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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
6:19 p.m

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:. Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentl enen. This is a special
public neeting of the Zoni ng Conm ssi on of the
District of Colunbia for Monday, February 26,
2007.

M/ nane is Carol Mtten and
joining me this evening are Vice Chairnman
Ant hony Hood and Comm ssioners Greg Jeffries
and John Parsons.

W have a very short neeting
agenda and it's available to you in the wall
bin by the door. | would just like to rem nd
fol ks that we don't take any testinony at our
meetings unless the Conmm ssion specifically
requests soneone to cone forward.

Pl ease be advised that t he
proceeding is being recorded by the court
reporter and is also being webcast |ive and
therefore we ask you to refrain from making

any disruptive noises in the hearing room
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during our neeting. And |I'd ask you to turn
off all beepers and cell phones for the sane
reason.

Ms. Schellin, do we have any
prelimnary matters?

All right, then we're ready to
start and the only itemon our agenda for this
special public neeting is proposed action in
Case No. 06-27 and this is the PUD for Square
54.

So just to refresh everyone's
menory about what we have before us, in Square
54, we have a request for a PUDrelated nap
amendnent fromthe existing R5D zoni ng of the
siteto C3C. The total density proposed under
this PUD would be 7.5 FAR and that's divided
roughly between 3.9 FAR of office use; 3 FAR
residential use; and about a .5 FAR of retail,
I ncluding a grocery store.

And the anenities and benefits
that are being proffered is a project that is

desi gned t o accommbdat e a grocery store that's
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up to 42,000 square feet, but the Applicant
has conmtted to provide a grocery store of no
fewer than 25,000 square feet. The affordable
housi ng proffer is 13 percent of the total
project; residential area divided between 8
percent or 27 units for affordabl e housing at
the level of 80 percent of the AM and
wor kf or ce housi ng of 5 percent of the total or
17 units at 100 percent of the AM.

They' ve al so proffered an
Internal, belowgrade loading facility and
I nterior courtyard and public garden avail abl e
to the surrounding community; that they wll
achieve a mninmumof 16 |ead points, various
street scape i nprovenents above the norm and
$100, 000 contribution toward the design and
engi neering of a second entrance to the Foggy
Bottom Metro station

In terms of mtigation, they've
proffered a funding of traffic signal at 22nd
and | Streets and a transportati on managenent

pl an that includes various conponents.
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The opposition to the project --
"1l just hit the highlights of the issues
t hat have been raised. Height is an issue for
t he opposition. They raised concerns about
whether or not the proposed height is in
vi ol ation of the Height Act. They've asserted
that the building is too high al ong WAshi ngt on
CGrcle. The building is too high facing
adj acent buildings to the south and that |ight
and air to residential buildings surroundi ng
Washington Circle will be blocked by the
proj ect.

The opposition has raised issues
regardi ng i nconsi stency with t he Conprehensi ve
Pl an, nost notably that the commercial zoning
that's being proffered as the PUD nmap
amendnent is inconsistent with the site's
I nstitutional generali zed | and use
desi gnation; that the use of the PUD process
and the rezoning in this case circunvents the
zone plan because Square 54 is within the

boundaries of the current G W Canpus Pl an,
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and that rezoning to a commercial zone which
would permt a voidance of the aggregation
ruleis contrary to the zone plan that Section
210 which is the Canpus Plan regulation is
effectively being repealed and that the
Uni versity is not using Square 54 for any of
Its core functions.

There's issues related to traffic,
various issues related to traffic, nost
notably volune and intersection |evels of
service and that the anenities being proffered
are inadequate; that the financial value of
the anenity does not equal the value of the
I ncreased density and the reliability of sone
of the proffers nost notably in that regard
retail uses.

So wth that summary, 1'l|l open it
up to discussion by the Conm ssion.

M. Parsons. | knew you were
getting ready to tal k. You were arranging all
your phot os.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes. | was
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arranging all ny photos. | think, in general,
this is a very good project. |'ve expressed
concern and | continue to feel the sane way
that the architecture, as it faces Washi ngt on
Crcle is overwhel mng. That isn't a term
|'ve used before, but |I'lIl use it tonight.

That is, this circle, this place
I s dedicated to George Washington. And nost
of the buildings around it respect that in one
way or anot her. They do not dom nate that
space and this design, to ne, using glass
overwhel ns the purpose of the circle. And |
guess | pleaded with the architect to cone
back with sonething different, and of course,
they did not.

They cane back wth different
renderings to show what they neant by the use
of stone and glass, but | still feel the sane
way about it, t hat It overwhelns it
architecturally. and then although a 90-f oot
hei ght has been shown at the edge of sidewal k,

It very quickly rises to 120 and then on to

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

130. And | think that's too high. | think 90
to 110 feels nore confortable to ne.

The ot her issue i s what happens at
the corner of 22nd and | when you take the
hei ght of the building at 130 and extend it
back. And the trouble we've had and there's
nunerous iterations of it here before us of
how do we step that down and have a nore
reasonabl e height at that corner and one of
these -- the alternative design which they do
not favor, they were badgered into it, |
guess, begins to do that. It steps the
bui | di ng down. The brick comes down. The
glass conmes down and | think it's sinply
descri bed as alternate design which has just
come into the record. It doesn't have the
architectural enbellishnments, if you wll,
around the swi nm ng pool and so forth.

So in general, that's where |'m
coming from To ne, it's a design issue on
bot h ends.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.
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Anyone el se?

Ckay. M. Hood.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: I was
goi ng to ny other coll eague a chance, but |'1l|
go ahead. | concur wwth the height. | think
the hearings wll reflect that | had an issue
about the 90 feet height. | would Iike
possibly for the Applicant to revisit that,
dependi ng on which way we nove.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Just to be
clear. Do you share M. Parsons' concern

about the north end and the south side of the

proj ect ?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Hei ght ,
overall, the whole project is wong and |'I1
tell you why. If you |l ook across on | Street,

| nmentioned about the 35 feet which was right
acr oss. There's sonething there that's 35
feet. | don't recall exactly what it was. |
know there are different proposals that are
planning to raise sonme of the buildings |

guess in the future, I'mgoing with what we
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have existing, at |east the way | understand
it.

And | think that this 130 and 120,
| think are just -- we need to probably bring
It down, tone it downto |l'mthinking interns
of 90 feet. 1'mnot even going as far as what
M. Parsons said about 110. | think 90 feet
Is suitable for the site.

And nore than that, Mdam Chair,
the unit mx, |I'mquestioning why and | forgot
exactly who brought that to our attention, why
the residential is not around on the circle,
as opposed to on the backsi de. | think the
office space is on the circle side. [|'m not
sure if ny colleagues agree wth ne, but |
think the residential should be onthat circle
side and | think that was nentioned.

"' m not exactly sure, but one of
t he opponents nenti oned about the residenti al
being on this backside as opposed to on the
circle side.

| think for the best interest of
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the city, and not creating -- | think she
called it a dead zone, | think it was the
young lady -- but anyway, | think that it

woul d be nore credible for that circle.

And also, the traffic. The |evel
of service, | appreciate the Applicant's
expert, but the |l evel of service, anybody that

lives in the city knows the |level of service

Is F. | mean |"'mnot -- I'mnot trained for
that, but | can just tell you. | know how
| evel of service, | know it's about counts.

But anybody who i s down in that area knows t he
| evel of serviceis F. But on the sane token,
when | | ook at what smart growh, the folks
who study this, they study this nuch nore than
| do, they said this site is suitable. It's
good for transit-oriented devel opnent and |
don't knowif | necessarily agree with themon
this. Most of the tine they pretty nuch are
on target. This particular tinme | would have
to part ways with as far as agreeing wth

their recomendation to wus about noving
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forward wth what's proposed in front of us.

That's pretty nuch all | have on
t hat .

Another thing is the -- for sone
reason the traffic light. | need to knowis

t he Applicant and nmaybe you guys can hel p ne,
I's the Applicant paying for the full funding
of the traffic light or is it a partial
findi ng?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ful | fundi ng.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOOD: Ful
funding. And that's $100, 000?

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: I don't
remenber what the value of it is although |
m ght have it here.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. And
| realize that the grocery store is -- the
square feet on the grocery store is being
proposed or they're proffering 25,000 square
feet. And | don't know if market drive that
or what the case is, but maybe that needs to

be rel ooked at. Those are ny concerns on the
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project. thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank vyou,
M. Hood.

M. Jeffries?

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Ckay, wow.
"' msuch a |l over of housing and to hear Vice
Chai r Hood express interest in having housing
on the circle really does sound pretty
attractive to ne. I'"ve not really quite
consi dered that.

| think at this point, however, I
woul d probably in the interest of just having
a true m xed use, 24-hour overall devel opnent
and conpound, | would probably intend to go
wi th the Applicant around the whol e notion of
the building that's facing the circle to
remai n of fice.

I also would part wth ny
col | eagues on the height of the building. |
mght be in the mnority here, on the circle
as well. | think the 90 feet is a clear

gesture to sort of adjust to the scale as
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relates at the circle. It seenms to ne the 120
IS an appropriate height given that you have
a huge field in front of you.

You want this building to have
sone verticality. So | do have sone concerns
about the 130 feet that's along 22nd Street.
| do think that perhaps that could conme down
to perhaps 110. | think 190 I ooks like it's
too maj or of surgery, given what | have heard
that the University is trying to achi eve here
at Square 54.

And | think that as relates to

architecture, I think the design IS
consi der abl y nor e successf ul at t he
i ntersection of 23rd and |I. Il think it's
quite handsone and | like sort of the glass
and brick conbination. | think it's very
graceful and | think it was appropriate to

sort of have a different feel for the office
buil ding along the circle.
But that's, Mdam Chair, pretty

much nmy comments. |'"'m fine wth the height
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along the circle. | think 22nd Street, the
130 feet is probably too high. I'"d like to
take that down probably to 110 in which case
probably the piece that is at the corner of
22nd and | that's currently 110 should
probably adjust itself as well, just to keep
the same sort of proportionality.

Qutside of that, those are ny
conment s.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank vyou,
Conmi ssi oner Jeffries.

| would [ike to deal a little bit
nore expansively with sone of the issues
because | think that issues that were raised
by t he opposition because | think they lead to
some of the positions that we're expressing.
First is the issue about the Conprehensive
Pl an inconsistency. And there was a |ot of
testinony about the institutional |and use
designation and during the hearing, I
expressed ny frustration with the fact that

that still exists as a |land use designation
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because it provides no guidance in terns of --
you know, institutional uses are permtted in
every zone. And it provides no gui dance about
whi ch zones, which type of zone or density and
so forth.

And so then we go to context which
| think is what we're all doing. And as we're
reacting to this project, and particularly
when we're reacting regarding height, if you
| ook at the buildings that set the context
around the subject property, you have the --
| guess it's the Wrld Bank or the |M-
bui |l di ng that i s on Pennsyl vani a Avenue on t he
north side.

And you have this 130- f oot
buil di ng that's on Pennsyl vani a Avenue which
Is a very wwde street and then on the back
side of that building is K Street which is
al so a very wide street. So you have 130-f oot
buil di ng that works where it is. Then you
have ot her buil dings on the east side of 22nd

Street that are 130 feet that really the
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dom nant sections of t hat are along
Pennsyl vani a Avenue, maybe w ap the corner of
22nd a little bit, but those are clearly
Pennsyl vani a Avenue bui | di ngs.

So then we conme to the subject
property and what's being proposed and |
agree, there's just this narrow -- | agree
wth the comments about the 130 feet along
22nd Street because it's really that section
of the building, that's a 22nd Street buil di ng
and so there's just this little tip that
really touches the circle or Pennsylvania
Avenue, | guess nore clearly Pennsylvania
Avenue, so that's not really -- that shoul d be
treated as a 22nd Street building and | agree
wth the comments about the height all along
22nd Street that it's too high.

| think I'm sonmewhere in between
Commi ssi oner Parsons and Conmi ssi oner Jeffries
internms of the building on the circle. It's
just a very abrupt change from90 to 120 t hat

tends not to be satisfying to ne. |It's sort
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of like, oh yeah we did it, but it doesn't
really -- it's too abrupt to be -- to
acconplish to me what's intended.

| don't have the same concern
about the kind of building the facade of the
buil ding on Wshington Crcle, although I

understand Comm ssi oner Parsons' concerns

about howthis is goingto-- thisis goingto
stand out on the circle. It wll stand out
conpared to what's there and so it will -- in

a way, it may domnate the circle and that's
clearly what's being -- | think that's what's
bei ng sought.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: You don't
| i ke overwhel m ng. You're having trouble
getting that word out.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | wanted to
be sure | quoted you correctly and | wote
dom nate and t hen I had over | ooked
over whel ned.

May | agree that it wll dom nate

and | can't quite go to overwhel m
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So then | wanted to just spend a
little tinme conmenting on the traffic because
' ve just becone, as peopl e who have observed
over time, nmay have sensed, increasingly
frustrated with DDOT and part of it is that
t he
-- | don't know if it was in this case or
anot her case. The transportation policy as it
relates totraffic volumes is until trafficis
stopped in place, there's no such thing as too
much.

We're never going to get any kind
of guidance fromthe professionals inthecity
that nore traffic being generated, unless it's
unsafe, they're very good about focusing on
safety. Unless it's unsafe, they wll not
give us a recomendati on agai nst a project.

So unless this Conmssion -- so in
ternms of sonmething that's unacceptable,
they' re never going to give us that guidance.
Nei ghbors find it unacceptable and so who do

we weigh -- the custodians of the policy of
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the city or the community folks. And | guess
"mjust not quite confortable rewiting the
transportation policy wup here, but I|I'm
frustrated by it.

So and it's the sane thing with
the level of service on the intersections.
Until people -- until it's conplete and utter
gridlock, Fis sort of like well -- Fis F and
that's what you're supposed to expect in urban
environnment. It's very difficult to have a
case be denied for issues related to traffic
and | understand the frustration and | share
it. | just don't know how we're supposed to
cope wth that, given that DDOT doesn't seem
to want to own the problem

| also just wanted to commend on
this because it was sonething else that |
found frustrating, but we heard a |ot of
testinony about it and that is that sonehow
the use of a PUD on a parcel of |and and we
heard the sane thing in the Canpus Pl an and we

heard it in other cases, but as it relates to
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Square 54, the use of a PUD in the context of
a Canmpus Plan or a property that's within the
Canmpus Pl an i s sonehow under m ni ng Secti on 210
as if Section 210 exists in a vacuum

Section 210 exists to gquide us
when residential zoning is the wunderlying
zone. But if it hadn't been for the |ong-
standi ng presence of GW on this site, this
site wouldn't be zoned R-5-D. This would be
at least the northern portion of the site
woul d be zoned commercial in sonme way. And so
to ne, the -- if we | ook contextually again,
the height bothers ne, but the density does
not bot her ne.

And the m x doesn't bother ne and
| understand M. Hood's point about the fact
that it would be very attractive to have
resi dences on Washington Crcle, but | think
the thing that will maxi m ze the value of this
site and wll not really detract from the
quality of the residential would have the

of fice use on Washington G rcle.
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So -- and then finally, we had
sone coments about the fact that the
anenities are insufficient. And | think that
we were in the collective | think there is

actually a lot to recomend this project in

terns of the anenities and benefits. | think
it's got good environnent al - - good
environnental proffers. | think the public

space 1s good, both as sonething that's
i ndividual to this project which is the
interior portion, but also the way that it
wll wrk together wth the streetscape
| nprovenents along | Street that are part of
the Canpus Plan and that the affordable
housing i s | think nore than adequat e and what
we' ve been saying and it's nice to see sone
wor kf orce housing in the mx as well. And
that the commtnent to provide a grocery store
IS not inconsequential .

SO -- but | think I would like to
suggest that we ask the Applicant to revisit

the issues related specifically to height on
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Washington Crcle and that transition and the
hei ght along 22nd Street and | think the
general guidance that | heard was that it
shoul dn't be higher than 110 feet al ong 22nd
Street, if that. |Is that accurate?

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Well, 1I'm
pretty sure they mde the 110 wth this
al ternative design. s that what it says
t here?

So are you talking about the

entire

COW SSI ONER  JEFFRI ES: Bl ock
front.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  The entire
bl ock front of 22nd Street?

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  That woul d
go into Pennsylvania Avenue. You would have
themtake it down from 130 there as well.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Yes. Because

all that reads as very clearly 22nd Street and
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that's not what the guidance is from the
context, given that 1it's not really a
Pennsyl vani a Avenue buil ding and | don't think
it's fair to use the corner even though the
corner fromthe zoning hei ght perspective is
123 feet.

COMWM SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  Coul d the
Appl i cant perhaps | ook at some setback al ong
22nd?

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Yes, that
probably would work, as long as it's not the
same sort of abrupt transition.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Al t hough |
don't know. It's pretty skinny.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: They coul d do
t hat, okay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So what
we're asking the Applicant to do is pretty
much the sane they did around the circle, that
abrupt piece you're tal king about?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: W are not
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asking for that. W're not asking for that
kind of --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: ['"'m just
trying to make sure |' mcl ear because the way
| heard it, | think to conme back wth the sane
ki nd of approach.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: No, | nean
that's not an approach | would recommend. |
woul d recomend that that would be 110 foot
buil di ng. Unless there's sone way of doing it
nore gradually than has been done on the
circle. | find that too abrupt.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: From t he
90 to 120, so you would say 90 to maybe
roughly 110 to 1157

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Right, wth
hopefully -- well, | don't know -- we'd have
to see how it would look if they did that.
But | don't know that that can be done given
that there's not a whole | ot of depth rel ative
to 22nd Street for doing that, but you know,

that's for themto exam ne.
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COWM SSI ONER  PARSONS: Vell, in
order to do this, to keep the sane density,
seens to ne the alternative is to start to in-
fill the courtyard. | just bring that up
because | have no difficulty with that. To
me, that's a private anenity.

Yes, it's open to the public and
so forth, but as opposed to the inpact on
Washington Crcle --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Wl |, there's
two sections to it to keep in mnd. There's
two sections to the interior courtyard, one of
which is open to the public and one of which
I's private.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  It's about
hal f and hal f.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  Yes.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Wl I, maybe
it's -- whatever.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: So - -

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Forty 60.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: But | think
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your point is to the extent that it's a
private anenity, it's worth sacrificingtothe
extent that it's a public anenity that would
be less worthy to sacrifice. |Is that fair to
say?

COMWM SSI ONER  PARSONS: vell, for
me it is. | mean, of course, |I'm here to
protect the public space on Washi ngton Circl e.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: But to say
t hen knock 20 feet off here, 10 feet off here,
100 feet off there, whatever, and then --

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  Sonet hi ng has
got to give.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: And then

say you like the density, | nean --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: I m
confortable with it. | don't -- if it went
down, | wouldn't cry.

COW SSI ONER  JEFFRI ES: vell, |
thi nk that inner court makes for the site plan

to be pretty dynamc and nice. | think I
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woul d hate to see that courtyard go away too
much. That's why | was trying to figure out
If there was sone way in which we could
sonehow bring the scale down on 22nd Street
w t hout having them renove the entire top
floor, but again, let's see what they cone
back w th.

Because | do see half of the
court, if it's half of the court, | do see
that as a public thoroughfare and an anenity,
not just for the actual building, but perhaps
sonme of the neighbors, depending on how --

it's nicely | andscaped.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: It's very
attractive.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Madam
Chair, | also noted basically the predom nant

conversati on has been height, but | don't know
I f anybody el se agrees with the unit m x and
| actually found it in the Ofice of Planning
report and also by the West End Citizens

Association were the ones who actually
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mentioned that. | don't knowif ny coll eagues
wi th that or maybe we can put that back to the
Appl i cant and see what they conme back w th.

Silence is gol den. | f they cone
back not saying anything, | understand that
they're not even considering it, but | would
|i ke that also to be on the table.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Just to be
clear, when you say unit mx in this context,
do you nean where the residential is |ocated?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ri ght.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Vi s-a-vis the
of fice.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCQD: Revi si t
t hat and naybe put that back into the circle.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOCD: And
whet her you agree with it or not, |'m just
asking them to do it. If | don't hear

anyt hi ng, they obviously agree with the rest
of us, well, sone of you.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES: | think we
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-- have we all comrented on that?

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: | did. I
heard you.

COMM SSI ONER JEFFRIES: | know you
heard nme, but |'mwondering if the rest of our
col | eagues, did they comment ?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOCD: Yes,
ever ybody comment ed.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: And

Comm ssi oner Parsons, did you conment on the

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  On the m x?

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: VWhere the
residential is |ocated.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: |'d love to
live in an apartnent overl ooki ng Washi ngton
Crcle, but that's ny bias. But |'m not
concerned about it being office. "' m nore
concerned about its appearance.

COW SSI ONER  JEFFRI ES: | just

wanted to nake certainit's on the record from
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each of the Comm ssioners, that's all.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: And |
think we all comented on that. W also all
comrented on height. That's just sonething
" m pushi ng.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  What do you
feel about the glass? | nean that, to ne, is
simlarly a foreign object here. | realize
we' re goi ng through our gl ass period now. The
gl ass industry has cone up with all new types
of glass, but to nme, it's equally a foreign
object wth the hospital across the street,
the M chael Graves Building up the street. It
just doesn't feel right to nme and |I'm not
suggesting that the residential brick be
carried around the corner, but nore stone in
this facade, or precast stone, whatever it is
woul d be hel pful. | mean they did that a
little bit on the circle, but the rest of the
buil di ng doesn't carry it through. It's like
two different buildings, if youwl!ll. | don't

know how you feel about that.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

33

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: There is
one -- sonetinmes | think the problemw th sone
of -- the renderings that we get is really
just the quality of them | think one of the
drawings showng the office building on
Washi ngton Square was probably a little bit
better than the other one. | don't know. You
can't obviously see this, but I don't have a
problemw th the glass. M suspicion is that
this going to | ook very graceful, very light.
It will be a nice sort of relief for so nuch
of masonry that we see in and around
Washi ngt on.

And again, | think that as it sits
al ong Washington CGircle, | thinkit will serve
as |i ke nodern architecture of sorts. | think
It will be very graceful.

It does have a nonolithic kind of
look toit. | wish it could be broken down a
little bit nore, but as relates to the gl ass
part of it, | mean | don't really have any

concerns about that.
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COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: So you
don't think using the stone, as they did on
the 90-foot structure and carrying that
t hrough to t he ot her woul d be hel pful and nmake
It look |ike one project, if you wll?

COW SSI ONER  JEFFRI ES: See, if
we're slicing a story off the top and then
you're putting these horizontal elenents,
masonry elenents, it's going to look |like a
terribly horizontal building and | think you
want to have sone prom nence around
verticality in this thing in sonme way.

You know, | leave it up to the
architects. " m not | ooking to design from
the dais here, but | understand your concern.

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS: | find that
per suasi ve. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: I
under st and what you're tal king about. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: ["11 just

make one comment about the cl ass. And |

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

remenber when | was on the Dupont Circle ANC
we had the Institute for International
Econom cs which is in the 1700 block of
Massachusetts Avenue, proposed this glass box
in this very traditional row of buildings on
Massachusetts Avenue. And | renenber being
very disturbed and now | really |ike that
building. So | find nyself nmuch nore open to
gl ass because of that experience. It m ght be
an i sol ated case, but | found that building to
be -- | really enjoy looking at it and it's
not jarring in the context. So that's ny
comrent on the material.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let ne
comrent also on the material. There's another
case that | always tal k about which | will not
name, but this Conm ssion, we voted onit, and
it's glass. And actually it |ooks very well,
even t hough t he hei ght and sone of density may
be alittle off. It actually |ooks very well
and | think that fromlooking at it, | would

have to associate nyself wth Conmm ssioner
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Jeffries and think that -- | don't necessarily
have a problemwth it. ['ve been wong in
t he past though, but fromlooking at it here
now, | don't have a problemwth it.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Al'l right, |
think we've given as nmuch gui dance as we can
to the Applicant and we'll just ask themto
address our concerns and when they bring back
sone revised plans and we'll have the
opportunity for the Ofice of Planning to
comrent on those, then | guess we'll take it
up again. It's up to them

M. Feola, as long as it's just a
procedural question.

MR FEOLA: For the record, Phil
Feola for the Applicant. We've heard the
comments clearly and there seens |like there's
goi ng to be sone naj or changes to this project
that the Comm ssion is requesting. | wonder
If it were possible to turn this into the
first stage approval and give us the

appropriate anount of tine because these are

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

37

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

not small changes, | don't think, that the
Conmi ssi on has asked for, to |l ook at all these
things and set a paraneter for us, height,
density, use mx, whatever you think is
appropriate and gi ve us a reasonabl e anount of
time to actually do the redesign, because it
sounds like it's going to be nore than --
we're going to be nore than a coupl e of weeks,
| guess is ny point.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Ri ght . I
think that's fair for you to ask and | think
we can do that, but not toni ght because we'd
have to have sone specific paraneters around
what we're approving and | don't think we're
prepared to do that, but we can get to that
poi nt .

So we will address that concern
and set sonething for decision naking.

MR. FEOLA: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay, thank
you. Thanks for bringing that up.

kay, thank you very nmuch for your
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attention and we have a hearing that was
scheduled to start at 6:30 so | apologize
about that, but we'll be back at 7 o'clock to
begi n the hearing.

We' re adj our ned.

(Whereupon, at 6:55 p.m, the

speci al neeting was concl uded.)
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