Notice of this hearing was also published

in the DDC_Register on My 9, 2003, and the hearing

announcenent for this hearing is also available to you
on the wall bin near the door.

This particular hearing will be conducted
in accordance with the provisions of 11 DCVR Section
3021, which are the Rules of Procedure for Rul enmaking
Cases.

The order of procedure in this case wll
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be as follows: prelimnary matters, followed by the
presentation by the Ofice of Planning, reports of any
ot her governnment agencies, report by affected Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Conm ssions, and in this case it would
affect all ANCs, if any choose to weigh in,
organi zations and persons in support, organizations
and persons in opposition.

Again, we?l|l have the time constraints of
organi zations wll have five mnutes and individuals
will have three mnutes, and the bal ance of ny opening
statement is the sane so | won?t repeat it, since |
don?t think there?s anyone el se, anyone new here.

So, we?ll nove directly to any prelimnary
matters that M. Bastida may have.

MR BASTIDA: The staff has no prelimnary
matters, Madam Chai r man.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay, then | think
we?l |l just nove right to the report by the Ofice of
Planning. M. Mrdfin, is this you?

MR MORDFI N Good eveni ng, Madam Chair and
Menbers of the Commi ssion, ny nane is Stephen Mrdfin
with the Ofice of Planning, and this is Zoning
Conmi ssion Case No. 03-10, a text amendnent to permt
the wuse of public libraries wthin the Zoning

Regul at i ons.
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The O fice of Planning has reviewed and
addressed the concerns of the Zoning Comm ssion from
the public hearing of Mrch 10, 2003. Most of the
public library branches contain neeting roons, but
none contain auditoriuns, and the Zoning Regul ations
do not <contain a parking requirenent for neeting
r oomns.

There are sone surrounding jurisdictions
that contain a parking requirenent for auditoriuns
wi t hout fixed seati ng, however, this S not
appropriate for a meeting room as it?s a different
type of use.

Wthin t he zoni ng or di nances and
regul ati ons about the jurisdictions, none broke down
the uses of a branch library into its conponent parts.
As neeting roons are a comobn part of many branch
libraries, it could be assuned that a neeting roomis
considered as a possibility when the parking
requi renents were established.

The applicant has indicated to the Ofice
of Planning that they visited all branch libraries and
found that sufficient parking existed at each library.
Therefore, the Ofice of Planning does not reconmrend
that additional parking be provided for the neeting

roons.
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The O fice of Planning does recomend that
one | oading space be provided at branch libraries to
accommodate the delivery vans that |load daily at the
branch libraries.

The Ofice of Planning also did not
i nclude the zoning of an unzoned branch libraries as a
part of this application, because this application is
a text amendnent and the zoning of the libraries would
be a map anendnent.

And, that concludes the presentation of
the O fice of Planning.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

Any questions for the Ofice of Planning?

W have received a submssion from
Lindsley WIllianms, and he raises sone issues that |
don?t know if you?ve had a chance to review his
subm ssion or not. Can you let nme know if you have?
Have you?

MR MORDFIN W did receive it this
af t er noon.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Did you have a chance
to take a look at it or not?

MR MORDFIN | did read through it.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay.

l?2d just ask you for your response to a
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couple of the things that he raised. The first is the
notion of nmaking a distinction between a public
l[ibrary and a library. Do you have any thoughts on
that, whether that?s a worthwhile distinction?

MR MORDFIN.  Well, we did nake the
distinction when we put through this as a public
library, an amendnent to add public libraries to the
Zoning Regul ati ons. Currently in the Zoning
Regul ations, there is a use called library that?s
within sone of the zoned districts, and we thought
that we would separate them because we thought that a
public library is nore likely to be used by the people
within the surrounding area, whereas if you had a
larger library that mght be a part of nmaybe a
nati onal association or part of a university you are
probably drawing from a |arger population, people
comng from different places, and people that would
nore likely drive into the Gty to use, rather than
the branch library that?s down the street. And, for
t hat reason we separated the two.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

On that particular point, and this is a
point that he raises |later about the size and the fact
that in the definitions the largest public library

under the definition that would be permtted at all is
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20,000 square feet. So, where does the potentially
new main library fit into that?

MR MORDFIN. Well, this didn?t cover the
main library, because that?s Jlocated wthin the
Central Area, and as such it is not subject to zoning.
And so, this was just neant to ?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: And, you consi der that
it wll always be in the Central Area, is that right?

MR MORDFIN. That was our assunption.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

MR MORDFIN. That the central library
woul d be downt own.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

There was also an issue that he raised,
just language issue, about saying for the smaller
facilities, the comunity public library and the kiosk
public library, using the term portable structure as
opposed to just saying a building. Wat?s --

MR MORDFIN Well, for the definitions we
relied on the public library to tell us what these
uses were, and we thought that they were the best ones
for defining the different uses. And, we took their
definitions and i ncorporated them

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Wuld you see that

there?s any change in neaning if we were just to
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substitute the word building for portable structure?
MR MORDFIN. No, | think that would be
accept abl e.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

Anyone else have any questions? Al l
right.

M. May?

COW SSIONER MAY: No, | just wanted to
enphasi ze that point, | also found that part of the

definition rather odd, and there?s also this ? let?s
see, there was sonething else that struck me about
these definitions, unfortunately | didn?t nmake a note
about it, portable is definitely an odd thing, and it
made it difficult for nme to discern the difference
bet ween the community public library and the comunity
? or the public kiosk library. So, I?2mglad that if we
nove that to just a structure maybe 21 2

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: You nean building
i nst ead?

COW SSI ONER  MAY:  I1?2m sorry, building,
right, nove it to building.

Hopefully, ny other point will return to
nme before we conclude this.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

COW SSI ONER MAY: That?s it for now.
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CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Anyone el se?

Al right, | don?t know if there?s anyone
here from the District of GColunbia Public Library
System who would like to testify, because we have a
statenment in the record. Al right.

Any other governnment agencies represented
here tonight? Ckay.

Any ANCs represented here tonight that
would like to weigh on in this significant topic?

Anyone who would like to testify in
support cone forward. Could you push the button in
the mddle of the base to turn on the m ke, and then
state your nane for the record when you begin
testifying.

M5. JONES: Good evening. M/ nanme is
Thel ma E. Jones. | live at 2217 T Place, S.E., and
| 2m the President of the Fairlawn Ctizens Association
and al so a nenber of the Friends of Anacostia Library.
| am here today in support of the zoning change for
the District of Colunbia for the text anendnent to
Title 11 of the Dstrict of Colunbia Minicipal
Regul ations 191, 201, 601, 901, 2101, and 2104, for
the text anmendnent to be included in the Zoning
Regul ations of the District of Colunmbia. And, we are

in support of these regulations for them to be
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i ncl uded.

That?s all | have to say. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay, thank you, M.
Jones, for com ng down. Thank you.

Is there anyone else who would like to
testify in support?

Anyone else who would like to testify in
opposition? W need to have a mddle category, how
about qualified support.

M5. ZARTMAN. My nane is Barbara Zartman, |
live at 1642 35" Street, and |?m here this evening for
the Conmttee of 100 on the Federal City.

Until a short while ago | was going to
begin by saying we did not have concerns about ki osks
and portable facilities, but it?s beginning to sound
like those portable buildings are the equivalent of
trailers, and | would find that a very troubling
change in residential zoning, to allow trailers in

whi ch people conme and go to be part of any residential

cat egory.

And really, that?s where the thrust of ny
comments will go. Certainly, we all love libraries,
and have had our lives enriched by them but the

guestion of how many additional public facilities with

their own requirenents for parking and at tines high-
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volume activity are appropriate in residential zones,
certainly as a matter of right, as opposed to specia
exception, where at least comunities have sone
opportunity to put on the record before decision
makers what they believe the troubling effects of the
proposed facility m ght be.

But, of particular concern are proposals
that we have heard recently for multi-use facilities
containing libraries on sonme floors of a structure,
and | think any rule making woul d have to address that
potential, because you would, | presume, want to
assure that the nost restrictive zoning would apply if
you had a commercial residential building on which two
floors were a public library. And, that?s, we think,
a shortcoming in the proposal as witten

W did wonder what has brought this issue
before you. Has there been a trouble in finding sites
for library facilities in the other accepting zones
across the dty? VW were unaware of any, and
certainly to go to matter of right to address a
problem that hasn?t been articulated to ny know edge
rai ses questions. But, so does the fact that this is
part of a series of steps that the Conmm ssion has been
asked to undertake that would change residential

zoni ng, police facilities, broadcast facilities,
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governnental wuses, now libraries, and this gets to
mass up to be a serious enough question that | would
think this would be sonmething that would be an
anendnment to the Conprehensive Plan that would change
the scope and character of residential districts as a
whol e, rather than doing it in the salam approach of
this case, and this case, and this case, because the
basis on which you are permtted to nmake decisions is
much narrower than that broader political decision of
what the character of residential neighborhoods in the
District of Colunbia will be. And yet, by taking case
after case in a rule naking fashion, we are naking
changes, and | think the broader nore open discussion
of the cumulative inpact would be a good thing for
Di strict nei ghborhoods.

W are, as | say, supportive of libraries,
but the question of whether facilities that, if they
are successful, are places where lots of people cone
and go all the tinme, have neeting roons, ANC neetings,
do all sorts of other things, if you are going to site
such very active large facilities in a residential
zone | think you want to be able to justify it as a
speci al exception, rather than offer a conmunity no
opportunity to speak up about the change.

And, that was the thrust of the concerns
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that we on the board wanted to share with you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Let ne ask you about
the first concern that you raised about portable
structure and whether trailers wuld be used. It was
suggested, and | think there?s some support on the
Comm ssion, for just substituting instead of portable
structure buil ding. Wul d you be in support of that
change to the two definitions that have portable
structure?

M5, ZARTMAN. Well, | presuned there was a
reason why the libraries asked for portability, I
presuned that this would be a noveable facility of
sone kind, a library truck, but 1 guess we need
greater definition. The size difference is so great
that it doesn?t raise the issues that a very large
facility woul d rai se.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. | guess | was just
trying to ? | was just asking you to focus on the
first issue, which is, if we change the definition to
read building, you know, a District of Colunbia public
library housed in a building containing whatever
anount of square footage, then that would elimnate
the potential for trailers. Wul d that address the
concern?

M5. ZARTMAN It would address ny concern,
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| ?m not sure it would address the |ibrary?s.

CHAIRPERSON M TTEN: | understand that
part. Ckay.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Madam Chair, can we get
sone clarification from the Ofice of Pl anning. My
understandi ng of why it was phrased that way had to do
with these Kkiosks, which are theoretically portable
structures, but in fact are not noved wth any
frequency. |Is that correct?

MR MORDFI N Yes.

COWM SSI ONER MAY: As far as, | mean, the
ones that I|?ve seen have been there for nany, many
years, and | don?t know that any of them have been
noved from ot her | ocations.

| don?t think there are ? there are no
trailers, per se, that are being used for libraries,
are there?

MR MORDFIN | ?2msorry?

COWM SSI ONER MAY: There are no trailers
that are being used for libraries, are there?

MR MORDFIN. No, and none of them were
characterized by the libraries as trailers, they are
just, you know, small buildings.

COWM SSI ONER MAY:  So, | don?t think that

that?s a ?2 | think building would put it to rest and
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woul d satisfy the applicant.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

Any ot her questions for M. Zartnan?

Go ahead.

COWM SSI ONER  HANNAHAM  Ms.  Zartnan, you
mentioned a concern about nultiple use, a library in a
residential building, perhaps, do you know of any
instances where that?s the case, or where there?s a
public library?

M5. ZARTMAN: There?s been sone ? it is not
currently in a residential zone, but there?s sone
di scussion about the Wstend Library being nade part
of a new multi-purpose structure, and it mght be a
very productive approach, but | think it needs to be
addressed in the rule making currently beforehand.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM - Ckay .

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: | think M. Zartman
has a point here. Simlar to recreation centers,
where we have discovered during the hearing process
that there was a possibility these m ght have chapels
in them and first aid facilities enbellished to
beconme clinics, and there?s nore talk in that forum
about conmunity centers. And, although our definition
here is obviously geared towards libraries as we know

them nmaybe there?s sonme reason to say what they won?t
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be, as we did with rec centers.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | think that --

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS: They?l | be
restricted to books, conpact discs, that kind of
thing, not that ? there?s a large variety of book
titles that we should Iimt it to.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: R ght .

| think when we were thinking about rec
centers we were thinking about the entity and what
mght be inside of that entity. This | see as
sonewhat different, which is, we are not saying that
you can have a library and then you can stuff all
these other things into it, it?s that this use as a
library, whether it?s a free-standing building or
whether it?s several floors in another building, that
use is permtted as a matter of right, and whatever
else mght be proposed as part of a mxed use
structure has its own rules. So, we just need to
clarify the | anguage so that that?s clear.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS:  Yes, |limted to,
rather than it contains this stuff.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Maybe sone others if
sonebody doesn?t wite it tighter.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Right. | think we can
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cone up with sone | anguage there.

VI CE CHAIRVAN HOCOD: Madam Chair, let ne
just say, | really hoped we would get sone input from
? 1?2m going to say it again, | sound redundant, but
from the subject matter experts. Wiile | agree with
that, if we start getting into it, because things have
changed, and Ms. Zartman brought up a very good point,
the MPD, comunity centers and other things, how we
approach them You know, we are noving in that
direction, we are starting to build case, by case, by
case, which goes to a larger issue, and that?s the
Conp Plan. 1?mnot exactly sure where OP and the Gty
Council are with the Conp Plan, but |like I always say,
t hi ngs have changed and maybe that needs to, hopefully
at sone point in time in years to cone, be reflected
in the GConp Plan, because things have definitely
changed.

Wiile the citizens in this Cty want to
see MPD in their neighborhood, so, you know, | just
want to nake sure that we are doing it in a fashion
that reflects what the citizens of the Gty want, not
just maybe what one or two of us may want, but what
all of us want as a whol e.

And, | agree with your conment, | don?t

know i f we can solve that problem here tonight, but we
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probably will have to go back and revisit the Conp

Pl an, having worked on that task force previously, and
| 27m not sure exactly where we left off, and that?s one
of OP?s pi eces.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | think the new fiscal
year i s supposed to bring hope of further progress.

VICE CHAIRVAN HOOD: | do believe that M.
Cropp has asked for themto nove forward with the Conp
Plan. 1?mnot sure, | think O°P wanted to delay it for
a while, but I think that was shot down, at |east that
was the last that | have heard.

M5. STEI NGASSER: W now have a | ong-range
conprehensive planning division within the Ofice of
Pl anning, and they are dedicated to the Conprehensive
Plan. They anticipate that in 2004 they?l| be doing
the comunity outreach, they?l| begin working with the
comunities. R ght now they are working on a vision,
a bigger kind of picture of where, what direction are
we headi ng. They?l | be fine tuning that, and they
hope to have by 2005 the Conprehensive Plan updated
and conpl et ed.

VI CE CHAI RVAN HOOD: And, that will go the
| arger issue, | think, Madam Chair, that M. Zartnan
had nentioned, but | do believe that we need a bigger

scope as opposed to doing it pieceneal.
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Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Let ne just ? let ne
see if | can ask the Ofice of Planning to give us
sone additional input on the subject, and as |
characterize it tell me if I?m not capturing what the
distinction that we?d |ike to have nade.

| think the distinction is, when we define
[ibrary we want it defined as a use and not as a
structure, because we don?t want sonebody to be able
to hang a sign out that says, oh, this is a library
and then stuff things into it that we mght not
consider to be conpatible with what we had intended
when we said matter of right. W mght want sone
ot her uses to be examned in a different way.

So, we want it to be witten as, this is
what constitutes library use.

M5. STEI NGASSER That is correct.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay, that would be
hel pful to us.

Thank you.

M5. ZARTMAN: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Anyone el se who woul d
like to testify tonight about libraries?

Cay.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  Madam Chair, | just
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have one question before we wap up.

| was |ooking at the proposed text here,
and there?s a section here that falls under 2104,
2104.1 cites, ?A structure located within a radius of
800 feet of a Metro Rail Station,? that?s a radius,
okay?

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Yes.

COW SSI ONER HANNAHAM  And then we go to
Section 2104.2, and we have, ?BZA is authorized to
reduce the nunber of parking spaces for a public
library within a half a mle,? are we speaking in
terns of the same sense of a radius? In other words,
as the crowflies is the way | | ook at a radius.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ri ght .

COWM SSI ONER  HANNAHAM  That woul d be the
sane here in both instances, right?

CHAIRPERSON M TTEN: Is that the intent
that it would be within a radi us?

MR MORDFI N Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay, well, | et ?s
wite that in now so we don?t forget.

COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM  Let?s nmake that
clear so there?s no doubt about that.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN.  Yes, that?s a good

idea. Thank you for catching that.
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COW SSI ONER  HANNAHAM  Thank you, Madam

Chair, that?s all.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

Then, let me ask the Ofice of Planning,
how long ? | just want to know how long we need to
keep the record open on this, in order to receive your
additional input on the distinction between library
use and library structure.

MR MORDFIN. W would like to request two
weeks.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay, two weeks will
put us at what date, M. Bastida?

MR BASTIDA: That would be Thursday, July
the 10"

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay.

So, the record in this case will remain
open until Thursday, July 10", and all additional
filings will take place by that date, no later than
3:00 p.m, on that date, and then we wll nake a
decision on this case at one of our regular nonthly
neet i ngs. Those neetings are typically held on the
second Monday of each nonth at 1:30, although our July
meeting will be July 31%, which is not the second
Monday.

And then, if we propose affirmative
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action, that needs to be published in the D.C_
Reqgi ster as a proposed rule making and then there wll
be an additional period for public comment. It wll,
as in the previous case, be referred to NCPC for their
review, and then following receipt of the public
comrents and the NCPC review we would take a final
action at that point.
So, | now declare our public hearing
adj ourned. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter was

concluded at 7:17 p.m)
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