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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
6:39 p.m

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOOD: Good
eveni ng, |adies and gentl eman. This is the
publ i c hearing of the Zoni ng Conm ssi on of the
District of Colunbia for Thursday, April 26th,
2007.

My nanme is Anthony J. Hood. And
joining nme this eveni ng are Conm ssi oners John
Par sons and M chael Turnbull. W possibly may
be expecting Conm ssioner Geg Jeffries.

W are also joined by the Ofice
of Planning staff, Ms. Sharon Schellen and
Ms. Donna Hanousek. And al so good evening to
the Ofice of Planning staff who we wll be
hearing froml ater

The subject of this evening's
hearing is Zoning Comm ssion Case No. 06-45.
This is a request by the D.C. Housing
Authority and CEM-NM Highlands, LLC for
approval of a Consolidated Planned Unit

Devel opnent and related map anendnent for
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property in Southeast Washi ngton |ocated on
the site generally bounded by Condon Terrace
on the south, 8th Street and existing
resi dences on the west, Valley Avenue on the
north and 9th Street on the east, and known as
Square 6123, Lots 78 and 80; Square 6125, Lots
20- 25; and Square 6126, Lots 65-69 and 72.
Notice of today's hearing was

published in the D.C._ Register on February

2nd, 2007. Copies of today's hearing
announcenent are available to you and are
| ocated to ny left in the wall bin near the
door .

This evening's hearing wll be
conducted i n accordance w th the provi si ons of
11 DCVMR 3022. The order of procedure wll be
as follows: Prelimnary matters, Applicant's
case, Report of the Ofice of Planning, Report
of Governnent Agencies, if any, Report of
Advi sory Nei ghbor hood Comm ssi on 8- E,
or gani zati ons and per sons in support,

organi zati ons and persons in opposition.
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The followng tinme constraints
will be maintained in this neeting. The
Applicant 45 mnutes, organizations five
m nutes, individuals three mnutes and | w ||
tell you that we have read the submttals.
" mdeviating. W have read your submttals.
|"mnot sure if we need 45 m nutes. There was
sone concerns at setdown. You may want to
address those and we can nove at that point.

The Comm ssion intends to adhere
tothetine limts as strictly as possible in
order to hear the case in a reasonabl e peri od
of time. The Conmm ssion reserves the right to
change the tine limts for presentations, if
necessary, and notes that no tinme shall be
seeded.

Al |l persons appearing before the
Commi ssion are to fill out two witness cards.
These cards are located to ny left on the
tabl e near the door.

Upon comng forward to speak to

t he Comm ssi on, please give both cards to the
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reporter sitting to ny right before taking a
seat at the table.

Please be advised that these
proceedings are being recorded by a Court
Reporter and it is also Wbcast Iive.
Accordingly, we nust ask you to refrain from
any disruptive noises or actions in the
heari ng room

When presenting information to the
Conmm ssi on, please turn on and speak into the
m crophone, first stating your nanme and hone
addr ess. When you are finished speaking,
pl ease turn your m crophone off so that your
m crophone is no | onger picking up sound and
backgr ound noi se.

The decision of the Comm ssion in
this case nust be based exclusively on the
public record. To avoid any appearance to the
contrary, the Comm ssi on requests that persons
present not engage the nenbers of the
Comm ssion in conversation during any recess

or at anytine.
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The staff wll be available
t hroughout the hearing to di scuss procedural
questi ons.

Please turn off all beepers and
cell phones at this tinme so not to disrupt
t hese proceedi ngs.

Wuld all individuals wshing to
testify please rise to take the oath.

Ms. Schellin, would you please
adm ni ster the oath?

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: Do you
solemly swear or affirm that the testinony
you will give in this evening's proceeding
wll be the truth, the whole truth and not hi ng
but the truth?

Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: At this
time, we'll take any prelimnary matters.

Ms. Schellin, do we have any
prelimnary matters.

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: We

still need the affidavit of nmintenance.
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MS. G ARDANO W were going to
testify tothat. Wuld you like us to submt
something in witing? kay.

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N  Still
need to submt for the record.

M5. d ARDANO Ckay. Can we do
t hat tonorrow?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Are there
any other prelimnary matters?

If not, let nme just ask the
guestion because | didn't see anything in the
record that reflect it. Maybe | may have
over | ooked.

Do we have anyone here who is in
opposition of this case, if so, if you can
just raise your hand?

In opposition? Okay. Al right.
t hank you.

Ms. @ ardano, you can proceed.

M5. 3 ARDANG Yes. (ood evening,
M. Hood, Menbers of the Comm ssion.

We understand that you're read the
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materials and we'll make our presentation
brief.

We've submtted an outline of the
presentation, but we're going to elimnate
sone of the testinony. But | did want to say
that M. Knox Hayes from the D.C. Housing
Authority is here. He was going to testify on
t he project history and background but we can
di spense with that.

M. Crawford, who represents the
devel opnment teamis here and | think we woul d
like M. Crawford to speak for just a few
m nutes on the community outreach process for
the project. And then we'll proceed wth
architectural presentation.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: And if we
have any questions for M. Knox, he'll be
around and we can ask him

Thank you.

MR, CRAWFORD: M. Chairman and
Board Menbers.

M/ nanme is HR Crawford. Not
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11

only | reside formally in the Ward 8 Area at
800 Sout hern Avenue, SE, in ny 20's, but nost
of ny life I've spent in the southeast area.
| presently reside in the Hllcrest area of
Ward 7.

As you all know that | was a
former Assistant Secretary of HUD and |'ve
wor ked for such giants as the Rockefeller
Foundation, M. Trunp, the Trunp Foundation
and many others |'ve consulted throughout the
country.

Wen | left the Departnent of
Housi ng and Ur ban Devel opnent and rej oi ned t he
Cty Council, | decided to go back to the
nei ghborhood where | started and to do
sonething to correct sone of the defects that
| saw in the area.

| concentrated on the Highland
Congress Park area. Through a conpetitive
process we won in 2003 the right to devel op
t he H ghl ands whi ch was an ol d public housing

proj ect devel oped under Category 1 because as

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

you know in the old days there was two
cat egori es.

Cat egory 1 was t he Ri ghts
category. Two, it was -- and | decided that
since this is where |'ve been extrenely
fortunate that | would return to the area and
intend to turn the nei ghborhood around, so
|"ve concentrated primarily just on the
Congress Hei ghts Area.

And | didn't want to start w t hout
the support of ny colleague, ny forner
col | eague W1 hem na Rolark. So, | called Ms.
Rol ark and she was el ated. | met at her
house. It was raining, pouring down rain.
And she told us to neet wth the president of
t he bl ock cl ubs house.

We took our charts and plans and
t hey overwhel m ningly approved of our com ng
i nto the community and redevel opi ng the area.
O course, Ms. Rolark has passed, but we did
just that and we, of course, tried to nake

certain that we net the concerns that they had
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at that tine.

The old Hghland was an old
project that had gone over the years had
becone dil api dat ed. There were drugs and
t hugs.

What we are enphasi zi ng today and
encouraging today is an open comunity of
m xed i ncone. There would be a nunber of
wor kf orce i ndi vidual s there. Police Oficers,
school teachers that would enhance the
nei ghbor hood.

We took all the concerns of the
community and we took them to the city and
devel oped this project.

W won the bid in 2003 to proceed
with this project. We've had nunerous
meetings. W have had ANC neetings. The ANC
told us they didn't want anynore day care
centers. The ANC said no nore parks. The ANC
said no nore rec centers. And we told them
that we would fulfill that. W had planned a

community center, but the ANC said no.
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At that time, the chairman of the
ANC whi ch gave us their approval was Chairman
Sandra Saders. In your file there should be
a letter of endorsenent from Sandra Saders.

Then t here shoul d be an
endorsenent from ANC Chair Lockridge. She
came on board. She's a neighbor. She |ives
on Valley Avenue, SE O  course, M.
Lockridge's husband is on the D.C school
boar d.

Ms. Lockridge succeeded Ms.
Seegers as the chairperson of that ANC. W
made certain that we had community support and
where there was any, any opposition at all, we
tried to neet with the opposition to resolve
any probl ens.

We had nunerous neetings wth the
community. W had a schreck in 2004. W' ve
had nore than two neetings with the ANC, we' ve
clarified any instances of a problem or an
I ssue with the ANCs. W have the concurrence

of the ANGCs.
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This all started on Foxhall Pl ace,
not Ms. Rolark's residence, |'msorry, but at
that tine, the lady is deceased now, but the
resi dence of the person of the chair of the
Foxhal |  Nei ghborhood organization at that
tinme.

They thenselves delivered the
endorsenent of our firm to the Housing
Aut hority.

W also nmet with fornmer counci
menber Sandy All en who endorsed the program
And, of course, council nenber Mrion Barry.

We had extensive neetings with the
counsel nenbers and we had extensive neetings
with the nei ghborhood and any opposi ng forces
we tried to justify and at the sanme tine
justify the concerns of the city, who i s now,
of course, in opposition to any closed
community. And as a result of the devel opnent
of the Walter Washington conmmunity, we
definitely would be opposed to any gated

community and any closed conmunities. e
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16

think they should all be open. Because gates
are only as good as the people who |ive behi nd
t hem

And cl osed conmunities are out. |
think it's horrible. W've had sone terrible
experiences wth Walter WAshi ngton. And we
should never, ever do that again wthout
thinking it through. Don't work.

But I'"'m here to answer any
concerns that you m ght have. But we've had
numer ous neetings starting wwth Al Sharet and
then continuous neetings to address any
concerns with the comunity. And we've
attenpted to adjust our submssion to you in
accordance wth their concerns and of course
t he concerns of our governnent.

If there wll be any further
guestions or concerns I'll be here to respond.

M5. G ARDANC Thank you, M.
Crawf ord.

Should we proceed and have

guestions at the very end?
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Yes. Go
ahead and do your whol e presentation and we'l |
do questions at the end.

M5. G ARDANO So, now we'll go
ahead and nove forward to the project
presentation with Torti Gallas and I'll ask --
we're going to junp around a little bit.
Torti Gallas and also the civil engi neers and
| andscape architect and ['Il ask them to
I ntroduce thensel ves as they begin to speak.

Thank you.

MR,  PALMER My nanme is Thomas
Palmer with Torti @Gllas, 2100 Carl Court,
Accokeek, WMaryl and.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Let ne
ask.

Ms. G ardano, are you proffering
M. Gllas and others as experts?

M5. G ARDANG The Torti @Gallas
firm has extensive experience in planning --
urban planning, and | know that they have

testified before this Conmm sSsion on nuner ous
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18

occasi ons.

Ms. Erin Christensen who is to ny
right is aregistered architect i n Washi ngt on,
D.C., and she can el aborate on her credential s
I f you want.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: So, we
don't have --

M5. GARDANO. | don't think it's
necessary really to --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Do the
expert piece?

M5. QARDANO -- qualify them |
don't think so, unless you do.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOCD: No.
Unl ess you want to proffer themas experts, we
can nove on.

M5. G ARDANO.  Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay.
Thank you, Ms. Schellin, for rem nding ne.

MR, PALMER: The slides you're
| ooking at are the location map just to

I dentify where our site is.
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In the upper portion of the site
there is a white start which is the Capitol
and we here in Southeast, the Hi ghlands
Addition site.

This is a blow up of the area
showi ng Oxon Run Park to the north. Southern
Avenue is down in this |ocation.

Next .

This slide is just to show sone
context for the site. Qur site is adjacent to
this apartnment building -- that wll be to the
east of it, just to give sone views of what
t he surroundi ng context is.

Next sli de.

This slide basically is to address
the neighborhood anenities that wll be
available to the residents of this new

community or this extension of the existing

conmuni ty. W have various ball fields,
tennis court. W have a community sw nmmi ng
pool and a few rec centers in the
nei ghbor hood. Most of which are wthin

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

19

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

wal ki ng di stance, about a half a mle at the
nost .

And this is just a graphic we took
from Metro to show the relationship of our
site to the closest Mtro sites. Congr ess
heights is approximately a mle away.
Sout hern Avenue is about a mle and a half.
Access to a couple of bus lines right at the
site and access fromthe bus -- via bus to the
Metro stations. So, public transportation is
readily accessible fromthe site.

And this is just kind of before
and after. This air shot doesn't give you a
true picture of the severe grade we have on
the site, which is one of our greatest
chal | enges.

The grade goes from approxi mately
-- it changes from this location to Valley
Avenue, approxinmately 80 feet in el evation.

So, drop the next slide in which
I S how we' ve devel oped our site and there are

a nunber of interactions between ourself, the
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civil engineer, DDOI, DC WASA. Everybody to
be sure that we've done everything in
accordance with regul ations. And we have what
we believe is a very tight site in terns of
unit count, unit m x, connectivity through the
site which 1'll talk about a little nore
| at er.

And we've addressed -- | want to
poi nt out, we've addressed in this site plan
a couple of the issues which were concerns
fromthe setdown, one of which was the regul ar
bl ock depths to create better, |iveable rear
yar ds. Each rear yard is a mninum of 20
feet, sone nore, sone |ess, but we kept it at
a mni mumof 20 feet.

W' ve al so addressed in this area
there are multiple units on one |lot and we' ve
reconfigured so that there's a street frontage
present which was one of the prior concerns.

And we've elimnated a few of the
alleys that went north to south to help

mtigate sone of the grade i ssues that we were

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

21

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

faci ng.

This connectivity to the left is
as the street network exists today wth out
site outlined in red. What we see in the
current one is that as we know, Foxhall dead
ends in a cul de sac here and Condon has an
exi sting cul de sac here which is kind of not
connected to the rest of the neighborhood
where many of the anenities are.

What we've done on the right is
we've wth different colors shown the
connections that we've nmade to -- from the
existing street network into 9th Street,
making it not only pedestrian friendly, but as
well if you live here in the norning if you
want to go east, you can go this way instead
of going the | ong way around.

There have been a traffic study
that's available for review that basically
says there's no mmjor I npact on the
surrounding traffic volunme. And the traffic

engineer is hereis there are any questions to
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that effect.

Next sli de.

this diagram shows the m xture of
bedroom counts throughout the site. The
purpl e are the four-bedroomunits. The yell ow
are the three-bedroom honme ownership units.
The green which there are a few, one, two,
three, four are the three-bedroom accessible
units with two -- it's a stacked unit with two
t own houses above. The red or the orange are
t he two- bedroom dupl ex and the Iight blue are
t he t wo- bedroomaccessible units wwth two t own
houses above.

So, just to give you kind of a
flavor of the mxture throughout the site,
where things are. That's what the purpose of
this one is for.

Next sli de.

Omnership/rental. Part of howto
decide how to place various unit types was
wel | thought out, we believe. | think we know

there's a bus route along here and in terns of
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first of all locating the accessible units
whi ch are the squares. One, two, three, four,
five, six. Al in a location that is pretty
close to the bus line. W thought that was
very, very inportant for themto be able to
have access to public transportation, as well
as sone grading issues which | won't go into
NOW. But I'Il be glad to answer sone
questions | ater about that.

But this is to show where our

rental and our home ownership properties are

| ocat ed.

Next .

And we have a commtnment in this
project to green planning and -- in our

architecture and as well our site design.

We obviously have a connectivity
to public transportation. W are handling our
storm water issues via the nethod you see
there. Dry well, rain barrels and sone
conbi nati on of these options.

Pedestrian-friendly tree lined

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

24

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

street scapes. W chose the photo from a
project we didin Menphis, Tennessee, whichis
-- 1 don't knowif everyone can see that, but
that has a very good feel to it. And we're
| ooking forward to this feel for the H ghl ands
Addi tion nei ghbor hood by usi ng native
| andscapi ng and our | andscape engineer w ||
talk alittle bit nore about that -- Landscape
Archi tect.

And we're dedicated to using --
specifying Energy Star appliances, |ow flow
plunbing fixtures and the nore readily
avai l abl e | ow DOC pai nts and adhesi ves.

Next .

This diagram illustrates -- it's
basically a section cut across the entire site
and this is the 80-foot grade that we tal ked
about. And what's significant here is that
you can see the rhythmas you nove across the
site. The regular sections that provide
consistency in terns of the rear yards, front

yards. And access to the units. And the use
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of our basenents. Basenent foundation walls
as retaining walls as you nove through the
site. You can see it a little bit better on
the | arger-scal e draw ng.

We're using the building el enent
as part of the grading -- as a grading tool.

Next sli de.

And this is cut through different
parts of the site and we can tal k about the
details. | don't want to get too detailed in

the short tine we have. But basically we have

an uphill wunit and a downhill wunit and
typically the downhill units have garages --
I ntegral garages and the wuphill wunits have

basenents which are back berry and in those
basenents there is usually a den or a famly
room

Next sli de.

| wanted to talk a little bit
about our retaining walls through the site.
On site walls we have basically three types of

walls. One of which is a garden wall which
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will front nost of Valley Avenue as it ties
I nto the existing nei ghborhood.

And this is kind of the character
of the wall that's existing on both Vall ey and
Foxhall. And we plan to repeat the sane thene
as we nove down Valley. The only difference
IS we're going to keep our walls along those
street fronts to I ess than 30 inches to avoid
needing a railing on those walls.

The second type of wall we have is

a brick screen wall which will be tied into
like -- you can see this is the end of a
bui | di ng. To kind of screen sone of the

utilities along the major streets.

Coul d you go to the next slide for
just a m nute?

Those occur in a location I|ike
along 9th Street here, 9th Street here and H
Street here to kind of help that street facade
al ong.

And the third type of wall -- site

wall we have is retaining walls and we pl an on
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usi ng what we call a geo-block whichis inthe
character you see in these two photos, sone of
which are a little tall and we plan to use
| andscape features, which agai n our | andscape
architect will talk about a little nore to
kind of deal with sonme of the hei ght on those
wal | s.

Next sli de.

And approximately half of the
units in the hone ownership are what we cal
uphill garage units. |I'msorry, garage units
and the other half are units that have their
parking on pads in the rear.

The units that have the garages
wi || also have the option of a rear deck. And
we just wanted to give this Comm ssion an i dea
of the character of those decks as they occupy
parts of the site.

| think the nunber is |like 57 out
of 108 honme ownership units wll have garages
and therefore the option of decks as well.

And these renderings just give you kind of an
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idea of what they may look like on the
bui | di ngs.

Most of them are eight-foot deep
by twel ve-foot wwde. A few of themhad to be
si x-foot deep by twel ve-foot wide to deal with
the | ot occupancy requirenent.

You can see where those six and
eight foot decks could be placed on this
diagram You can't see it on the screen here,
but if you | ook at your handout you can tell.

MR MANDAVI A: Good eveni ng. My
name i s Jagdi sh Mandavi a, 19533 Wi te Saddle
Drive, Germantown, Maryl and.

This site wll be talking about
the existing conditions. As previously
nmentioned, the side drops 80 feet from Zenia
Street all the way down to Vall ey Avenue.

The existing site is served by
separate storm and sanitary sewer system and
a network of storm water pipes along 9th
Street and Vall ey Avenue.

This is the proposed condition.
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W have as shown in the previous slides,
sections through the side area sections. W
are trying to mnimze the steep slopes by
picking up the grades between the garage
basenent s and/ or wal kways, generally tryingto
mnimze the air velocities for the sheet run
of f which in the existing condition,
everything was sheet flowng from up here
concentrating down here. The air velocities
aren't falling into the street, whereas, in
t he proposed condition we will be picking up
the run offs in various stormdrain networks
along the streets and alleys to mnimze any
sheet run off or air velocities and
di scharging everything into the existing
network of pipes at Valley and 9th Street
| ocati on.

For quality control for storm
wat er managenent, we are proposing recharge
cells, sign filters, rain barrels or even
french drains in consultation wth DDCE

Wat er shed Protection Branch.
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The public streets wll be picked
up in catch basins with quality control
devi ces, whereas, the rooftops will be treated
in recharge cells or sand filters or rain
barrels.

MR TAWES: Good evening, |I'm
Stephen Tawes. |'mw th Loi edernmann Soltesz
Associ at es. W are a civil engineering,
| andscape architecture firm located in
Rockville, Maryl and. |"m an associ ate,
regi stered | andscape architect and | reside in
Ward 3 in the District on Logashan Street.

The | andscape plan before you is
typically characterized by the street scape,
| andscape plan and the on-site, on-lot of
parcel s depending on whether they are fee
sinple lots or if they are rental units.

The street scape consi sts
primarily of the street trees that are
pursuant to the urban forestry staff's
requi rement for DDOT and we will be working

closely with themduring the final stages of
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design for the various species based on the
hi erarchy of streets for the public streets.

The landscape plan for t he
I ndi vidual |ots or parcels are characterized
by these vignettes that you see before you.
"Il give you alittle |arger scale that show
the street scape along with the Ilotting
| andscape plan and what we call the typical
foundation plan for the various product types
| ocat ed t hroughout the project.

Wth regard to the |andscaping,
Thomas nentioned the screening and softening
of the retaining walls, the screen walls and
t he garden walls.

In particular, the screen walls
are |located at the entrances to nost of the
alleys so that they visually screen the rear
garages, alleys, utilities |ocated down the
al | eys.

The screen walls wll also be
| andscaped wth seasonal fl owers and

| andscapi ng for ornanmental effect.
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The retaining walls wll be
softened due to their mass and size wth
| andscapi ng and the forefront of the retaining
wal | with deci duous evergreen material as well
as vines and clinbing plant material that wll
soften the effect and give you the effect of
aliving wall, rather than a stark bl ank wall.

In this section you can see on the
right Jlower section the section of the
retaining wall and how it's proposed to be
softened with sone | andscapi ng material. Just
showing in this section at this tine.

Thank you.

MS. CHRI STENSEN: Good eveni ng.
M/ nanme is Erin Christensen and |'m an
architect wth Torti Gallas and Partners
| ocated in Silver Spring. | live at 1825 New
Hanmpshire, NW in the D strict.

| wanted to speak a bit about the
architecture for the proposed devel opnent.
Here you' || see a nunber of street el evations.

The top one shows the proposal along Valley
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Avenue and right here is the existing

apartnent building that Thomas pointed out

earlier.

The second elevation shows what
Foxhal | Place will ook like along the north
side of the street. And you'll see that

Vall ey Avenue is a predom nant face to the
nei ghborhood. It's, you know, directly across
from Oxon Run Park. And so you'll see a
little bit taller building heights and nore
formally conposed strings of buildings to
front the park internal to the nei ghborhood
here al ong Foxhal | you begin to see the effect
of the grade and the slope a little bit nore.

The street scapes becone a little
bit nore varied as well as the size of the
bui | di ngs al ong the street.

These are sone exanples of
buil dings within the neighborhood which we
al ways take great care to study and under st and
what we're working next to. You'll see

there's a mxture of materials as well as
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styles and sizes of honmes fromsingle-famly
and duplex to town houses as wel |.

In terms of the study of the
architecture we're proposing, we always take
our tinme to | ook at sone traditions of sone of
the great residential neighborhoods in the
area. One style that we felt was appropriate
and wll work  wel | to conplinment the
surrounding buildings is what we're calling
Washi ngton Victori an. And here are sone
precedent photos of those buil dings. The
styleif typified by a kind of a neo-cl assi cal
proportioning system as wel | as t he
predom nant stone lentils and bandi ng which
you'll see on the buildings.

Bel ow are sone of our designs for
row houses and buildings in this style and
you'll see a variety of bay w ndow heights,
porches and stoops and dorners to give sone
variety to the street scape.

The other style that we felt would

fit 1n well wth the context is colonial
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styl e. There is definitely a tradition of
that east of the river and in our nearby
surroundi ngs. And these are sone photos of
t hose bui | di ngs.

In the designs we felt that it
worked well with the colonial. ['m sorry,
with the town hones using a variety of porches
and oriole wndows and was particularly
appropriate for the stacked flat units which
Is this type of building here wth the
accessible flat and town hones above.

The entrances are often enphasi zed
wth a great anount of detail, whether it's
wth pilasters and atablishers or wth
por ches.

Thi s diagramwe created to respond
to sonme of the questions at the setdown
neeting. |It's obviously clear for you in your
exhibits, but it shows each unit on the sit
specifically which elevation type wll be
| ocated where. It also identifies the exact

| ocati ons of brick as an exterior material or

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

semtitious fiber board siding, which you may
know as Hardy Board throughout the site. And
you'll see that it's a mxture, pretty nuch on
every bl ock.

There is approximately 50 percent
of the street facing facades are brick and
approximately 50 percent are fiber cenent
si di ng. It's a fairly even m xture between
both the rental and the hone ownership units.

This matrix shows you each of
t hose el evation types which are identified on
the previous diagram You'll see there's 19
elevation types here which we're using
t hroughout the site. And this is, you know,
as a goal to pronote the feeling of
I ndividuality for the honeowners and the
renters. W do this through the use of
different styles as well as a variety of
st oops, porches and bay w ndows and al so the
col or schenes.

Just quickly to give you an idea

of what the new units wll be |ike. This 1Is
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an exanple of that stacked flat in the
colonial style here. It has an accessible
flat on the ground floor and the two town
houses above.

And here you can see the floor
pl ans of that type of a unit so the accessible
flat enters on the side on their own porch to
their three-bedroom unit here. O herw se,
there are two separate entrances up the town
houses above which are two bedroons with a
living and dining and kitchen area on the
first floor.

These are an exanple of sone of
t he town house units. These are three-bedroom
town house, particularly, which are what we
call an uphill unit. There are a nunber of
these on the site and so we have design
options in both the Victorian style and the
Col oni al Style.

And here you can see the floor
pl ans begi nni ng at the basenent on the right-

hand side. You actually enter at the basenent
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| evel . Here's your den that Thomas was
speaki ng about earlier and the back i s storage
because it's buried to acconmpdat e t hat change
I n grade. You then go up in your centra

stair up to your living level and two |evels
of bedroons above.

To further give you an idea of
the materials and the detailing of the units.
W have here shown -- this is the
serendi pitous fiber board, the plank siding
whi ch has an appearance very nuch |ike wood
siding. You'll see along the top are each of
our col or schenes that we are using t hroughout
the site and we also have boards over here
wth the materials for your review

You'l | see some of the col onial
style elevations a little bit closer to see
the detail of the entrances, the porches and
some of the wi ndows and doors surrounds.

The trimw |l be -- protrude from
the siding in order to give a nice shadow

line. and you can see sone exanples here of
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recent projects that our firmhas built, one
in Charleston and one in Bridgeton, New
Jersey, to get an idea of what the finished
material looks I|ike and the quality of
constructi on.

The other materials -- exterior
material we use for the buildings is brick.
And, agai n, we have the actual sanples here in
the room W're using two colors of brick as
wel | as two col ors of precast for detailingin
order to create variety. And, again, you can
see enlarged an exanple of one of the
el evations showing the precast banding and
lentils as well as sonme of the brick work,
whether it be soldier courses or arches over
t he wi ndows and doors.

And, again, a couple of exanples
of the builds work, what we are aimng for.

M5. G ARDANO We are al so going
to di spense with our planning rationale. M.
Goss had testinony prepared, but we can

submt it for the record. And we'll concl ude
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our presentation there. If there are
questions, we can address them

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: well, |
know | said there's an issue in this area
about R-5-A

M. Goss, if you can cone. I

know we were trying to nove rather quickly,

but | would actually like to hear your
rationale if ny colleagues wll indulge ne
because | will be bringing an issue in this
area about R-5-A anyway. So, |'d like to hear

your brief comments on it.

| don't want to neglect you from
bei ng able to give your presentation.

MR GROSS: Thank you, M.
Chai rman. Appreciate it.

Nathan W Goss, 44 24 Alton
Pl ace, NwW

R-5-A zoni ng, of cour se, S
w despread in Ward 8 and Ward 7. And it only
al | ons detached and sem -attached houses as a

matter of right. Town houses and apartnents
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require a special review by the Board of
Zoni ng Adj ust nent or I n this case,
I ncorporated in a PUD.

Wth a PUD, the standard can be a
1 FAR, and we are just slightly over that at
1.1 FAR Andit's only for that slight excess
that we needed to apply for the R5-B map
anendnent. W actually started out at 1.4 FAR
but with the realigned streets, we cane up
with a slightly larger private land there in
the PUD and a little bit less in the streets.
So, the FAR went down to 1.1.

And so we're well within the 75
foot height imt, of course. W're well
belowthat. And the RR5-Bwith a PUD could go
to 3 FAR but as | said, we just need a slight
overage over the R-5-A PUD standard to built
this as designed.

Does that address your question
M. Chairman?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: That's

good. Because | was going to bring that at a
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| ater tinme to whol e Conmm ssi on.

Ckay. Are you finished?

Thank you.

M5. G ARDANO | just wanted to
mention that the material sanple boards are
there and this is the retaining wall that M.
Chri stensen nenti oned.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Ckay.
Thank you.

Thank you for your presentation.

Ms. Schellin, let ne ask you.

W don't keep that do we? Ckay,
good. Ckay. Al right. W just do the
pictures. Yes. | was |ooking at that. GCkay.
| just couldn't renmenber.

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: Just
If they have pictures that they haven't
al ready gi ven us.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Yes. The
pi ctures.

Ms. G ardano, let ne just ask.

I noti ce in the Ofice of
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Planning's report and | think M. Pal ner
al luded to this or sonmeone nenti oned about the
front yard requirenent, 2516.5B. | think the
O fice of Planning standard that woul d be al so
necessary.

Do you agree with that?

MR GROSS: Yes. | guess | would
menti on by way of context.

Because we have -- nost of the
rental units are -- we have nul ti pl e buil di ngs
onalot. W had to apply for that under that
section. There's normally a theoretical |ot
subdi vision which often has a private road
that's kind of narrow and so that section,
2516, requires a front yard setback as well as
a rear yard setback. Sonme of the ol der ones
were built right up on the private roadway and
kind of created a cranped style of
devel opnent .

| think in this case since we're
creating public streets and all eys the nornal

set backs are not a problem So, it's a zoning
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I ssue in the regulations. But | think in
terns of the site plan, | believe we don't
have an issue with a need to i n each case have
a front yard equal to the rear yard setback.
In fact, it would kind of preclude a |ot of
reasonabl e devel opnent on the site.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay. Al
right. Thank you.

Movi ng up to gquesti ons?
Col | eagues, any questions?

M. Turnbull.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Thank you,
M. Chair.

| just had a question about the
fencing. Is it between all the unit? |Is it
on the side yards or --

MR TAWES: On the plan before you
and probably in your packet, it mght be a
little bit easier to see. But between the end
units of the sticks of town houses there is a
rail fence, a decorative power coated sort of

an iron picket fence, if you wll, that's
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bet ween the end units of each unit, each stick
and then at the rear of the houses at the rear
yard there's al so the sane type of fence that
separates each yard in the rear.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL: | guess
|"'mnot -- does it -- is it just going -- yes,
your pointer.

M5. CHRI STENSEN: So, the fencing
extends a few feet back fromthe face of the
bui | di ng here between the two units.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ckay.

M5. CHRI STENSEN: Between the two
bui | di ngs, typically. And then at the rear
yards, the fencing extends back fromeach unit
about 10 feet to provide a delineation of
property.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL: Ckay.
t hank you.

The trimon the buildings? Is it
cenent fiber on the board or --

M5. CHRI STENSEN:  The tri m boards

wi ||l probably be actually wood which we find
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has a better [ ook.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ckay.

M5. CHRI STENSEN: Pai nt ed wood and
then any noldings will be synthetic trim

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay. And
on the brick you're going to use wood al so or
el se synthetic, same thing?

V5. CHRI STENSEN: The brick
typically has precast detailing and on the
cornice it will be a synthetic.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL: On the
cornices synthetic. kay.

Al right. Thank you.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOQD:
Conmm ssi oner Par sons.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  Thank you.
Wll, I"'mglad -- | think the response you' ve
made on the retaining walls is really good.
| mean, from the previous subm ssion so |
congratulate you for that. I think vyou
integrated it well into the project. But |

wanted to tal k about stormwater which | guess
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doesn't surprise you.

Because -- we have and | assune
you've seenit. It's an undated neno fromt he
Wat er and Sewer Authority to Karen Thomas here
inthe Ofice of Planning where it's attached
to the Ofice of Planning report. Have you
seen that? Do you know-- famliar with that.

And down on the first page it
tal ks about stormsewer requirenents. And it
says, the Applicant's engi neer nmust design a
stormwater retention structure to insure the
15-year post-condition stormpeak charges | ess
than or equal. And you're obviously not
proposi ng that. You're proposing in the
alternative sone rain barrels and dry wells.
And you state on S-25 that quality control is
wai ved as there is separate stormand sanitary
sewers.

So, | just want to have a
conversati on about that.

MR, MANDAVI A:  Yes, sir.

W have been in discussions wth
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DDOE's Watershed Protection Branch wth M.
Abdu Musse and his team And we prelimnarily
met with themand they had i ndi cated that that
I s the case since we have a separate sewer and
stormdrain systemfor this site.

But apparently contrary to that
t oday around 2: 00 or so, we got an e-mail from
M. Karikari requesting that we need to do the
quality control. And that was -- that took us
by surprise.

D.C. WASA's report. | called M.
El i heh and asked him Hey, why are you maki ng
this statenent since M. Misse had indicated
that we don't need to do that? So, he
confirmed wwth M. Miusse and | believe he may
have e-mail ed Ms. Thomas his contradiction to
his own report.

So, the 2:00 e-mail that we got
was a surprise to us.

M5. QARDANO Can | just fill in
that we're going to neet their standards that,

you know, apply at the building permt stage.
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W will not get a permt unless we do and we
will, you know, work out exactly what that
standard is. There's been sone back and forth
about what applies. But clearly they have to
check off on our building permt and we wl|
have to cone in conpliance wth whatever the
standard is that they agree on at that tine.

And i f it necessitates sone
nodi fication, sonme mnor nodificationto this
plan, we'll be back here. But otherw se, we
believe that what we have is workable, that
only the applicable standards and we' re goi ng

to proceed on that basis.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: I can
appreciate your dilenma. |'m been there.
V. G ARDANC. Add to that

apparently when we clarified their letter,
they indicated that they were just making a
general comment that applies across t he board,
that they hadn't really | ooked at our specific
pl ans.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  During the
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construction your stormwater retention device
or basin is down at the southeastern corner of
the site. The lower end of the site. Let ne
not get confused wth the direction.

And if you were to capture storm
water at that |ocation on the surface, you'd
probably | ose sonme units doing that.

MR. MANDAVI A: That's a
possibility.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: As opposed
to building an underground structure which is
a |l ot nore expensive.

MR. MANDAVI A: Right. Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: So, what
you're saying, Ms. Gardano, if that's the
case, you'll be back.

MR, MANDAVI A:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: Ckay. I
under st and.

M5. G ARDANO Yes. | think I can
safely say that the underground systemis not

going to be an alternative at this point.
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COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: | can
imagine it's not. | nmean, the cost of that is
I ncredi bl e.

Now, M. Crawford, | just -- |I'm
just amazed at what you said earlier. o
course, I'min the parks business so | need to
probe this a little bit.

You said the community doesn't
want anynore parKks. They don't want any
comunity centers. Wat's this about?

MR CRAWFORD: Well, first of all,
you confused nme, M. Parsons, because it says
Gregory Jeffries there.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: On, wel | --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  You shoul d
have said sonething. M. Jeffries would have
gotten the credit for it.

MR, CRAWFORD: No. M. Parsons,
started in that neighborhood when | was 23
years old. And | can tell you now that when
| first started out there, that nei ghborhood

was blue collar, primarily all white. And I
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opened up a building call ed Park Sout hern. W
had absol utely not hing.

This city has been quite generous.
They will be opening a multi-mllion dollar
swimm ng pool. An indoor sw nmm ng pool and
rec center at Valley Avenue and WI | ow Road.
In addition, the property across the street
whi ch was created by the Bollinger Conpany and
Margery Lawson, which | now own, they will be
opening a multi-plex which wll consider
seniors and famlies in that building at a
renovati on cost of about $40 mlli on.

The seni ors wi || be sel f -
contai ned. They will have gam ng roons. They
will have a novie theater. W created the
Wal ter Washington Conmunity Center wthin
wal ki ng di stance.

They have a chartered day care.
They have a community neeting facility. The
Arc, amulti-mllion dollar fantastic conpl ex
I's within wal king di stance.

So, | know the neighborhood Iike
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the palm of ny hand. Trust ne. They have
nore than what the people who resided there
bef ore had.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: kay.
Vell, | took it the other way.

MR. CRAWFCRD: Ch, no, no, no.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: The parks
and community centers were negative and they
didn't want them

MR. CRAWFORD: No, indeed, sir.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: Enough is
enough.

MR,  CRAWFORD: W have a tennis
court, a multi-mllion dollar tennis court
wi t hi n wal ki ng di stance.

COMWM SSI ONER PARSONS: | see.

MR, CRAWORD: W have a park -- a
beauti ful park.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  Ckay.

MR CRAWFORD: So, when we went
before the ANC we had proposed a community

center. They said, no, no, please. Stop. No
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community center, no day care. Qur people
need to walk a little bit nore so they won't
beconme obese.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  All right.

MR. CRAWFORD: Then we need to cut
out the ganes because they feel the Arc
belongs to sonebody else. No. It's
everyone's Arc. And the Arc is for themto
go. It's a fulfillnment center.

| mean, anything you can possibly
want is at that Arc which has a Y -- No, sir.
| don't think we need it either and | agree
with them

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  Ckay. Now
| under st and.

Thank you.

MR, CRAWCORD: Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: That' s al

| have.
VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Thank you.
M. Crawford, a quick question and
|"mnot sure if you can answer this. | know
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you said when you were neeting with the
Qut r each. | mean, with the community and
Qutreach, you were trying to address any
opposi tion.

| asked tonight in ny opening
statenent because | didn't see anything in the
file. And sincel didn't see anything, | just
wanted to know if anyone was here in

opposition. And so hands were raised.

Do you know why possibly? ' m
sure I'll hear fromthemin a few m nutes.
MR CRAWFORD: You know,

I nteresting enough | just got back fromlndi a.
And before then | went to a place called
Dubai .

You wll always have those who
don't want to be inclusive and integrate a
nei ghbor hood the way we are attenpting to now
soci oeconom cal | y.

And now we want to becone a part
of that. In the old days we warehoused

peopl e. This is not a warehouse project.
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It's inclusive. | nean, you wll have people
there who actually are going to protect the
nei ghbor hood. You'll have workforce housi ng.

But they will be integrated. No
nor e war ehousi ng peopl e.

When we first went out when | was
23 years old, that was all blue collar white.
We built Park Southern which had sone very,
very fanous tenants. Togo West lived there.
Many police officers who now are | eaders on
the police force lived there. And that was
attenpt to integrate the nei ghborhood. Now
we've becone, | nean, quite a city. we' |
truly going to enforce integrating the

nei ghborhood. No nore walls. W don't need

t hat .

W don't need anynore dead end
streets. | think we need to open up our
communi ty.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Ckay.

Let nme ask and thank you, M.
Crawf ord.
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Let me ask -- | think it was M.
Pal mer. Not the unit mx, but let's talk
about the relationship of the rental versus
home owner shi p.

Wen | ook at this chart, | think
this is driven nore as a project to be hone
ownership. Am|l correct?

MR PALMER |I'msorry, could you
repeat the question?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Wen |
|l ook at and | think you tal ked about this.
Either you or Ms. Christensen, |'mnot sure.

But anyway, |'mlooking at S-5 of
Exhi bit Nunber 32. And it's tal king about the
rental versus honme ownership. I'mtrying to
figure out how we arrived at this. |t |ooks
like this is being driven to be nore of a hone
ownershi p project versus a rental project.

MR. PALMER: That's true based on
the program established between the Housing
Aut hority and the partnership.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. So,
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maybe that's questionis not for you. | don't
know.

MR. CRAWFORD: It is. It is.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Ckay.

MR, CRAWFORD: The attenpt is to
stabilize the nei ghborhood. There were far
too many rental units in Ward 8 before. So,
the council nenber also wants nore hone
owner shi p.

The Housing Authority wants nore
home ownership. The attenpt is to stabilize
t he nei ghborhood. The nei ghborhood was
entirely too transitory.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. So,
when we say 60 percent of AM, how -- | don't
li ke to say | ow, but how deep are we going to
reach down?

MR, CRAWFORD: That changes. That
changes practically every two years. W will
have nore workforce housing there then. And
wor kforce housing tends to stabilize a

nei ghbor hood. They are tax paying citizens.
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They | ook out for each other and they becone
a part of the comunity | eadership. And
that's what we tried to create in sone of the
ot her devel opnents that I'minvol ved in.

Community | eadership so they can
run for public office. They can join the PTA
They can becone actively involved in the
communi ty.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  The ot her
I ssue and | think thisis for you, M. Pal ner.

The optional rear decks. What do
you nmean by optional rear decks? O nmaybe M.
G ardano, you can --

M5. G ARDANO Yes. This was a
new subm ssion this evening. W wanted to
have within the PUD identified units that if
a honeowner wanted to add a rear deck in the
future they don't have to cone for a PUD
nodi fication. These are not going to be built
by the devel oper. But they would be pre-
approved in the PUD so that later on they

could be added to sonebody's house wth just
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a permt.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So, you
already planned -- already cited, we'll have
sonething if they want it?

MS. GARDANG Right. It will be
in the PUD record. The units that can have a
deck and also in that diagramthe size of the
deck. So, sonebody can't build a nonster deck
or what ever.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: And then

they' Il have problens at a |later date com ng
t hrough the systemto get a deck? GCkay. |'m
fine -- | understand.

M. Palnmer, |I'mdetermned to ask

you a questi on.

No, actually -- actually | just
t hought of anot her one.

Agai n, you nentioned about how we
got the rental. Howdid we get this position?
You said it was a well thought out, | guess,
schenme of things of putting this together.

How did we get the rental in the
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position that we got the rental? | think you
said near the street or sonething?

MR PALMER Yes. Vell, the
rental program consists of six successful
units which is a total of 18 actual units in
si x buildings. The balance of the programis
the 12 units that occur in six duplex units.

Due to the requirenent for the
accessible units to be at grade -- on slab or
grade, we actually through the course of the
project tried locating them at different
| ocations and tried to figure out which nade
the nost sense in the context of the rest of
gradi ng i ssues and styl es and buri ed basenents
and the I|ike.

So, to nmake a long story short,
the six units that you see very close to 8th
Street and Condon are all driven by that.

The other -- the duplex units, the
si x duplex units, in terns of their scale and
we used themkind of as a transition in scale

because the duplex units are all two-bedroom
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They are relatively small. The heights tiein
very nicely with the existing neighborhood
fabric.

So, | can probably spend another
half an hour telling you all the things we
went through. But primarily, those are the
itenms that drove the | ocation.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Al
right. Thank you.

And ny | ast guesti on, M.
G ar dano.

| see here, are you proffering
effective and safe vehicl e/ pedestrian access
as a -- is that being -- is that being
proposed to us as an anenity?

M5. G ARDANC. |"m going to |et
M. Goss answer that.

MR GRCSS: | would say, so, M.
Chai rman. The project has sidewal ks t o nmake- -
for pedestrian convenience and wll help
nei ghbors al ready i n the nei ghborhood able to

wal k out to 9th Street and down to the park,
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for exanple.

Connecting the street grid through
a vacant site that dead ends a nunber of
streets now will nmake it nore convenient to
get in and out.

I don't know, possi bly we
overstated it. | am not sure, but in the
traffic study, of course, found no traffic
probl em W have a noderate density of
devel opnrent and sinply a straightforward

street grid. So, that's all we neant by that.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Yes.
Because | see it in even in your earlier
subm ssion. | can tell you that |I'm kind of

wavering a little bit.

MR GRCSS: Ckay. Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: So, | may
not ask for a whole lot --

MR GROSS: W' re sayi ng adequat e,
| guess. Not necessarily --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: And |

think it's a necessity nore than an anenity.
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At least, that's the way | look at it.

MR GROSS: Gkay. Sure.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  All right.
That's all | have.

M. Turnbul .

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Thank you,
M. Chair. | just want to follow up on your
question on the decks.

They are going to be specifically
identified on the site plan the size and --

M5. QARDANG Yes. | think I'1ll
have Ms. Christensen el aborate on that. But
this will becone part of the record, these
exhibits that identify which units can have
decks and what the dinensions of the decks
are.

MS. CHRI STENSEN: The di agram up
in the left-hand corner of the this exhibit
which | believe you have in front of vyou
i dentifies in blue the decks which are al |l owed
-- the units which are allowed to have decks

projecting six feet and in green the units
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which are allowed to have decks projecting
ei ght feet.

I n addition, you can see a pl an of
-- showng the size and the |ocation of the
decks in relation to the unit. And, agai n,
these are to provide additional outdoor space
for the units which have garages. Most of
their rear yard or a portion of their rear
yard is taken up by the driveway, so this
allows additional open space for those
famlies.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL.: | s that
related to the nunber of units then of those
types? | nean, are there nore types |like that
that don't have --

M5. CHRI STENSEN:. All of the units
which have a garage in the rear have the
option of having a rear deck. But not all of
the units have garages.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL : You know
where I'mgoing? | nean | just see BZA cases

comng since we all rotate on that. |[|'mjust
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worried about neighbors 1ooking at other
peopl e saying, gee. They got a deck, well,
I"d li ke a deck too.

So, just get a --

M5. CHRI STENSEN: well, in the
PUD, they woul d actual |y have to cone here for
a mnor anendnent.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ckay.

M5. CHRI STENSEN: And that woul d
be a | ot of trouble for a deck.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay. I
guess the other things is, M. Christensen,
since you're LEED certified, howmuch of the--
I's the project reaching to any LEED | evel ?

M5. CHRI STENSEN: W rated the
proj ect agai nst the green community's criteria
which is simlar to the LEED for hones
program |t's nore appropriate to the scale
of developnent and is the standard that the
city wll be adopting eventually in the new
| egi sl ation for affordabl e housing.

And we net all of the prerequisite
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for the green conmunities criteria. However,
we deci ded not to pursue getting a full rating
t hrough that program

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL: Ckay.
Could you just send in sonething for the
record that nmybe describes a little nore
about that.

Ckay. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Any ot her
questi ons?

Ckay. Thank vyou. Movi ng right
al ong with our agenda.

Report of the O fice of Planning
and let nme just say, the Ofice of Planning
report was very thoroughly done in ny view
And with that, Ms. Thonas.

M5. THOVAS:  Yes. Good eveni ng,
M . Chai rman, Menbers of the Conmm ssion.
Karen with the Ofice of Pl anning.

W are recommendi ng approval of
this PUD and rel ated map anendnent fromR-5-A

to R5-B to accommpbdate this 138 unit
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devel opnment in this infill area.

W have no issue with the relief
requested i ncl udi ng a wai ver fromthe rear and
side yards and we recognize M. G oss'
comrents wth respect to the front yard and we
agree with that as well.

W suppor t this scal e of
devel opnment which falls between the R-5-A and
R-5-B and as outlined and reported we are
satisfied it's also in keeping wth Smart
G owt h and sust ai nabl e desi gn principl es.

And we support this site. The
nodi fication of this site since setdown. W
like the retaining wall system that was
redesi gned to sort of accommobdate the grades
on the site.

And overall, M. Chair, we believe
that the proposal is consistent with the
Conpr ehensi ve Pl an and the future | and use nmap
as wel | .

So, with that, | would say we

support this application.
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Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay.
Thank you, Ms. Thomas, for being succinct and
straight to the point in addressing the
| ssues.

Col | eagues, any questions of M.
Thomas, O fice of Planning?

Any questions? M. Parsons.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Ms. Thonms,
this issue of a 2:00 report this afternoon.
Are you engaged in that | oop and what do you
t hi nk about that?

M5. THOVAS: Basi cally, what was
comuni cated to ne was that between DOE and
WASA, whatever the Applicant -- when the
Applicant is ready for the building permt
process, WASA is concerned with quantity and
DCE is concerned wwth quality.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes.

M5, THOVAS: The best nanagenent
practices put forward by the Applicant with

respect to the sand fills, the catch basins
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and the dry walls. They address quality
I ssues and when it's tinme for building permt,
| ater the percolation test would have to be
done and which is typical of any site
devel opnent .

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  yes.

M5. THOVAS: And they would have
the volunme calculated as if it would neet
WASA's requirenents. So, in fact, it would
all be coordinated at the building permt
phase.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  But it does
seem where the Applicant is claimng that
because there's a storm water systemin the
street that they can discharge into they're
exenpt in sonme way fromthis and WASA seens to
be saying that's not the case.

MS. THOVAS: Yes. I think that
was m sunderstood. And it's not they waived
fromthat the way | -- it was explained to ne
by DOE as wel .

They would have to neet the
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gquantity requirenent.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  That' s been
ny under standi ng from ot her cases.

M5. THOVAS:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  So, | have
a feeling that the Applicant is going to be
back wth a revised PUD here.

M5. THOVAS: Well, if in fact --
If in fact what they're proposing woul dn't
nmeet the volune requirenents, they wll be
back. But we have no information about that
as yet wuntil they design full engineering
pl an.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: Ckay.
Thank you very nuch.

M5. THOVAS: And have the review
process.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Thank you.

M5. THOVAS: Ckay.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Any
ot her questions? Ckay.

We have a DDOT report that canme in
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this afternoon. | don't know when it cane in.
Didit cone inthis afternoon? Yes. It cane
in this afternoon. Everything is happening
this afternoon. Ckay. It came in this
af t er noon.

And DDOT typically says I n
summary, traffic generated by proposed PUD
woul d have margi nal inpact on the surroundi ng
streets. Accordingly, DDOT has no objections
to the project provided that the Applicant
continues to work wthin our staff to
coordi nate proposed new roadways and alley
system desi gn and constructi ons.

So, | think that's going to
continue even though they've nade sone
adj ustnents, especially since setdown.

And M. Parsons has already

touched on the WASA report on the Water and

Sewer Authority. D.C. Water and Sewer
Aut hority.

Any other reports that | my
omtted, M. Schellin? Ckay. Yes. I
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mentioned DDOT. Yes. | nentioned DDOI. And
| think those are the only two. DDOT and
WASA. Ckay.

Do we have anyone from any ot her
governnent agencies that want to speak? |
know we have DHCD represented. Ckay.

Do we have anyone -- now, we'll go
to the report of the Advisory Neighborhood
Comm ssion 8-E. Anyone here representing
Advi sory Nei ghbor hood Conmm ssion 8-E?

| know in the previous setdown
submttals that we had a letter from ANC 8-E
fromat that tine Chairperson Sonya Segers,
and we al so have at this tinme nore recent from
the Chair, Ms. Wanda Lockridge, the Chair of
8- D.

Il wll only say that maybe we can
contact them because the way | read the ANC
report, it did not have the vote and that was
all that was m ssing. | would like to give
the ANC -- nake sure they have an opportune

time to get the vote so they can get the great
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wei ght in which we are supposed to coordi nate
by law. And they are a volunteer group. So,
| woul d hope that we could ask Ms. Schellen
or maybe t he Applicant can assi st us i n naking
sure that they give us just a line or two or
sonet hi ng specifying what the vote is so they
can get that great way.

Ckay.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL : They are
I n support, we just don't know.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Yes. They
are in support. The only thing they left out
was the vote. It says six people were there.
The vote probably -- |I'm not going to say
assune. My have been 6-0, 5-0 or whatever it
was. W just need to have that and that's
actually a requirenent.

Ckay. Organi zati ons and persons
I n support.

Any organi zations and persons in
support that would like to testify?

Organi zations and persons in
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opposi tion?

If anyone is here in opposition
I f you want to cone forward.

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: We
were a little late in getting a list, but we
do have --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ch, | was
| ooking for the list. Ckay.

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: -- a
gentl eman and a |l ady there and | don't recall
their nanes. | want to say Q@Grrett or
sonething close to that.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Wl |, ']
tell you what. |If you're in opposition --

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLIN: W're
bringing the list, sorry. But if you're in
opposi tion you can go ahead and cone forward.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Just cone
tothe table. Anyone in opposition, just cone
to the table. | apologize and I'm going to
start with the lady first.

I ntroduce yourself and since we
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omtted you, we're going to give you four
m nutes. You nornmally get three.

First, identify yourself and |et
us knowif you're representing an organi zati on
or just yourself.

M5. ARMSTEAD: Ckay. My nane is
Kar| ene Arnst ead. And |'m representing the
Foxhal I conmmunity.

| have petitions that everyone has
si gned agai nst the opening of the cul de sac.
| too and like M. Crawford have been here
since | was five. |'ve gone through sone
organi zations. W were rebel wth the cause.
And at the tine we were the people who were
organi zing use so that we could have better
servi ces. Recreation, jobs and schools and
that was in the late '60s, early '70s.

The opposition that we have or the
probl emthat we have is that is once they open
the cul de sac, the adjacent community which
I's H ghland Dwel lings and Condon Terrace at

that tinme or when | first noved there 18 years
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ago was a problem

|"ve been a hone owner there for
the | ast 18 years. 1've seen the rise and the
fall of the community.

At the tinme when | noved there the
housi ng devel opnent was t here, full
oper ati ons. W had drive-bys. We had
shoot i ngs. We had drug trafficking. Ms.
Rol ark had the iron wall put up. The cul de
sac has been there for the last 60 years.
Fromthe first time of the devel opnent of the
comunity it's a circle. And | have the
proposals and a picture if you' dlike to |l can
give you a copy right now.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: If you're
going to submt that --

M5. ARMSTEAD: Yes. | can submt
t hat .

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: -- we're
going to have to keep it. W're not going to
be able to -- okay. You have copi es.

MS. ARMSTEAD: Yes.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: And i f you
can give it to the staff to ny left.

M5. ARMSTEAD: |Is that going to --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Yes. To
ny left.

M5. ARMSTEAD: On the back page of
the petition, this is what our circle |ooked
like. This is what we call the circle. This
I's our cul de sac.

It's a gated fence or a wought
iron fence that was placed there because of
the traffic and the drug probl ens that we had
to occur over the years.

Once they tore the housing conpl ex
down and fenced it off, we've not had a
probl em It's been a very safe, quiet
communi ty.

W have seniors on our street
because like |Is aid, our devel opnent is over
60 years old. Most peopl e who have been there
have lived there from30 to 40 years.

We had kids that are on our street
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so opening up this circle woul d be a detri nent
for us because the traffic flow People who
don't even know that the circle exists,
they're flying up the street. They're making
a turn in the circle and then they have to
cone up because there's only one way in and
one way out.

But once they open up that circle,
that wll then allowthemto fly from Xenni a,
t hrough Foxhall, then to 9th Street. Just the
ot her ni ght they had an i nci dent where because
our circle is closed off, we are sort of a
deterrent for crine. Everyone who cones
through can't get out. So, if they cone in,
t hen t he cops can catch t hembecause we' ve had
t hat happen on four different occasions.

Soneone cane through. They had
stole a car. They thought that the circle was
open. Wen they got in, they couldn't get out
because the police was at the end waiting for
t hem

So, it's been a safety net for us.
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But opening up, we're finding it being a
detrinent.

I live adjacent to the new
devel opnent site. My house is the | ast house
on the cul de sac. And we're also concerned
about the two years of the drilling, the
noi se, the shifting of the soil. Ri ght now
because the bus runs behind Condon Terrace,
which is the A2, A4 that he alluded to. M

house has shifted.

The erosions of the soil, the
cracking inthe walls. | have a retainer wall
up that has fallen that |1've now got to
repl ace. My basenent structure also is
cr acki ng. So, | now have to call in an

engi neer to look at the structure. This is
over the | ast 15 years that these changes have
occurred. Not only at ny house but everyone's
house on the right-hand side of that sac is
al so experiencing these probl ens.

When the bus was allowed to cone

t hr ough Condon Terrace, because at onetine it
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wasn't. W had to walk to the nearest bus
stop which was on 4th and Atlantic.

Wen they open up Condon Terrace
for the busses to cone through, then the
shifting, the shaking, the vibrations of the
bus affects ny house as well as all the
nei ghbors on that side of the street.

Not too long ago, two years ago,
they just put up a retaining wall on the
opposite side of ny street because of the
wat er erosi ons. W' ve |ost one, two, four
houses or six houses on that side of the
street where M. Garrett |ives.

They took 20 years to get the
retaining wall up. So, we're saying we don't
have a problem with the devel opnent. But
we're having a problem with all the other
things that are going on that's going to
happen to us as wel |.

Qpening up the circle, it was a
wal | through. Wy not let it -- allowit to

be a wal k through? It doesn't have to have
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traffic or be a verdant for traffic. It can
always be a walk through to connect the
communi ties.

| had also nentioned about M.
Crawford said they didn't want anynore
recreation facilities. W've not had an ANC
representative I n our comuni ty t hat
represented us that we knew of for the | ast
two years.

Wanda Lockridge just becane the
new ANC person just this January. So,
everything that has been going on has been
goi ng around us. W've only heard of this as
of Septenber.

M. Crawford was on our street and
had a neeting with M. Rolark. | attended
that neeting. No one was aware that he was
going to then open up the circle. They were
sayi ng, sure. Do devel opnent. They don't
have a problemw th that. But opening up the
cul de sac is the biggest issue that we have

at this time.
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You're going to put in 144 units.
kay. He's got rental properties. Then who
IS going to maintain thenf Gai n, anot her
pr obl embecause people tend to -- I've noticed
I n southeast, that they will have apartnents
and then the | andscapi ng goes because t he ki ds
are playing in the activities. Wo is going
to maintain the [andscaping if he has all of
the residential areas or people who are
homeowners? Who is going to maintain his
residential area -- | nean, his rental units?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: What |'m
going to need you to do is give us your
cl osi ng t hought.

M5. ARMSTEAD: (kay.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: And we nay
have sone questi ons.

M5. ARMSTEAD: Ckay. Well, again,
ny closing thought is that with the nunber of
peopl e that are com ng into the new conmmuni ty
for the units that we  have, we're

guesstimating 720 people plus or mnus. Even
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though with all the recreations he says that
are near and dear, there still should be
public space for people to rear their kids.
There shoul d be a park or there shoul d be sone
type of play area because everybody is not
going to walk to all the near by facilities
that he's nentioning that are there.

Opening up the circle would cause

us great detrinental --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay.
Thank you very nuch. | f you can hold your
seat so M. Garrett -- and we're going to give

M. Garrett four mnutes al so.

Normal |y, you get three m nutes,
but we're giving you four.

MR. GARRETT: Thank you
Conmi ssi oner .

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Oh, we
gave you five. Onh, five.

MR, GARRETT: Right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Fi ve.
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MR GARRETT: G eat.

Thank  you, M. Conm ssi oner,
Menbers of the Board.

My nane is Christopher Garrett. |
live at 566 Foxhall Pl ace. ['"'m also at the
end of the street next tothe circle. I'mthe
next to the |ast house at the end of the cul
de sac.

| bought ny property there | ast
sumrer in '06 in July and just found out in
January about the proposal to open the end of
the street.

I'"d like to express ny concerns
for ny coomunity on their behal f because we do
have a |l ot of elderly and handi capped peopl e
on ny street that can't be here today either
physically or otherwi se or they have to work
or whatever. So, | would like to express
their concerns. |'ve spoken to a lot of
people on ny block in detail about these
matt ers.

Qur rmmj or concerns. We have six
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of them

The two plus years of construction
I ncl udi ng noi se, heavy equi pnment, influx -- it
will create an influx of negative change in

our conmmunity for a two plus year period.

Detrinmental changes to the traffic
pattern. The increaseintraffic, increase in
vehi cul ar density. Changes i n nei ghborhood
crime statistics due to through-way traffic
and i ncreased access to Foxhall.

Any construction, heavy equi pnent
or earth-noving equi pnent wi | further
destabilize the already unstable clay hill
that is Foxhall Place and the hill that we
live on.

We understand that D.C. Zoning
doesn't support gated communities or cul de
sacs but we feel that there is an open one-
side access to Foxhall Place. I[t's not a
gated community. And we consider our cul de
sac a circle nore than a gated conmunity or a

cul de sac.
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Qur ot her concern is the taxing of
existinginfrastructuresinpoliceforce, fire
and public service. | know that when | cal
for public service, it's a challenge to get
those things done in ny part of town.

For exanpl e, they haven't nowed ny
enpty lot next to ne and the grass is now
probably two and a half to three feet tall
|"ve called several tines about that. And,
you know, when | call the police in ny
nei ghborhood it sonetinmes takes a long tine
for themto arrive.

I f eel that an increase in
popul ation, traffic, etcetera, inthis areais
only going to contribute to the already not so
great public services that are available in ny
communi ty and surroundi ng area.

Basically, we have sone requests
that we'd like to put forward to the
devel opnent . W feel t hat any  new
construction that affects the popul ati on and

traffic density so dramatically should give
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back to the conmmunity in sone way. There's a
lot of profit to be made for all the
devel opers and the architects and the
engineers in this but the people at Foxhall
Place aren't really gaining anything from
this. We're gaining years of construction,
nore traffic and no real guarantee of a better
quality of life that we can see at all

W feel that the residents of ny
street and the surrounding area stand to gain
basically nothing from this. W feel that
changes will detrinment our community and we
feel as though our concerns have been not
really addressed or not really taken into
account .

|"ve been to several neetings in
regard to this. |1've tried to ask questions
at the neetings and a lot of tines we're not
even all owed to speak at these neetings. The
devel opers are allowed nore tine than us.
They can give their presentation and then

we're not really allowed to say too nuch and
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It's sort of over.

W know there have been sone
research neasures in place. W would |ike for
research to continue before and after
devel opnent to see that any changes that take
place in the crinme, traffic, etcetera, in our
nei ghbor hood t hat appropri ate neasures can be
taken in case that does happen.

W would also like to make sure
that any rules that have been agreed upon by
the contractors in regards to heavy equi pnent,
site clean up, start and stop tines for
construction, etcetera, are followed and we
woul d |i ke a community hot |ine or nunber set
up for nmenbers of the community to call to
express concerns of this nature to not only
the city but to the devel opers.

W wuld I|ike extra traffic
control neasures to be researched and put into
pl ace. We have speed bunps at the bottom of
the hill on Valley right now And we've

noticed that if anything the police and
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ener gency vehi cl es avoi d Val | ey Avenue because
of the speed bunps. The it certainly doesn't
-- 1t may help wth the speed, but it doesn't
help wth the services i n our nei ghbor hood and
we don't think that that's necessarily a
vi abl e opti on.

W would Iike to | ook at --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOQOD: Your
cl osi ng t houghts.

MR GARRETT: Yes, sir. Thank
you.

In closing, the residents of
Foxhall, votes for the zoning conmmttee to
stri ke down any changes proposed today and
consider the request of the long-tine
resi dents of Foxhall Pl ace.

Moving forward wth that at this
time would be premature. And it would cause
serious and irreversible consequences to our
communi ty.

Thank you.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD:  Al'l right.
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Thank you.

Let nme ask you a question, M.
Garrett.

You said you had just noved in the
nei ghbor hood?

MR GARRETT: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: How | ong
have you been in the nei ghborhood?

MR. GARRETT: Alittle less than a
year now and had | know this was taking pl ace,
|  probably wouldn't have bought on that
street. It's a great nei ghborhood. | |ove ny
nei ghbors and now that | know all the people
there, | would never |eave. | wouldn't nove
for the world, but this is wong.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Your story
rem nds ne of when | noved into ny house in
t he nei ghborhood and fornmer council nmenber
John Ray told ne that | needed to find out
what -- | live near transfer stations. | was
told | needed to find out what was in ny

nei ghbor hood before | noved in so that your
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story is very simlar to m ne.

MR GARRETT: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: And 1'm
not trying to defend anything, but | just want
t o make sure that you understand what's within
our realmand what's not.

MR GARRETT: Yes, Sir. |
under st and.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOOD:  But | will
tell you that the Conprehensive Plan for this
nei ghborhood which is decided upon by
residents who live in that community and one
of the things in their Conprehensive Plan
whi ch was approved and sone things that we
still have to approve tal ks about stabilizing
and inproving the District neighborhoods,
pronoti ng enhanced public safety by creating
a famly-oriented neighborhood w th hones,
with public street frontage. The devel opnent
on the active street scape. And it goes on.

And so it would be real good to

| ook and al so participate in that Conp Pl an.
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"' m not defending the Applicant. ['"'m just
saying what people that ||ive in that
nei ghbor hood have said in the Conp Pl an which
Is approved by the Cty Council in which we
are supposed to use as our kind of like a
gui dance docunent.

Another thing it talks about is
providing for diversity and overall social
responsibilities. But anyway because you
t al ked about the police departnent not being
responsi ve. Sounds just |ike ny nei ghborhood.

MR GARRETT: Yes. And | do agree
with you, sir. And as | found out about this,
| did as nuch research as | could into what
was goi ng on. But the fact is that we haven't
had ANC representation that | know of until
January of this year.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON  HOCD: \Y:
Lockridge is your ANC representative?

MR GARRETT: That's correct.
Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  She - -

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

95

MR. GARRETT: That's correct.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Have you
spoke with her about sone of the issues?

MR. GARRETT: | called her several
tinmes and | haven't been able to get in touch
w th her.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay.
Ckay.

Now, Ms. Arnstead. | need the
Applicant to do ne a favor. |'mjust goingto
ask her and then I'Il turn it over to ny
col | eagues.

But if you can put up the -- ['m
trying to understand the rel ati onshi p between
the cul de sac and I don't know if we had that
and what's -- and they're doing away with the
cul de sac.

Do we have anything show ng that
conpari son?

M5. ARMSTEAD: | have sone other
pictures too if you' d just like --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | nean,
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|"d understand it.

Can we dim the lights for a
second.

Ms. Arnstead, |'d actually 1like
for you to use a pointer. And show ne -- |
don't want you to redo your whole testinony
but show ne where you are and explain to ne,
wal k me through what the issue is again. I
know t he opening up of the cul de sac and show
me where your house and everything is.

M5. ARMSTEAD: M house is there.
My house is right here on the corner on the
ri ght-hand side of the cul de sac right here.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Your house
I's right there.

M5. ARMSTEAD: Right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay.
Now, if the cul de sac -- show ne the way the
street is running. And forgive ne. I know

it's been awhile but --
MS. ARMSTEAD:. Ckay. The street

runs this way. It only cones one way in. You
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cone in and turn around in the circle and t hen
you conme out. So, it's only passage through
one way.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Show ne
t hat agai n.

MS.  ARMSTEAD: Ckay. You cone
through from Xenia. This is Xenia. You're
com ng down Foxhall here. Then you cone
through to the cul de sac which is the circle
and then you cone back out and cone through
Xeni a back to Valley Avenue.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Now, can
you just run the pointer and show ne when it
opens, how the traffic flows if going to go?

M5. ARMSTEAD: Goes this way.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: And this
I's going to keep straight?

M5. ARMSTEAD: They're going to go
out this way. Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: D agram
Ckay. | see it.

MS. ARVSTEAD: See it right here
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over here in the blue?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: | see it.
Got you. Thank you.

M5. ARMSTEAD: Right there. It's
going to --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Thank you.
It's good to have M. Parsons right beside ne.
Thank you.

M5. ARMSTEAD: Right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay. Al
right.

Thank you.

Any ot her questions?

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes. Wl |,
| nean, you make a very persuasive argunent
for, you know, what you now enjoy and howthis
cul de sac was created wth M. Rolark and
ot hers assi sting.

But the cul de sac is indeed on
the property of this application. So, | guess
what you're asking is sonehow the Applicant

recogni ze the cul de sac. Leave it there,
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continue the fence and build a project and
don't bother you. |Is that basically --

MS.  ARMSTEAD: No. W're not
asking them -- the fence was put up because
like | said at that tinme there was a |ot of
drug trafficking going on.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  yes.

M5.  ARMSTEAD: And people woul d
come from 9th Street through Valley Avenue.
And even t hough t he housi ng project was there,
they still made their way of com ng to Foxhall
in order to buy their drugs. And because at
that tine the circle or cul de sac was a way
t hat they coul d park, get their drugs and nove
on.

That was the reason why they put
up the wought iron fence. The fence
initially was not there always. The fence it
was al ways an open area to the housi ng project
and to Foxhall. It's just a circle with a
concrete wal k that you can wal k around. You

can go in, still have access to Condon Terrace
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or to 9th Street iif you walk through,
dependi ng on how the houses were set up at

that tinme. The housing project was set up at

that tine.

You could still go through from
Foxhal I, wal k through the many streets that
they had there at that tinme and still get out

to 9th Street.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  All right.
So, you don't think the fence would be
necessary?

M5. ARMSTEAD: You coul d take the
fence down. Don't have a problemwth that.

COMW SSI ONER PARSONS: You're
asking the Applicant then to sacrifice three
or four houses in this comunity in order to
accommodat e your cul de sac. |Is that right?

M5. ARMSTEAD: | understand again
it's the rental properties, | guess, that he's
tal ki ng about.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: | see.

And let's get to this issue of
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whet her the Applicant or sonebody el se could
put devices on Foxhall to slow traffic and
speed bunps, speed tables, other devices that
are being used throughout the city.

Is that sonme kind of mtigating
measure that you think m ght work if Foxhal
went through?

MS. ARMSTEAD: Not really. We
have two seniors that one is partially blind
an done is blind and they across the street
all the tine. W have a gentleman who is
mental |y i npaired or retarded and he wal ks t he
streets all the tinme so he's |ike our street
cl eaner and pi cker upper. So, he's been there
frombirth. And |I know he's got to be in his
| ate ' 40s, early '50s.

So, he's a fixture of t he
community as well, but he's not paying
attention to how the traffic is comng and
going. He's just in the street all the tine.
So, that's a concern for us.

W have now new nothers and new
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famlies who are com ng on our street who have
chi l dren. W have a new parent. She's a
single nmother with four Kkids. We have one
across the street, a nother and a father.
They' ve got five. So, we are devel opi ng and
bui | ding up as far as the youth are concer ned.

We have al so that wasn't nenti oned
on Foxhall and Xenia, there's a condom ni um
that's there on that corner. And we've also
had those people express a concern about
openi ng up the cul de sac.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Ckay.

V5. ARMSTEAD: So, it's not just
us. W have also another people -- other
famlies.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: So, you

don't think speed control device would --

V5. ARMSTEAD: No. | don't.
COW SSI ONER PARSONS: -- assist?
M5.  ARMSTEAD: Because as M.

Garrett said, as you cone down Val |l ey Avenue.

They' ve put up speed bunps. The police, the
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fire departnent they avoid them as nuch as
possi ble. So, the only thing they're doingis
just deterring traffic. | nstead of com ng
down Valley, they are taking 4th Street to
cone up M ssissippi and then get to the 13th
Street or wherever they're having a problem

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: Ckay.
Thank you.

M5. ARMSTEAD: So, it's not -- |
don't think it would be anything that would
apply to us.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Thank you.

MR, GARRETT: May | add sonet hi ng
to that?

One of the problens that | have
with the speed bunps as well is that people --
they're only in one area and that woul d be, |
assune, the way that they would put them on
Foxhal | if this happens.

And what happens is people speed
into the speed bunps, slam on their brakes,

hit the speed bunp at what ever speed and then
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slamon the gas again to speed up to sl ow down
to the next speed bunp. So, it ends up you
have cars revving up and down the street
rather than just slowtraffic flow

| think a stop sign or another
traffic control neasure would be maybe a
better idea.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Do you
have a question.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL: Are you
concerned, | guess, that Foxhall is going to
becone a maj or thoroughfare?

MS. ARMSTEAD: Yes. That's our
mai n concern. Yes.

And it woul d because once you cone
off of 9th Street, depending on the flow of
traffic, because at this point now we have a
| ot of people who work, who live in D.C that
are working comng through Maryland. They
cone down Wheel er Road so once they cone down
Weel er Road, cone to Vall ey Avenue. Wy not

cone t hrough 9th down to Foxhall to make it to
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4th Street?

So, it would be a shortcut for a
| ot of people and that woul d be a concern for
us.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL: If the
Appl i cant expl ored ot her neasures. | nean, |
don't know what they would be --

M5. ARMSTEAD:. Exactly.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: -- but, |
mean, -- | see your concern. You've had this
secure nei ghborhood and | guess what was a

little disturbing is you got a whole street
that sounds Ilike they don't know anything

about what's going on or they feel uninforned

about it.

M5. ARMSTEAD: Exactly.

MR, GARRETT: That's correct.

M5. ARMSTEAD: And that's the main
thing. Yes.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: It's just
a troubling -- I nean, it's a conundrum I

mean that this is a very well thought out
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program from the standpoint of what it's
giving to the comunity. But it sounds |ike
a mjor part of the comunity doesn't
understand or is feeling left out in the
process of this.

M5. ARMSTEAD: Exactly.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: [''m just
wondering if the Applicant coul d expl ore that
with you and devel op sone ideas wth you. |
mean, if that would be a --

MR GARRETT: | don't think that
anyone on our street is opposed to
negotiations and would like to add that |
think a great conpromse would be maybe a
wal ki ng area. A wal king street through that
area and keep things w thout autonobiles. |
mean, there's already enough streets in D.C
for cars but there aren't enough places for
peopl e and non-car activity.

|  mean, the entire <city and
country for that matter is run over by the

aut onmobi | e.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  All right.
Thank you.

Any ot her questions?

Al right. W want to thank you
both. Appreciate it.

MR GARRETT: Thank you for
hearing us. Thanks for your tine.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOOD:  Sure.

| would ask the Applicant, M.
G ardano, if you would conme back and -- |
don't know whether it's rebuttal, closing
remar ks, but if you' d cone back to the table.

Ms. G ardano, you heard from M.
Garrett. | was listening to sone of their
concerns while we were talking about the
opposi tion. And | know you heard what M.
Turnbul I's remarks were.

But |l et ne ask. One of the issues
that | saw and | know this was not a proffer
and | know you're not asking for a whole | ot
of flexibility as far as the zoning.

But I'm1l ooking here at one of the
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t hi ngs that nentions construction. The sl ope
and the street opening up. |Is there anyway we
could relook at maybe we could proffer or
offer or look into the possibility of a
construction plan to give those concerns to
t he nei ghborhood? And that's kind of |ike an
MOU or however it works.

Maybe, M. Crawford, you may want

to --

M5. G ARDANC Right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: -- venture
into that avenue. |'mnot sure.

V5. G ARDANO. I  think the

Chairman is talking about a construction
managenent agreenent which are very conmon in
PUDs and we have a lot of nodels that we can
work with. We've drafted nunerous ones of
t hese that address hours of operation, truck
access, things of that nature and obviously
i f, you know, there's a causable elenent of
construction danaging soneone's hone, you

know, we woul d be responsible for that.
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So, yes, M. Hood.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | just
think that would give them a reassurance.

Here's what | don't want to do. |
don't want to really undo a whole | ot of what
the ANC has done because, by law, they get
accorded a great weight. Maybe you can go
back and |I'm just asking and work with them
and do that, because | really don't want to
undo.

From what |'m hearing and | think
It was a concern of ny colleague is that a few
peopl e may have been | eft out of the process.
| don't know how but that al ways happens. But
at least this groupis very close and |' msure
M. Crawford would do what he can to try to
work with them

MR CRAWFORD: M. Chair, if |
may ?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Yes.

MR CRAWFORD: On Septenber the

27th and 21st we net wth those persons who
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had sone concerns primarily on Foxhall Place
and we can submit that for the record.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON HOCD: Do we have
-- oh, we just got it.

MR,  CRAWFORD: And we submtted
through Ms. Sterling Johnson, after nunerous
house of di scussi on. First of all,
construction activity would belimted to just
that area and the trucks really had no need to
comre down Foxhall because the street is
relatively narrow. But they would use the 9th
Street entrance so there would be no
di sturbance to our hones. And, of course,
after a certain period of time, we agreed
there would not be anynore work. O course,
t hey do not work on the weekends.

Then we also -- we're attenpting
to get trees planted on Foxhall and sone
| nprovenents on Foxhall -- existing Foxhall.

Oth Street, of course, is one of
the few areas of the city where it has no

si dewal ks. So, we working with the city al so
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for a street enhancement or a street
| nprovenents on 9th Street comng down into
t he property.

But for the nost part, the entire
area of 9th Street | ooks |ike sonething out of
the 1940s. There is no sidewal k. Many of the
curbs are sitting inthe mddle of the street.
They have never been repaired.

So, we felt that after our
di scussion wth many of the comunity | eaders
t hat accepted our proposal that woul d attenpt
to enhance the nei ghborhood and not detract
fromit.

The new ANC Conm ssioner |ives on
Val l ey Avenue and they felt it would enhance
t he houses. And, of course, nore than likely
I ncrease the value of their hones. Because
before there was a housi ng project there that
was built in 1939 or '40 and it has since been
rai sed. So, what we're attenpting is to
conpl enent the area, not detract fromit.

And we understand the issue that
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are brought before us and we thought that our
letter of COctober 2nd, which had been
submtted to you, responded to many of those
I ssues and we intend to work with them

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON HOCD: I
unfortunately just received --

MR, CRAWFCORD: We apol ogi ze, sir.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: That's
fine, but I didn't know if these had been
addressed or not. But obviously, and | just
woul d ask because we just got this and | have
not had an opportunity to |ook at this.

But I'mgoing to ask M. @Grrett
and Ms. -- if you would just shake your head.
Did they get a copy of this?

MR, CRAWFORD: W woul d hope so.
We made certain that it was delivered to them
on Cctober the 2nd.

M5. G ARDANG We just submtted
It tonight because we thought that we had
responded to these issues. W didn't realize

that they were going to conme up this evening.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Ckay.

M5. G ARDANO But we wll nmake
sure that they get a copy of it if they want
it included.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay. Al
right.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: s there
anyt hi ng you' ve heard toni ght where you thi nk
there i s sonething you could do to assist them
In their concerns?

MR. CRAWFORD: O course. W want
to be inclusive and not to exclude the |ess
fortunate. So, what we attenpted to do was
I ntegrate the community soci oeconomcally with
t he heavy enphasi s on workforce. To take away
10 or 12 houses would sort of inhibit that
from happening and that we didn't want to
bring the sane el enent back to the property.
But we wanted to nake certai n that whatever we
did woul d increase not only the value of the
conmunity, increase community | eadership and

I nvol venent .
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Wien we attended the ANC neeti ng,
the ANC neeting area is wthin walking
di stance of this conplex. And the neeting,
the sharet that we held was w thin walking
di stance of the conpl ex.

So, we felt that did what we were
required to do and over and above what we were
required to do within the confines of the | aw
to make everyone inclusive of this process.

There wll always be a few people
that just disagree. But we tried and we are
attenpting to address that concern.

There will be no work activity
| ate at night. There will be no work activity
on the weekends unl ess there's an energency.

W don't really see the people
goi ng down Wl Il ow Road or down Vall ey Avenue
and turning into Foxhall to get hone. The
road is relatively narrow. Qur streets wll
be alittle bit wider and nore accessi ble from
9th Street because the Metro systemi s towards

the 9th Street. So, we see it being an
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advant age for the peopl e on Foxhall since they
wll no | onger have to go down Foxhall, going
to Vall ey Avenue and around.

So, we see it as being an
enhancenent for them There would be no need
for the people in the new conplex to go in and
about .

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: The only
other issue that | would like to revisit al ong
with the constructi on nmanagenent issue is, |
don't know. Maybe sone signs or sonething
need to go up for this particular gentlemn
and | don't know if that's done at another
phase. But the person who has sone speci al
needs, because | can tell you, | would not
rest easy if, you know, we approve this
possibly and find out that sonebody was
Injured fromthe testi nony we had today. That
won't rest well.

So, | would ask for us to | ook at

that and all issues as you heard and see what
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we can do.

But also nmake sure that the
opposition see this and we wll pass it out.
But | will tell you, the opening of the street
and | need to read up sone nore in the DDOT
report is actually, and I woul d al so make sure
that you get -- hopefully, that you'll get a
copy of the DDOT report because it's supported
in the opening here and to ne -- |I'mnot a
subj ect matter expert of traffic, even though
ny col | eagues and nmaybe Ms. Schellin and Ms.
Hanousek may think that | try to be when |
tal k about |evel of service, but |'mnot.

So, we want to nmake sure that, you
know, there are no surprises when we
del i berate. But | can tell you that there's
sone -- the subject natter experts have said
t hat the vehicle/pedestrian circulation
pattern through the property and that's one of
the things that's nentioned here. And they
are obviously in support.

But anyway, be it as it may.
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That's where we are.

Any cl osing comment s?

M5. G ARDANO As M. Crawford
said, we wll follow up and consult further
with these people.

One of the people who testified
I ndi cated that they are newto the conmunity.
That could explain why maybe there was sone
di sconnect t here. But t he proj ect

consultation doesn't stop wth the PUD

process.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ri ght .

M5. G ARDANC This is a city
property and we'll go further beyond here.

And as t he devel opnent proceeds, there will be
coordination with the conmunity to nake sure
that there aren't construction inpacts that
are any nore detrinmental than they have to be.

Wth that, | think there were a
couple of subm ssions that were asked for
tonight. W'Ill follow up on those and ot her

than that, we will rest on the record at this
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poi nt .

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: M. Chair,
yes. | think just foll ow ng up on sone of her
conment s.

| think obviously there's sone
fear from the standpoint of sone of the
nei ghbors on Foxhall. You got a whol e bl ock
there that is very concerned. And | think and
obvi ously they've found that dealing with the
city has been less than fruitful at tines in
getting their responses. So, the Applicant is
probably nore in a position to help fromthat
standpoint on sone of these mtigation
measur es.

So, | think | would encourage.
Qoviously, they feel that they're not being
listened to fromyourselves or fromthe city
either. So, |I think part of your community is
going to be them And whatever could be done

| woul d encourage that.
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MR, CRAWFORD: W& will -- in any
way. Ms. Rolark and | was two very close
col | eagues of the council. And we started out
during the anti-poverty days. | think I was
the treasurer. She was the general counse
and Calvin was public rel ations.

They al ways had a problemw th, as
we do throughout the city, with erosion. And
| can understand their fears.

The fears in part were that
per haps al so that woul d affect the erosion on
that part of the area. But D.C., of course,
is all a flood plain. And for many years
we've been toiling around with where that
fresh water is comng from and nobody can
figure out but fresh water sonetines runs down
9th Street, Barnaby Street and no one has been
able to figure out where it's comng from

But D.C. is a flood plain and we
have to deal with that and try to correct it
as fast as we can.

W' re I n t he process of
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redevel opi ng several parcels in that area.
WIllow Creek is comng on board. WI Il ow
Terr ace. And, of course, Parkside. So, a
whol e envi r onnment S com ng to t hat
nei ghbor hood. And, of course, there are
fears. But nost of the people comng into the
nei ghborhood tend to be stabilizers. And
hopefully will enhance the nei ghborhood and
not take anything away.

Thi s has been a very troubl ed area
for many years. That's where Linda Pollin
was, as you is pretty crine ridden. Not
anynore. And that's where the infanous ot her
projects were. WIIlow Road, all that's gone
NOW.

So, change is comng, but it's
nore pl easant and hopeful |y nore conducive to
what woul d nmake a heal t hy nei ghbor hood. And

we're just trying to be a part of it. W're

all in fear of change.
COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: ['m not
sure -- |I'm alnpbst notivated to say there
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shoul d be a stop sign placed at the entrance
to your project.

MR. CRAWFORD: Sir --

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  And | ' m not
going to dictate that, but --

MR. CRAWORD: Oh, no. W would
be favor of that but, you know, we have to
also abide by the city regulators. But ,
however, we have no objection to that.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: I

understand. | don't want to place that kind
of --
MR. CRAWFORD: | wunder st and.
COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: -- clunsy

thing into an order by the Zoni ng Conm ssi on,
but | would certainly urge you to bring
forward sonme kind of alternative --
MR. CRAWFCORD: | under st and.
COW SSI ONER PARSONS: -- that
wi | | di scourage through traffic runni ng up and
down t hrough t hi s nei ghborhood. And you don't

want it either.
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MR CRAWORD: No.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: By the tine
they get to --

MR, CRAWFORD: That's not the
I ntent.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: By the tine
they get to the newconmttee they' ||l be going
90 mles an hour. So, who needs that? So,
what can we do to --

MR, CRAWORD: Well, we had full
di scussions with the I|eadership and sone
whi spered we don't want to be a part of
stopping this activity comng in, but we have
to live with our neighbors.

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS:  Ri ght .

MR, CRAWFORD: But we're going to
work with themand we will work closely with
t he counci|l nenmber to make certain. Matter of
fact, sone of those things we can acconplish
now.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  All right.

Thank you.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCQOD: Ckay.
That's good. And as you were talking I was
sitting here reading. | think it shows here
in your letter that you submtted, you're
wlling to listen, you're wlling to work
wth., And | want to read this.

If there's anything you m ght
suggest we do to help with the parking
situation with the cul de sac, we are ready to
| isten and hel p as nuch as we can.

So, you've heard ny colleagues.
You' ve heard the opposition to what we can do
within our real m the scope of this
Comm ssion. W ask that you cone back wth
t hat . And especially the construction
managenent plan as M. Parsons nentioned and
what M. Turnbull nentioned.

kay. So, thank you.

Let's see what's due and let's
cone up with sone dates.

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: W

don't have a really long list. | think the
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bi ggest thing is for the Applicant to go back
and maybe work with Ms. Arnstead through the
ANC to address maybe sone of their concerns.

Ask the Applicant to contact the
ANC and ask themto submt a letter in proper
formto be given great weight.

Ask the -- | believe M. Turnbul
would like for them to address the green
buil ding issue. Alittle nore detail on that.
O course, we need the affidavit of
mai nt enance al so.

Anyt hi ng el se?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: That's
all. W're going to revisit a few things.

But here's what | don't want and
want to put this on the record.

The ANC has worked obviously and
we want to make sure the Applicant. Things
are predictable inthe city. W don't want to
change up on mdstream on any devel oper or
anyone. So, we've asked him You' ve heard

the plead to those who are in opposition.
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You' ve heard the plea fromthe Comm ssion to
ask the devel oper or the Applicant to go back
and | ook and revisit sone of the issues that
you brought up.

But also -- we also take into
consi deration that this Applicant as others do
has worked for a few years on sonet hi ng and we
don't want to change up in mdstream So,
hopefully we can conme back with not a full
happy nmedi um but we can cone back with sone
progr ess.

Ckay. Ckay.

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: How
| ong do you want or how nuch tinme do you guys
t hi nk you need? Three, four weeks?

M5. G ARDANO Two weeks.

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: Two
weeks. Ckay. That would put us to May 10th,
3:00 p.m, and then the ANC woul d have until
May 17th to respond to anything that's filed.

And, M. Hood, just to clarify,

are we leaving the record open only for this
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specific request or general?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Only for
the specific request.

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: So,
ot her than what's been asked for, nothing el se
w Il be accepted.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  And one of
those is the ANC s. | think you nentioned --

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLIN: Ri ght.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  All right.

I f nothing else is --

ACTI NG SECRETARY SCHELLI N: [''m
sorry. One other thing.

Pr oposed findi ngs of fact,
concl usions of |aw If you'd like to file
those, they'll be due May 17th al so.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Let ne
j ust ask. ['"'m hoping that this WASA versus
Depart nent of t he Envi r onnent | Ssue.
Hopefully, that can be dealt wth before
final. If not, it wll be addressed, M.

G ardano, as you understand it dealing from

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

md face? kay.

Maybe in vyour findings, nmaybe
we'll put it sonewhere to synbolize it that's
when it will be addressed or hopefully it wll
be addressed by then. |'mnot sure.

Sonme way | think M. Parsons may
feel alittle nore confortable putting it in
the order. Ckay.

Al right. Let me see if | can
find sone of this closing statenent. And we
have the dates and the tines? W' ve already
done that.

The decision of the Comm ssion in
this case nust be based exclusively on the

public record to avoid any appearance to the

contrary. The Conmm ssion requests that
persons present -- do you know what? It nust
be getting late because |'mreading -- we're
not going to start back over. That's the

openi ng statenent.
The Conmi ssi on W make a

decisionin this case at one of its regul atory
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nont hly neetings. The closing of the record
w th the exception of what we have requested.
These neetings are held at 6:30 p.m on the
second Mnday of each nonth wth sone
exceptions.

If any individual is interested in
followng this case further, please contact
staff to determ ne whether this case is on the
agenda of a particul ar neeting.

| now decl are this hearing cl osed.

(Whereupon, the above matter was

concluded at 8:29 p.m)
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