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PROCEEDI NGS

(6:38 p.m)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Good
eveni ng, |ladies and gentlenmen. This is a
public hearing of the Zoni ng Conm ssion of
the District of Colunbia for Thursday, March
22nd, 2007.

And ny nane is Carol Mtten. And
joining nme this evening are Vice Chairman
Ant hony Hood and Commi ssi oners M ke
Turnbul |, John Parsons, and G eg Jeffries.

The subject of this evening's
hearing i s Zoni ng Comm ssion Case No. 06-29,
and this is a request by WB/NB Center City
Hol di ngs for approval of a consoli dated
pl anned unit devel opnment and rel ated map
anendnent for property |ocated at 1143 New
Hanpshire Avenue, N.W, which is known as
Lot 74 in Square 72.

Noti ce of today's hearing was

published in the D.C. Register on January

12t h, 2007, and copies of that hearing
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announcenent are avail able to you, and
they're in the wall bin by the door.

This hearing wll be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of 11 DCWR
Section 3022, and the order of procedure
will be as follows. W'II|l take up any
prelimnary matters. Then we'll have the
presentation of the applicant's case, a
report by the Ofice of Planning, reports by
any ot her governnent agencies, report of the
af fect ed Advi sory Nei ghborhood Conmm ssion --
inthis case it's 2A -- parties,
organi zati ons and persons in support and
parties, organizations and persons in
opposi ti on.

The follow ng tinme constraints

will be maintained in the hearing. The
applicant will have 30 mnutes. Parties

w |l have 15 mnutes. O ganizations wll
have five mnutes, and individuals wll have

t hree m nut es.

The Comm ssion i ntends to adhere
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to these tine limts as strictly as possible
in order to hear the case in a reasonabl e
period of tinme.

The Comm ssion reserves the right
to change the tinme limts for presentations,
I f necessary, and notes that no tine shal
be ceded.

Al |l persons appearing before the
Commi ssion are to fill out two w tness
cards, and those cards are on the table by
the door. Upon comng forward to speak to
t he Comm ssion, we ask that you give both
the cards to the reporter who's sitting to
our right.

Pl ease be advised that this
proceeding is being reported by the court
reporter and is al so being Whbcast |ive.
Accordingly, we ask you to refrain from
maki ng any di sruptive noises in the hearing
room \Wen presenting information to the
Comm ssi on, please have a seat at the table

and then turn on and speak into the
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m crophone first stating your nane and
addr ess.

When you' re finished speaking,
pl ease turn the m crophone off because they
tend to pick up background noi se.

The deci sion of the Conm ssion in
this case nust be based exclusively on the
public record, and to avoid any appearance
to the contrary, the Comm ssion requests
t hat persons present not engage the nenbers
of the Conmm ssion in conversation during a
recess or at any other tine, and Ms.
Schellin and Ms. Hanousek wi Il be avail able
t hroughout the hearing to answer any
procedural questions that you m ght have.

Pl ease turn off all beepers and
cell phones at this tinme so as not to
di srupt the proceedings, and |I'd ask that
anyone who's planning on testifying this
evening if you'd stand now, raise your right
hand, and direct your attention to M.

Schellin, and she will swear you in.
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(Wher eupon, the w tnesses were
duly sworn.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

We have two prelimnary matters
that |'"maware of, and that is that we have
party status applications fromtwo parties.
| just need a quick indication from Ms.
Howel | if the Foggy Bottom Association is
opposed or in favor because you didn't |ist
that on your party status application.

M5. HOWNELL: In favor.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: I n favor.
kay. Still want party status?

M5. HONELL: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. W
have al so a party status application from
the West End Citizens Association in
opposi ti on.

M5. KAHLON We will be
testifying in support today.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: And do you

still request party status?
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M5. KAHLOWN  Yes, we do.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Then
we have two applications for party status in
support, and they appear to be in order to
me, and | would nove that we approve both of
t hese organi zations for party status in this
case.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Second.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  Any
di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Al'l those in
favor please say aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  Ms.

Schel l'i n.

M5. SCHELLIN: Yes. Staff wll
record the vote five to zero to zero to
approve party status in support by the Foggy

Bott om Associ ation and the West End Citi zens
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Associ ation, Conm ssioner Mtten noving,
Commi ssi oner Turnbul |l secondi ng,
Conmi ssi oners Hood, Jeffries and Parsons.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

Did you have any prelimnary
matters before we start?

Ckay. Then we're ready for you.

M5. BROWN. Good eveni ng, Madam
Chair and nmenbers of the Comm ssion. For
the record, I am Carolyn Brown with the | aw
firmof Holland and Kni ght.

Wth ne here this evening are
Wayne Quinn fromour office; Sinon
Hal | garten of Northview Hotel G oup on
behal f of the ownership entity; Shal om
Bar anes of Shal om Baranes Associ ates who
will be offered as an expert in
architecture, Ed Papazian of Kinley-Horn who
will be offered as an expert in traffic and
transportation engi neering; and Steve Sher
fromour office who will be offered as an

expert in land use, zoning and pl anni ng.
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| believe all of the experts have
been qualified before here in this Board,
and if you would accept them again as such,
|'d appreciate it.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Is there any
objection to that?

(No response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. No
obj ecti on.

M5. BROAN:  Thank you.

W are delighted to have
overwhel m ng support for our proposed PUD
and our map anendnent to the CR district,
and | want to be clear that that's what we
are requesting tonight. In our initia
request, it was to the C3-C zone. W now
are requesting strictly CRdistrict. You
will see in M. Sher's report that we' ve
handed out that he does make reference to
the C3-C district but only as a contrast.
We are here for CR rezoning, and we are

delighted to have the support of the Ofice
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of Pl anning, DDOT, the ANC, the West End
Ctizens Association, the Foggy Bottom
Associ ation, and nany other residents in the
comunity. W just submtted a list of 45
signatures in support of the proposal, and I
t hi nk you' ve recently received sone ot her

|l etters in the record in support of the

proj ect.

We concur with OP's findings and
recommendations, and we will commt to the
conservation neasures for hotel services
listed in their report. W will also
provide the first source agreenents and
Departnent of Small and Local Busi ness
Devel opnment MOU prior to final action, as
well as tonight we will submt the
I nformati on on the sustainable design
f eat ures.

The hotel also conmts to having
a val et parking system as recommended by
DDOT.

As a result, we are prepared to
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stand on the record and answer any questions
you may have or, if you wsh, we can proceed
with a very abbreviated presentation that |
bel i eve we can acconplish in five to seven
m nut es.

So it's your preference on how
you want to proceed.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: |'m | eani ng
In favor of standing on the record unless
any of ny coll eagues feel otherw se.

kay. Then | think we'll just
ask any questions that we m ght have.

M5. BROAN:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

Any questions fromthe
Comm ssi on? Anyone have any questions?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Yes,
Madam Chai r.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Comm ssi oner
Hood.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD: If |

coul d just ask quick questions. This is
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probably for M. Baranes.

On the top of A-9 -- | think
have the latest version in front of ne. It
I s probably on here sonewhere, but |'m going
to ask you -- where the trellis is, what's
up under the trellis? |Is that where the
pool is or what's going on there?

MR. BARANES: Yes. The trellis -

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Just
i dentify yourself for the record.

MR BARANES: |'msorry. Yes, ny
name i s Shal om Baranes, Shal om Bar anes
Associ ates, architects.

M. Hood, yes, the trellis
relates both to the I ocation of the pool,
which is on the northern half of the roof.
Also it relates to the structure there which
contai ns sone of the pool equipnent, and we
al so then make sone effort to relate the
trellis to the grid, the structure of the

two story addition at the top of the
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bui |l di ng where you can see in A-9 that we've
articulated the frame of the two story
addition. W' ve pushed the glass back to
lighten the top of the building and then
basically took that grid and extended it up
past the railing to forma trellis

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: kay, and

so | guess also on A-9 the browni sh | ooking

on the roof -- forgive nme for not know ng
the correct architectural nanme -- is the
mechani cal ? Wat do you call it, the

mechani cal pent house?

What's going on in there?

MR. BARANES: The nechani cal
penthouse is only the area that's in white.
The area that's in brown is actually the
pent house of the building to our east.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Onh, okay,
okay. So that's not on this building.

MR, BARANES:. Exactly.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Ckay.

|"ve got you. Al right. Thank you.
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MR. BARANES: You're wel cone.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se,
questions? M. Parsons.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  Just to
follow up on M. Hood's question, why is it
that the trellis pitches up at the north
end, | believe?

MR. BARANES: W pitched it up to
add enphasis to the corner of the buil ding.
When you go to the intersection, which is
north of where we are here, which would be
the intersection of M Street and New
Hanpshi re Avenue and | ooki ng back towards
this building, you'll see that the corner of
our building is actually exposed because the
building to our north is set back
approximately six or seven feet, | believe.

So we pitched the trellis up, and
then we organi zed the wi ndows below to add a

[ittle bit of an accent to that corner. You
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know, in lieu of adding a tower or any nmjor
element like that, we did it very subtly
wth the pitch of the trellis.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  So t he
trellis pitches down fromthe south end.
It's high at that end as well. It pitches
down and then up. |[It's not a horizontal
trellis in other words.

MR, BARANES: Exactly. It has a
pitch on both sides. And you can see that
the section of it on the north side that has
the steepest pitch relates elevationally to
the wi ndows below. W're essentially trying
to organi ze that grouping of w ndows and
that pier into a single reading.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  And at the

south end of the building there is a

structure.

MR. BARANES:. Yes.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: | don't
know what else to call it. Wat is that

accommodat i ng?
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MR. BARANES: That's a fire
stair.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Oh.

MR. BARANES: There are three
existing fire stairs in the building, and
we're just extending themup to the roof.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: | see.
Does that set back fromthe cornice or --

MR, BARANES: Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: | shoul d
| ook at the floor plan.

MR. BARANES: W have a roof
plan. It coincides roughly to the corridor,
which is a double | oaded corridor. So it
coi ncides roughly to the corridor in the
fl oor bel ow.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  Ckay.
Thank you.

MR. BARANES: You can see it on
A-8, the draw ng.

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS: | saw i t,

yes. That's the trouble with el evati ons.

NEAL R. GROSS
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It's really way back on the roof and can't
be seen fromthe street.

MR. BARANES: That's right. W
have sone nodel views which m ght be nore
expl anatory.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  The nodel
vi ew wor ks perfectly.

MR, BARANES: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se?
D d you have any other questions?

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: No, |

don't.
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se?
COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Yes.
Madam Chair, | wonder if I mght. | just

wanted to make sure |I' m understandi ng the
extent of the change fromR-5-E to CR on the
map, and | wonder if M. Sher can wal k us
t hrough and show us exactly what's i ncl uded
on t he change.

MR SHER  Good eveni ng, Madam

Chair, nenmbers of the Conm ssion. For the
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record, ny nane is Steven E. Sher, the
Director of Zoning and Land Use Services
with the law firm of Holland and Kni ght.

As Ms. Brown indicated at the
outset, when we filed this application
originally, we were seeking C 3-C zoning,
but through discussions with the
nei ghbor hood and the conmmunity, they
I ndicated they didn't want us to do C3-C
and were supportive of CR  So we | ooked at
CR and the anal ysis that we've done, did
bot h zones.

The i mmedi atel y adj acent zoni ng
Is CG3-C, which is why we started there. CR
Is located generally to the west in the Wst
End area. There's not a whole | ot of
difference in many respects between C 3-C
and CR. One of the differences is that C 3-
Cpermts 130 feet in height. CR permts
110 feet in height. W've been at 110 feet
all along. So we neet the height

requi rements either way.
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Under PUD both C-3-C and CR
permt 8 FAR So that doesn't really nake
any difference. The existing R-5-E zoning
Is a 90 foot zone in 6 FAR Qur building as
it's proposed is 6.9 -- |'ve got it here --
6.97 FAR It's as existing. It's 5.81. So
we're adding a little bit over 1 FAR on the
two floors for hotel use at the upper |evel.

That's sort of the overview of
it. | can get into nore detail if you need
to.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Thank
you.

On your attachnment here, the R-5-
E goes all the way down to WAshi ngton
Crcle? |Is this whole area up for a change
you're requesting? | nean it doesn't
differentiate.

MR, SHER. No, we're only
changi ng the one site that is the subject of
this application.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Wl |,
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that's what | was wondering, but it doesn't
really pinpoint that on your nap.

MR SHER. No, this is the map of
the existing zoning. Cearly what we're
tal ki ng about is just the site.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Just your
particular site.

MR. SHER: Yes, that's all we
have opportunity to ask for.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ckay.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se?
Conmm ssi oner Jeffries.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Yes, |
j ust have one question for M. Baranes.

Can you wal k nme through the
pedestrian experience in front of this site
as relates to the | oading? Mybe S-4.

MR, BARANES:. Sure, |'d be happy
to do that. W are |ooking north here al ong
New Hanpshire Avenue, and this is the

condition that has existed. So here's the
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canopy over the entrance, roughly in the
m dpoi nt of the building, and then on the
south end of the building we have an
entrance to both the | oading area and the
garage and the parking. Those w |
essentially remain in place.

We are proposing a change in flow
to the traffic here where basically cars
com ng north on New Hanpshire Avenue will be
able to make a U turn around this island,
around the sidewal k, drop off at the front
door here, which is right here, and then
continue on and either go down into the
garage w thout com ng back out to the street
or, alternatively, turn back out to the
street and conti nue goi ng north.

And we are developing this area
in front of the building as a cafe. The
hotel |obby wll have a coffee shop in this
corner, and we're showi ng sone out door
seating. W' ve also shown sone | andscapi ng

al ong here to protect the tables, separate
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the tables fromthe sidewal k, and we are
addi ng sone new trees which currently don't
exist. | don't believe there are any trees
currently in front of the building.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  So from
where the cafe is, if you nove to the right
and you're walking, I'mwalking in that.
How |l arge is that public right-of-way?

MR. BARANES: Are you talkinga
bout the curb cut here?

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: No, no.
Go up. Go around. Yeah, aml| -- | guess
what's the dinmension there? Were is the
pedestrian wal king to get past the hotel ?

MR, BARANES: Ckay. |If it's a
pedestrian who is just wal king past the
hotel, that pedestrian would be wal king --
the public sidewal k is along here.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  Right.

MR. BARANES: Between the planter
box entry. They would cross the driveway.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  They
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woul d cross. Ckay.

MR. BARANES: And then continue
on straight.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES: And then
Cross again.

MR, BARANES: Yes.

COMWM SSI ONER JEFFRIES: And then
cross again. So they have three. Ckay.

MR. BARANES: Three crossings.
That's correct.

COMW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: Ckay.

MR. BARANES: And then, of
course, we have enough space to allow a
pedestrian approaching the buil ding on foot
to wal k through this way to get to the front
door.

COMWM SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  What is
t he di mension there between the front of the
bui |l di ng and that curb?

MR. BARANES: Seven feet.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Seven

feet?
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MR. BARANES: Seven feet for that
sidewal k right there. That's how wde it
I S.

|"msorry. Was that the
questi on?

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Yes,
okay. You're confortable that that is
sufficient for all of the activity that wll
be there?

MR. BARANES: W are confortable
wth that. It's very wwde. W have a | ot
nore width here than one typically sees in
front of a hotel, and then, of course --

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  No, |'m
dealing with fromthe face of the buil ding
to the curb.

MR. BARANES:. R ght here.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Yes.

MR. BARANES: You know, we've
made the driveway w de enough to all ow one
car to pass anot her.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: Ckay.
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MR. BARANES: And we have been
wor king with the hotel operator.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Ckay.

MR. BARANES: And he seens to be
happy with that.

COMW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Ckay.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | just have
a question about the anenity for the West
End library, and | kind of lost track of
what the plans are for the West End |ibrary,
and | don't know exactly what the proffer is
in ternms of the timng of the contribution
because there's reference nade to Phase 1
and Phase 2 of the renovation.

So can you fill nme in on what the
plan is for the library and then when the
contribution would be nade?

M5. BROMN: Yes. We've been
wor king nostly with the ANC who has been
coordinating that anenity for us, and | have

a feeling M. Thomas is here and he m ght be
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able to better answer the timng for it.

CHAIl RPERSON M TTEN: Wel |, okay.
So fromthe Applicant's perspective, since
you' re tal king about the contribution being
made for Phase 1 and Phase 2, do you intend
there to be phased contribution?

M5. BROAMN: No, | believe that we
intend to nmake it one contribution to the
foundation, to the West End Library
Foundation that they would use for Phase 1
and Phase 2.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. So
the contribution is to the West End Library
Foundati on, not to DCPL?

M5. BROMN: I'msorry. |It's the
DC -- yes, it's the DCPL Foundation. |
apol ogi ze.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay, and
when woul d you nake the contri bution?

M5. BROMN: Typically it's made
prior to C of Oissuance. W haven't

clarified that wth the Applicant to check
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the needs and the timng. It has been
devel oped over the | ast few days.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. So
we'd like just to have that clarified at
some point.

Ckay. | will ask M. Thomas when
he conmes up for a little nore information.

M5. BROAN:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. So,
M. Thonmas, you're for the NAC tonight,
right? D d you have any cross exam nation
of the Applicant?

MR THOMAS: | didn't. Thank you
very nmuch.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ms. Howel |,
did you have any?

MS. HOWELL: No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ms. Kahl ow?

Ckay. Very good. Now we're
ready for the report by the Ofice of
Pl anni ng. M. Thomas, good eveni ng.

M5. THOMAS:. (Good eveni ng, Madam

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




R Bkl RBEEERREIER©W®~NB 0 v~

|I\J
N

30

Chair, nmenbers of the Conm ssion

The O fice of Planning is happy
tonight to stand on the record.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Excel | ent
choice. Any questions for Ms. Thomas? Does
anybody have any questions for Ms. Thonmas?

Ms. Brown, any questions?
Comm ssi oner Thomas, any questions? Ms.
Howel | 7 Ms. Kahl ow?

M5. KAHLOW Just a few. | have
guesti ons about this Septenber 1st set-down
report. Do you have that at hand, page 5?

M5. STEI NGASSER: No, we don't.

M5. KAHLOW |If | can ask you,
since we have not net, it nmakes various
references to the West End G tizens
Association. Wth whom did you speak at the
West End Citizens Association, when, and you
tal ked about various anenities that were
offered, options to then? |Is there any

proof of that?
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Because | know not hi ng about it.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Just for the
Comm ssion's benefit, that m ght be better
as a side conversation. That is of
absolutely no interest to the Comm ssion in
deciding the case. Ckay?

M5. KAHLOW Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Thank
you.

kay. We have a DDOT report that
we got in our packet tonight, which is
Exhi bit No. 36. There's no one here from
DDOT, is there?

Okay. Comm ssi oner Thomas, your
turn.

And | would note that the DDOT
report is in support.

MR, THOMAS:. Thank you, Madam
Chair and nenbers of the Conm ssion.

For the record, I'm M chael
Thomas, and |'m here as the Chair of ANC 2A.

The ANC originally had sone
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concerns about this project, including its
zoning and the precedent of a PUD on that
row which we view as sonething of a buffer
zone between downtown C-3-C zoning, which is
t he other side of that block, and West End,
whi ch for the nost part, although not
entirely, has been CR, although we've seen
exceptions carved out.

We think those issues have been
dealt with satisfactorily from our
perspective. Anong other reasons, the other
properties unless they were conbined aren't
bi d enough for a PUD, and the Applicant has
agreed to ask only for CR zoning.

Let nme speak to the anenity issue
because that's the one that you asked about.
Initially, we had proposed, and the
Appl i cant was agreeable to this, that there
be a package of noney or for the benefit of
the West End library to install a conputer
| ab, and that had been costed out by the

Friends of the West End Library at $300, 000.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




R Bkl RbEBEERREIEROW®NB o v~

|I\J
N

33

There remai ned $162,000 in the
avai l abl e anenity noney that we had
di scussed with the Applicant, and initially
we thought that we could structure sonething
t hat woul d be of assistance to renters in
our part of town, either with rent or with
buyout. But that didn't turn out to be
f easi bl e.

And so we went back to the
drawi ng board, and only in the |ast couple
of days have we gotten confirmation from
Jenny Cooper, the Chief Librarian, that as
she put it, she would be delighted to have a
separate bundl e of nobney go to the
foundation. So the DCPL Foundati on woul d
hol d the noney, subject to disbursenent as
t he work was done, and there would be
addi ti onal inprovenents on the second fl oor
of the library. At least | think they would
all be on the second fl oor.

Now, because this has come

together, this last part has cone together
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pretty late, we do understand that what we
need is to docunent this with an agreenent
with DCPL and with the foundation, and so we
woul d ask that we be able to work that out
and submt it.

But there's a long list of
possibilities for that $162,000. And let ne
say, | nean, we are all aware that this is
Square 37, and we are trying to do things
that are not structural changes. You know,
these are things that by and | arge can be
relocated if that's necessary.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: If that Kkind
of recognition that you just articul ated,

t hings that could be relocated that this
noney will go for things that wll not be
lost in the event that there's a

redevel opnent of the library, if that could
be articulated in the letter that you get
from DCPL, that would be very hel pful.

MR, THOVAS: Al right.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.
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Any questions for Conm ssioner
Thomas? Anyone have questions? M. Brown?
Ms. Howel | ?

MS. HOAELL: No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ms. Kahl ow?

Ckay. Thank you very much.

MR, THOMAS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Go ahead.

M5. HOAELL: Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | need you
to turn on the mcrophone. There we go.

M5. HOAELL: Madam Chair, nenbers
of the Comm ssion, thank you for having us
here tonight. 1'mJoy Howell. | live at
955 26th Street. |'mthe President of the
Foggy Bottom Associ ation, as | think you
know, and |I'm here representing the nore
t han 400 nenbers of our association tonight.

|"d like to thank the Conmm ssion
and the Applicant for granting the FBA' s
request for party status in this matter. W

are the principal comunity association in
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t he Foggy Bottom West End nei ghbor hood
representing our nenbers for nearly 50 years
wth the goals of protecting, preserving,
and enhancing the quality of life for our
resi dents.

W are very pleased to support
this application and to have worked cl osely
w th our Advisory Nei ghborhood Conm ssion
representatives to devel op a good sol ution
that we think wll benefit all of the
residents of our community.

We al so think that the West End
| i brary has been nmaking great strides in
recent years with its goal to becone a nodel
library and a vital community center for our
nei ghbor hood. W | ook forward to our
continuing involvenent wwth the ANC, the
D.C. Public Library, and our long tine
|ibrary director, Barbara Kubinski, and the
Friends and staff of the West End Library to
further enhance their facilities and

operations as this anenity package noves
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f orwar d.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  t hank you
very nmuch.

Any questions for Ms. Howel|?
Does anyone have any questions?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Madam
Chai r.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Conmi ssi oner
Hood.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | think
this is a good tine for ne to ask this
questi on.

Ms. Howel |, the Foggy Bottom
Associ ation, the site, is that in the
jurisdiction of the Foggy Bottom
Associ ati on?

M5. HOAELL: Yes, it is.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  And t he
West End Citizens Association, is it also in
the jurisdiction of the West End Citizens

Associ ation? | nean, do you have
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boundari es?

M5. HOAELL: You know, | don't
know what the boundaries are of the West End
Citizens Association. | nmean, | can tell
you that ours enconpassed the entire area of
Foggy Bottom on the Wst End.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So this
particul ar project, the site is wthin the
boundary of Foggy Bottom Associ ati on?

M5. HOAELL: Yes, it is.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.
Thank you.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se?
Ms. Brown?

M5. BROMN:  No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M. Thomas?
Ms. Kahl ow?

Ckay. Thank you.

M5. HOWNELL: Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ms. Kahl ow.

MS. KAHLON |, Barbara Kahl ow,
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amtestifying tonight on behalf of the West
End G tizens Associ ation.

On our letterhead, on the party
status letterhead, it shows the boundaries
of the West End Citizens Associ ation, our
January 29th letter. Boundaries: 15th
Street on the east, Potomac Park on the
south, Rock Creek and Potomac on the west, N
Street on the north.

This testinony is in furtherance
of that letter. The West End G tizens
Associ ation has worked with the Applicant to
revise both its requested map anendnent and
Its anmenities package to nore appropriately
protect and benefit the Foggy Bottom West
End community.

First 1'll talk about the nmap
amendnent. In the original subm ssion in
June, the Applicant requested a change in
zoning fromR-5-E to C3-C and requested a
hei ght increase from90 feet to 110 feet.

In its Decenber pre-hearing
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subm ssion it gave an alternative of either
CR or G3-Csince all they needed was 110
feet. In the supplenental filing, they have
now agreed to CR only, and the reason that's
I mportant to us is because of the precedent.
Most of the West End is CR The only G 3-C
in the residential area is basically on the
Avenue, and that's what we were tal king
about in the Square 54 issue, that it's
basically a residential neighborhood. So we
are happy with the CR

Second was the roof structure and
pent house, and that was in response to sone
of the questions that were asked. [In the
original June application, the Applicant
stated there would be a new two story
rooftop addition, is enclosed of a netal and
grass curtain wall. The Applicant also
requests flexibility for multiple roof
structures that do not neet the setback
requirenents.

Wll, we worked with the
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Applicant on that al so because of the
precedent, and they then stated in Decenber
that they had elimnated the encl osed
rooftop snack bar and created in its place
an open terrace wth a decorative pergol a,
and the CR designation would prohibit any
attenpt to do an enclosed structure. And

t hat was another reason to go wth CR

I nstead of C- 3-C.

In addition, the Applicant
reduced the size of the penthouse in
response to our concerns, and in the final
subm ssion they showed that the updated
drawing reflects a trellis at the roof
terrace which replaces the encl osed pool
snack bar shown on earlier draw ngs.

Agai n, we are happy not to have
t he precedent of an encl osed structure,
which was an issue in Square 54 as well, as
you know.

Let ne tal k about anenities. In

the June application, the applicant said
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there would be plenty; didn't identify what
they were. In the set-down report to which
| made reference, the Ofice of Pl anning
menti oned anenities, about which we had
never heard nor woul d we have supported, at
| east four of the five.

Then we decided to work, and the
ANC and the West End had nultiple neetings
with the Applicant, and we cane up with
sonmet hing we all think would benefit the
community at |arge, and the Wst End
supports the anmended application on the
condition that, one, rezoning only be to CR
two, there be no enclosed roof structure,
and (c) the conmmunity anenities be those
that the Applicant put in their subm ssion
of yesterday and which were outlined by M.
Thonas.

Thank you for the consideration
of our views.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

Any questions for M. Kahl ow?
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Anyone have any questions?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M.
Kahl ow, | want to thank you for the
clarification. | guess |I'mgetting old. |
don't see as well as | used to, but let ne
ask you, and | tried to | ook at the
boundari es as you have recorded on your
submttal on the 29th.

This project is not in the area.

M5. KAHLON It is in the area.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: It is?

M5. KAHLOW It says N Street on
the north, and this is south of N Street.
It's on New Hanpshire south of N. It's
actually south of M

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  So,
again, let me go back to ny first question.
So apparently you have sone overlap here.

M5. KAHLOW That is correct.
There's a great deal of overlap. |'ve
described in the past that the Foggy Bottom

Associ ati on has centered nore of its
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menbership, to ny know edge and belief, is
centered west of 23rd Street where the Foggy
Bottom H storic District is, and in any
case, the West End G tizen Associ ation
menbership is centered nore to the east of
23rd, which is where the university area is.
So even though they have many
overl aps, there are different nenberships.
Sone people belong to both. | belong to

bot h, and sone people belong to just one of

t he two.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let ne
just ask this. [|I'mjust asking for future
reference. |Is there a charter where both

organi zations |i ke you have a civic
associ ati on, you have the federation of
citizen associations; do they cone up under?
M5. KAHLOW Actually | think
both are in part of the federation. [|'m not
certain, but --
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: The

federation or --
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M5. KAHLOW They both are
menbers of the federation.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: -- the
citizens? Cvic or citizens? | don't want
to have a community neeting because | know
ny col |l eagues don't want to hear about it,
but the reason |I'm asking --

M5. KAHLOW  Federati on of
Citizens Associations. | just turned to one
of the officers.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Normal |y
under the charter you can't have this
overlap. So | was just wondering how this
was able to happen here, because |'mthe
presi dent of a civic association, too, and
we can't do an overlap unless you -- but
anyway, that's another case, another story.

M5. KAHLOWN | don't represent
themon it, and | don't know, and |I'm sorry.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  Got you.

M5. KAHLOW The West End was a

menber originally, and I think the Foggy
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Bott om was a nenber, dropped out, and then
dropped back in. Wen | was on the board of
Foggy Bottom we had dropped out of it, but
| now believe it is back in, | don't think
anybody knew this overlap issue. So sorry.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Al |
right. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

Anyone el se? M. Brown?
Conmmi ssi oner Thomas? Ms. Howel | ?

Ckay. Thank you very much.

Anyone el se who would like to
testify in support of the application?
Anyone who would like to testify in support?

Anyone who would like to testify
I n opposition? Anyone who would like to
testify in opposition?

Ckay. Ms. Brown.

M5. BROWN. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

We woul d as for your approval on

this application based on the evidence of
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record and the testinony you heard tonight,
and if at all appropriate, we would be very
happy if you nmade a bench deci si on provided
we submt the additional information you
request ed.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay. |
thi nk we can cel ebrate having a bench
deci sion on a case in Foggy Bottom West End
when we have all of this support. | think
we shoul d cel ebrate that.

COMW SSI ONER JEFFRIES: On a warm
ni ght.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Right. So |
woul d nove approval of Case No. 06-29 under
the proffered conditions including those
that the Applicant articul ated tonight that
t hey woul d i ncorporate, such as the
conservation neasures for the hote
operation that had been suggested by the
O fice of Planning and the val et parking as

reconmended by DDOT, and that we would | eave
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the record open to receive -- and we'l | get
the date in a second -- | eave the record
open to receive the first source agreenent
wi th DCES and nenorandum of under st andi ng
with the Departnent of Local Small Business,
whatever. | have lost track of that, and
the letter fromthe DCPL, either DCPL
Director or the DCPL Foundation, describing
the timng issues.

COMM SSI ONER JEFFRIES: Is there
a second?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Not yet. |
was kind of going on with sone -- but |
woul d wel conme a second.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: Wl |,
second.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thanks.

We just need to fill in the one
| ssue about holding the record open until a
date. Do you think two weeks is sufficient?
Two weeks?

M5. SCHELLIN. That woul d put us
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at April 5th.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  April 5th,
and then --

M5. SCHELLIN: Parties can
respond by April 12th.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay. Okay.
Any di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Then al |
those in favor please say aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Those
opposed pl ease say no.

(No response.)

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN:  Ms.
Schel l'i n.

M5. SCHELLIN: The Staff woul d
record the vote five to zero to zero to
approve the proposed action in Zoning
Comm ssi on Case No. 06-29, Conm ssioner
Mtten noving, Conmmi ssioner Jeffries

secondi ng, Conmm ssi oners Hood, Turnbull and

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




R Bkl RBEEERREIER©W®~NB 0 v~

|I\J
N

50

Parsons in favor.

And just to restate the dates,
the record wll remain open for the
addi ti onal requested docunents only until
April 5th, and responses fromthe parties

due by April 12th.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

Thank you all very much, and have a nice
eveni ng.
(Whereupon, at 7:15 p.m, the

public hearing was concl uded.)
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